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The daughter of a traditional family who had nodded
and smiled as the modern era passed them by.

Our romance was secret, of course. I was
an important young man in the party, and
her parents would never have approved.




The night we eloped, I had two
bakemono violate and excruciate
her, and I oversaw the agonies.
At The climax of the evening,

I took her life.
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Her parents never gave up looking
for her body, but to no avail.

We have arrangements with the
coroner. The Jane Does from

certain areas are never
investigated too closely.

At the time of her death, I captured her ghost in

a rock crystal phial. T would look at it often, captured
perfect and unaware in the throes of an instant;
timeless, perfect betrayal that she could not understand
and never would.




I thought seeing her trapped
there inside the glass would teach
me something, if only how to hate
myself.

Instead, it left me feeling empty. The
blood on my hands that night might have
been fingerpaints from some child's art
project gone terribly wrong.

I grew angry, and the bakemono suffered
for my mistake. I had borrowed them from
my master, and he was unsurprized when
they did not return.

He told me that he had known they would not come back,
and had given me only the ones who were on death's
doorstep. I asked him no further questions, but I did not
speak to him again for many years. The goblins didn't get
the dignity of even a pauper's burial. Their bodies were
never discovered at all.
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I considered that night for many years,
wondering what might have gone wrong.

It seems odd that it would come to me now that I had
learned something; a lesson about the banal character
of evil. Nevertheless it came to me, while playing music
at the Great Hokkaido Devil Festival, that I had been
motivated in my action by nothing more than childish
curiosity, mixed with childish cruelty.
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Evil is as evil does. A flash like lightning,
and the glory of the devil hangs before
me. It is ling, and I am reborn. I do

not even miss a note of my music, but

I put away the man I used to be with
the finality of a hatchet and a chopping-
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Author’s Dedication:

To Renee Leferriere, sculptress and tattooist, who taught
me how to be a serious artist in a medium nobody takes
seriously,

To David Kablack, fellow horrorist and student of the
occult. Words cannot express my regret that you never got to
show us all the toys in your dark bag of tricks. Rest in peace,
Doc.

And to The Other Gretchen, muse and trusty companion,
without whom I’d probably still be sitting in the basement of a
Moroccan police barracks, and not writing this book. I promise
never to make fun of you again for speaking Czech.

This book is for you all, with my heartfelt thanks.

Special Thanks:

To everyone who's read, enjoyed, been infuriated or oth-
erwise moved to respond to a book I've developed, thank you.

That's what it has always been about. Enjoy the games, folks.
That'’s what they're here for.

Developer’s Note:
This is the last book I'm developing for White Wolf, and

in some ways it’s a fitting conclusion. It brings me full circle to
my first development project, Dark Reflections: Spectres, but
I've come a long way since that book. So has gaming, so has
White Wolf, and hopefully so have you. Here’s hoping you
enjoy this last go-round, and that you've enjoyed the ones that
have come before. Whether you dove into Doomslayers or
mucked around with Mediums, read Charnel Houses of Eu-
rope or had fun with a poofy shirt and The Shining Host, [ hope
you've gotten as much satisfaction and enjoyment from reading
these books as I've gotten from making them. Thanks for
making it all possible, and have fun — or else I just might have
to come back, and nobody wants that, do they?

Richard E. Dansky
“The Dead Guy”
[ ——

Live=dAAcrion ADAPTATIONS FOR |
™

Laws or i EastT

Beginning here and continuing throughout the
rest of the Dharma Books for Kindred of the East,

you'll find a section of material designed to dovetail
with the newest Mind’s Eye Theatre release, Laws
of the East. This material strives to adapt the Dharma-
specific rules information in the Dharma Books to
the live-action environment in a consistent, cohe-
sive manner. No need to worry about converting
these rules yourself or having your players do so for
you. Everything you need to know about roleplaying
a Devil-Tiger (with dice or with Rock-Paper-Scis-
sors) comes built right into this single book. And the
best part is, you're getting more pages at the same low
price. The extra MET material costs you not one
cent more.

Throughout the rest of this book, look for sidebars
set off by this same border for tips on how to incor-
porate the Devil-Tigers into your live-action game.
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So, Doctor Hsi, at least we meet. When you were
alive, how [ often wished to speak to you! Of course, my
somewhat uncongenial physical appearance prevented
me approachifig you, but nowdhave a chance to converse

with you about your theories!

Please, have a chair! You appear scarlet c:‘;::led 5&“
take some tea. Don’t be bashful! I have a very nice White
_ Cloud | just obtained recently, and I would be pleased to

share with you. Allow me to introduce myself. I am Ho
Hsu-Tu, and before 1 died, I was a mandarin in the late
Manchu dynasty., Like so many of my peers, I was sweptup
in the tide of Taiping and lost my place among the living.

Now | am a jina, a lesser official, in the government of
Canton’s Gui Ren. -

When I was alive, I styled m?sfelf to be a philosopher
on matters politicakand economic. Fortunately for you, |
continued this hobby after my return from dark places.
While our own country languished in the muddled think-
ing of the late Empire and then under Marxist dogma, the

 Western world became quite sophisticated in its thinking

about such matters. Which leads me to you!
Youhave quite an academic pedigree! Primary school-

ing at Eton, and a bachelor’s from Harvard. Doctoral work*

at ng’s College. A triumphal return to Hong Kong, and
tenlire. at a young age. Consulting work before you had
even settled into your new office at the University of

“and horses, alcohol...
brings you here. As you can see, we know quite a bit abﬂutx_; _

you! I must say, | was not alone in hoping that one with
- as much promise as yourself would walk the Road Back!

!
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Hﬂng Kong. Of course, there were some problens. Women
and of course, drugs, which is what

Do not be ashamed, you are in good company! Some
of us may pretend otherwise, but every one of the Gui Ren
you meet helped themselves with both hands at the table

of sin when he was alive. Sip your tea, and let me tell you

a little bit about why you are here.

. Your tutor reports to the court that you are having

problems making the transition to your new life. This
news is very grave indeed. If you do not pass your Fire and
Water, Test, the court will destroy you as incorrigible.
Your soul will fall into the Mouth of Yomi, and you will be
lost fotever. All in all, it is quite an unpleasant proposi-
tion. Mandarin Mo has asked me, as one closerto you in
age, tO explain to you the nature of the world you now
mhabu, hoping that the instruction of someone who was

< more of a peer to you would resonate better with you.

Please pay atténtion and take my words for their full value,
because your very existence is at stake tonight.

Allow me td_start by complementing you on yous,

excellent scholarship. Your theories are quite correct!
The world is, as you said, “on an inevitable downward
slide, its global structure being torn unit fromunit by the



centrifugal forces of regionalism.” Perhaps heating this -

from my lips will help you blame yourselfless for your own

untimely death. For one with insights Such as your own,
profound despair is quite understandable as a reaction!

What you could never have known is that the world’s

‘poor condition is not entirely contingent on the slop
and misguided effortsof public figures. Indeed not! As you
have no doubt becom# aware, there is an entire unseen
world just behind the one you once hved im Ymﬂw
a citizen of that secret world, ank

truth of the matter in a M
stand.

Our world svands at the dmrste;} of the ﬁge ,gf
Sorrow. The political agﬁ‘wnﬂmlc dtsmtegratmn your
analysis detected is only the tipof the iceberg, the visible

sign of an mvmﬁle tumult. All aﬁ‘%s the Middle King-

tl
[ of

dom and thé spirit worlds alike, the natural order isup:
Among men, th%: are hatd times and strife. The land

_ Theother Dharmas wisht iy
to be true. The Resplendent-Cranes beat their useless w. &

o deny this, but we know it

wings ﬂn@memﬁpt to fly. against the winds of history, the
Dragons and Bone Flowers continue their empty dances,
and the Rﬂﬂtfﬁss 1 reesflex unthmklng to the winds of the

py - Storm. Oﬁh" t‘hﬁzﬂﬂmsun Tigers understand how soon the

fire will erupt, fiﬁ' it is we who will ignite it!

wavs

“When the cou;;s” retook Singapore this

fﬂrces?(}uuBaﬂ, aDevil-Tiger! Whoe efen

. Izaki, another Dewlelgetf ﬁﬂ across t}w@glldﬂle Kmé-;

dom, when thereis fighti o tobedon

Tigers to do it. t happily, of

reheaﬁal for the g;;f:at battles. to comelgh.
" Yousee, Dr. Hsi, the end is coming ve%sﬂnn, and the

Devils of Heaven need you. As a mortal, you realized the

true state the world was in, and, asa result, youended your

. thedead iswrappediin storms and war between theghosts, existence'with a carelessly large dosage of morphia. You

et

Bureaucracy’s \gm:l&r %ﬁﬁ
each passing day. Unclean th
not, and the Yama Kings ' 1
Heaven, demanding tﬁabd;aatmn Df tht ﬁugnst Persan
ageof Jade: " .4 :
Once, those whﬂ took the Secon& Breatfl were hl--
losophers, sages and generals of at renown. *‘These
heroes were created to prntect the Middle ngmfmm

. the excesses of the Yama Kings. Alas, the ang

and all throughout the world of Yarg Spmfsa th& ﬁ’i&s_t al

against Heaven. Tﬁé‘u: breath was taken from them as
punishment, and Heaven decreed that only unworthy

fellows, such as Yuuand I, shou d fill out their ranks frnm
then on. — B _ '
The Wan Xian — the. TmTh ' and-.-lz;u%;r}nrta ——-

were thus disgraced, and they Be:;am  th
the Ten ‘Thousand Wicked Spirits.

secret governors and rulers of men for mlliennia In.that
time, the world has darken&d and it stands now on the
edge of a great storm. What your studies diseovered, we.
have known for ma _»cei't@urms,, tﬁo@h of ‘course, you
could not dﬂ%lﬂﬁﬁl& imp of ?Mfmdmgs in th;
way that we have. . "~ |

The Dewbﬂgeﬁ | y
have known since the fall of Meru — t:he
of the Wan le —_ that

o s ,@5,&5-

fanca:en&‘%ﬁmal

Yama Kings again attempted to march against the Middle = ..
Kingdom! Since then, we have been preparing. Does this
revelation surprise vnu?“Oh we have beeni t du:lg to our
n CorTect- -

other duties as welll For centuries, we have

Who, though; is more unr@t&mthanthe Yama Kings,
the wicked spirits who wmld%%t the Emperor of Heaven
from his throne anJ plas:c one of th@ ﬂWﬂ number i? his

place?

‘them to commit. ﬂffenm%

A talmted you

Jursed ta.}ex&ist as
vampires, we have walked the Middle Kiriodom g ehe 1t

£ Poer fellﬂw
- %thax staﬁ We %’ |

there wauid be a ?‘lmﬂ when tw.

cannot afford the luxury of dissalution now. When alive,

ﬁmm powerless to change things. Now, you have been
hould  reborn mthe eau;w:-f glﬁﬁthappeamgﬂ Now is your time .
ed tﬂbumdown th&iver}'g"' oy

L

Hegven  tat see. thet comsh i & wicked world! As

bamboo thicket burns and fertilizes the ground for fresh

shsots, so will eur Wtfttld bu%ﬁ}}d fextﬁlz lm’lght tomprr

ruwsf T

- We wmﬂd ltke the help of brigh '
vﬁu to aid us ifveur efforts,: !:_a-;. -
among the Celestial Eevlb for ‘those na
political and economic 2 ompani d
ﬁ)ug ht quit.ghard for the right to c[aim ymh There are

. great d\nngs W iting tﬂ the horizon, and‘rgc m for a
" vil i%gmgﬁt mnnthe ground fléor!

What! %d‘lﬂ‘ Bo not worry. yourself about such

ves. -measures breed half-successes, after all!

eer up! We're going to M@ the world together. It's
what you ﬂWasf?anted tsn'tit? ﬁow sﬂa.nd up straight
brush youtself

?ld go learn from Maﬁﬂann Mo. She

% be severe, but she has your best interests in mind. I

i1l sp ak 1 more Wlth you after g cam?lﬁe W Té&
Gﬂud%g luclket it s e

mamust make u;
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The Dewlthgers are the fu'st coherent ﬂxprf:ssmn of
uei-jin sentiment after the fall of Meru. The Disco j__e on
Iniguity and The Righteﬂu% Fire appeared long before the
- Grand Arhat's departure — almost atwo ﬁEn;une& beﬁare
thE Ki Chuan. * e o e

1:: fv.:r mﬁ of the DenW*Wamﬂr
Eme fei%ﬁhn it i

These beings could casually suppress other attemptssat
‘establishing a government after the fall of @em,, but the -

feelmgs Iﬁﬁ“’nd Ehe Demn Wm«mr mc}vemnt pers:.sted i

er?where: across the Middle Kingdom, we are al-

ndec E!:I"ﬁciﬁhhda- |
h yaskth& D_evil-

"
i -q, .I{E\_::.;:'-\.-\.
L

gs ' ‘W e ﬂ.:jil make sure thaﬁmu;hing survives,noteven

o the legendary Five Emperors.: 3-
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. over doctrinal issues began among these Kuei-jin.

_ Heavenly Devil churches: This process both defined the
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- Shortly after the E 'ﬁmrs fﬂlmded ?hﬂﬁzﬁﬂﬁﬁ? %ﬁ‘ﬂ :
first works of Kuei-jin theology appeared. Most early
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religious thought echoed the philosophy of the Demon
Warriors. Though these early believers all sought to
embrace their new station in the celestial order, there was
much disagreement over ways and means. Factional strife

In response, the Five Emperors granted the Resplen-
dent Cranes recoghition. At that time the Cranes were a
radical new force in Kueisjin, politics. Balancing Yang
with Yin, the Emperors used the Cranes to suppress the

concept of Dharma and establishied the system of the five
Dharmic directions. . e o
Heavenly Devils wereforbidden to form cults, but the
Dharma persevered and prospered. Celestial Devil sol-
diers supported the-courts in-their wars, and the Crimson
Tigers brought about the end of kingdoms when they grew
weak. Devil-Tiger demonologists learned the spirit ways
and taught their fellow Crimson Tigers the ways of Tiger's
e IS e TN T i g
ﬁue departed the Middle Kingdom, leaving behind
his wisdom. Then the first bodhisattvas began to appear;
and at that time, the Emperors also began to depart, unt

o 2
o i

only the Emperorof the Jade Court remained. The courts
became more political at that time. With the spirit courts
placated and the paths to Heaven found, the community

of the early years dissipated. =~

i

e

Years of warfare 'resul__tgé_aas the Wan Kuei found their
place. Heaven sent the Excellent Archer to punish the
Wan Kuei again for their hubris, and the Ten Thousand
Devils were made unable to walk.in the-sunlit world.
Servants of the Yama Kings masqueraded as Crimson
Tigers and devoured some of the Household Gods. Great
strife erupted then between the hsien and the Crimson |
Tigers. 5 .. i Y

The Azure Dragon Court was destroyed, but the
teachings of the civilized Dharmas had spread to the gaki
of Japan. Warriors among the Bishamon learned to follow
the way of the Crimson Tiger. By embracing the flame"
within them, ketsuki put fear to flight. Nevertheless, these
barbarians are ‘without true jén. ; o g

In the Scarlet Phd“ﬁﬁx@ourt, the Yang attitudes and
Yang thoughts nverwbﬂl_r}'led?. te civilizing balance. Indi-
viduals overwhelmed the society, and a place of grave
disorder was created. Courts became mere assemblages of
possiping magpies and'petty queens. Sages were made to
wear women’s apparel, and other grave offenses against
dignity were committed. Tt was not long before civilized
Gui Ren ceased toreceive these baﬂ“}aﬂwm their courts.

In civilized regions, the August Body of Sagacious |
Devils was founded. Created by the bodhisattvas to edu-
cate younger Devil-Tigers in the essentials of righteous.
existence, the August Body tested and trained Crimson
Tigers for service to the courts. Brave scholars, the Saga-
cious Devils sent instructors even to the uncivilized
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At

“ithe mortal dynasties. Barbarian inva

“north of China. Politics in the Yellow Empernt §.court and the:;1 auather against the city of Nagasaki. These
became quite heated, and the Ancestor of the court was™ . attacks were.moments of glory for the Devil- Tiger faith,

- Phang Pleated thefkima of the GOl
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rﬂﬁmm of the Grﬂﬁtgnd Ggl dﬁn : I‘ldmtﬂ the fﬂreftg%tbf the resmtanr:e, f:arrylng the banner of the:
savages of the wji courts. 5

x high. '
For decadence, Heaven withdrew

X i i)

, Man&ate from  “At the end of the war, the United States used a
rs conquered the nuclear device against the ]apanese city of Hiroshima,

e

murdered in his chambers. These were difficult times for - and all across the Middle Kinigdom, Devil- Tigers put aside ~

the Impenal Courts; arid at that time, unly two surmved their 'fEermcﬁ- to celebrate. Although the war was ended

the Jade and Black Tortoise Courts. e, - and troops expelled, barbarian vampires
It was at that time th barbarlan bodhise remaine |

__________ 2ine ‘&1 Chinese soil. * ™

L Todaﬁ ,the war against barbarian Kuei—;ln continues.
€ Devil-Tiger soldiers lead the battle against the enemies of
d the Five August Courts. Shouting down the immoderate
she retained the cham;ﬁﬁmc fierceness of the Crimson Ash Plan, they instead support the trusty Two-Fanged

Though Piyau was of the Thrashing Dragon Dharma -
had once followed the path of the Heayenly.Dewil,

.
% Tiger. She gathered about:her many Devil-Tiger -'SgrpentPlan -‘However, even as the Fmﬁ*“iﬂugust Courts

 penangallan, and set about clegfg‘mg the court in an purify their soil of foreign influences, the Crimson Tigers
EfﬁCIWE' lfbarbanc manner. It is said that the vi ready for the Age of Snm}w. Valiantly, they prepare to
to whlch her cn&;?amamiied thmrw of students, were bare their fangs against the Yama Kings.

W& .yery great. . W it %%ﬁﬂm T{}mﬁm}w is the place from which all hope springs.
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Bmperors. i rendeci Because they had stolen the breath of the

-

tic. > tomorrow of the Devil-Tigers holds great strife, and
larin alsa gmat glory. As the World-Destroying Warriors of the
discovered co on in th of SMDW, out time of glory is nigh. Soon, the time of
Pai, returned in haste with 1 W uwrt Hﬂ ‘the Eemﬂn Bmper{:rr will arrive, and we shall rush at him
and his fellow mﬁindﬂ:ﬁa 2L iru’.h the aﬁ Df‘;ﬁhﬂn tl%t with the fury of waves against the shore. Like the sparks,

The puer.cali,_ “ac

~warriors and Heavenly Devil soldiers from the host of e -shall catch the tinder. Like the flames, we shall
“Piyau Piyang — deposed the Emperor. Ti'lea?cuﬂm in that “consume the fuel, Like the smke we shall pass away as if |

place were ferreted out. A.copy ¢

A copy of The Broken-Winged /we had never been. :
Crane ﬂﬁhs fﬂlll'ld in tI'lE }]EI’DHI ﬂf thE elm Ern- R w verse Tl}ﬁdlmuﬂﬂ on ﬁe Hm {}f the Deuwil-

%, peror. " - TigerDharma by fina An Ning; Brass Trusty Devil, Second
%  Shortly after The" TOKEN nged Cr dmv-% Assistant M:mster for E‘;teme;{ Mﬂ}mf Bload Cc-u'rt of the
ered, barbananshmwe::e seen ir the Middle Kuﬁﬂmfm | ﬂ:.. T s : .

o

the first time. It was by these signs that the bodhisattvas Lt
of the Young Forest Tempkg:___ ne to know that the Fifth Fém | ;
nce was called, and the * From thﬁ mou

Age had arrived. %great confere
courts were re-created as the Qu ’3 cunx, the Five A ho&hmwam
all Peking astr

-".-f%ﬁfi.'}-ieavenly Fire, Dﬂl‘ﬁf-’ﬂ'ngEf

.. Courts. Tk

tht‘: Yellow Em a:i-ﬁ 7 rfwﬂ?hﬂ had been Fl amﬂngT 3 FWE §eir posts. lee_ erring ?gung scholars, they were sternly

Westem&rﬁ came tﬂ the Mi&cﬁe ngdﬂgl, perni-  righteous, theu'c@n breath was taken away. Because the
ciously selling poison to the people of China. The Manchu: Wan Xian chose to follow the path of iniquity, it was
dynasty had begun to lm&ﬂwh‘[andatﬁﬂfﬂem There. . rmined that only the iniquitous should join their

- were uprisings against. thé‘gﬂmmenf,%and against.the ranks, Becmse they were so well-educated in sin and the

- westerners whuhﬂga' pntml of China at that time. abus& of pcw%g the office of punishing the wicked was
~Many Crimson Ti gers du;l tele with Western s shen. This ,given into their hands. Because they knew only devilish-
was a good time for the Devil-Tiger Dﬁﬁtg\a. mxy%m'g - mess, it wasdecreed that deviltry would provide them with
Gui Ren conyerted, - m?an'g.r of those who took the their ﬁalvafmn,
Secmd Breath came tﬂ swell the rﬂ.nks cﬁ ti'ke@km@lgsﬁ The P'o'is the Lower Soul. It is the animal utge A
Devils. . ~ . . eompass needle, it points only toward the most simple,
" With tﬂe:ﬁesh ancLFlaan meeak a‘nd in tunm:aif—f base and immediate urges. A P'ois nota slobbering beast.
from the manjf wars, the barbatian ketsitki of Japan in-  Rule your P'o with iron reds and burn it with the lash of
vaded China with the Japanese army. Coleme&af Klﬁ#ﬂn " your tongue. Lett
took mnt,and]apﬂﬂesagakz marched with theirbarbarian Your P'o is (at éw

e P! inform you and understand that
vel) an expression of your Self, but

feet through the cities and dragon nests of Sbu&i'% cicr%ut ewgimygur dark s;fde rule you. You are not a mad -

Devli Tigers of the Bloo&@urt fﬂugf'nt alwa';'gu al: ~ dog.You are a monstet."
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ibuteto Like irr esponsible children, the Wan Xian betrayed
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Fora wurld with much wmkedrxgss Heaven has seen

e

fit to appoint few Celestial Devils. To be a Devil is to be
an agent of the Celestial BLWICI?EC? Do not trouble

yourself with sinners of little'account. Karma will reward - the iniquitous, not only dowe punish them for their acts,

these worthless ones for their deeds when they next travel

across the Wheel. Wickedness and injustice are as lnﬁ?ﬂ'l}
table and as necessary as the turning of the seasons. Punish -

nnl-,r those who truly deserve the attention of Heaven 5
Own agents. .
You are a Devil of Hea%:n Compmt Yuurself in a

dignified fashion,and be elegant in your evil. You injure
the dignity of your office. b:f smzkmg to small sins.

vw yﬂu ﬁl‘E not a mon-

avepYou are a n{jl'@l

oblem: dlﬁnﬂguﬁ'hmg

“realityy‘please put this &
hﬁlp_ bf:fcrre i3

:'f._ Elﬁe w:_ " “'"’_. - :

i k'-..

“"Look around you. Pain-is the great teacher. Savor
pain, and cherish the insights that agony brings: Show
others pain, so that they can understand. By tormenting

we also give them one final chance fo understand the
agonies that await them in Yomi. It is possible that if a
sinner experiences sincere repentance when subjected to
our excruciations, her soul may escape Yomi.

- Do not ever narrow your vision of pain. Pain lies not
only in the rubber hose and the dental drill, but in the lost
love, the dashed hope and the child’s broken toy. As a
devil, you are a painter in pain. Embrace the breadth and

subtle variations of your palegtet '

. '-'\..& 55,

When you open Ycﬁruftm with pain, it is vision that
you seek, not agony. When you hurt, your world is

vibrantly real. As a Devil, you-must be real enough to
matchiit. Lmve with all your heart; hate like the torments
of the Thuusand Hells. Greet each new night by kissing it

full on the mcmth and then beat it with iron rods until it

releases its every oppmtumqr The fire is always leaping,
never still.

o



. "4npleasant and socially taboo task of thinking about evil.
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+ The Coming E will be the glor? of the Crimson
Tlgers We will paint the sunset of thethddle Kingdom

~_in a thousand shades of blood. Let others weep for their

“yesterdays. We will take tomorrow, and we will take it
‘now! |

You wish to drink water, s you need acup. To make -
the cup more pleasing, you ornament it. To keep the

ornamented cup safe, you lock it up. A cup in a locked box

is no good to drink from. Thal: is all I have to say.about
Enhghtﬂnment
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Evil is a difficult topic to address, yet if you’re reading
this book, it’s f:_«urig.r certainty that—either asa Storyteller
or a player — you're going to portray one or more Devil-
Tigers. Doing so pretty much requires you take up the

How does wickedness work? What does a ceiestlallv
mandated devil thg;k like? This chapter is an att,g,g;;pt to
make the potentially di ic:uit rask of roleplayinga

Tiger a little easier. N8

Pormraying Ew. |

It can be very difficult to portray evll eﬁectwely Keep
in mind that doing so is just as much of a problem for the
character as it is for the player. Devil- -Tigers are not
Spectres or Bane-spirits. Whatever they may wish, they

‘Wwere not created by HEEM&GIEIY to commit evil deeds.

The whole process of picking up the devil is a major part

of the Dharma, and it continues even after the Cathayan

achievesling. A Devil-Tiger character who commits some

act of banal evil orkills as if he were little more than chih-

~ meiis not just boring and annoying for the group, he 15’315{:1
« suffering a Mmuent of Blindness.

- When portrayinga Devil-Tiger, remember that there
is much more to it than making things scream and bleed.
Chih-mei are rampaging killing machines, Devil-Tigers
are that and more. They are part of the celestial order,
entities ordained to wickedness by the mandate of Heaven;, -
and that belief is at the heart of the Dharma. Each
Heavenly Devil has his own way to live up to this mandate
‘of malevolence, but what every Crimson Tiger knnws is

that evil is much latgﬂr’ than hfgg%

When working up-a Devil-Tiger, keep in mmd what

the character perceives evil to be. How does she think'a
Devil should behave? Does she see Devil-Tigers as mighty

warriors of ddrkness or as slick tempters’ What sort of
wicked deeds does the ch aracter perpetrate, and what sort
of iniquity does she feel most compelled to punish? Why?
Does she see a devil’s place as in the mortal spotlight, like
John Milton in The Dewil’s Advocate, or is she a denizen of
the unseen world, like Louis Cyphere in Angel Heart?
Whatever the answers to these questions may be, remem-
 ber that this is a horror movie in whmhyuu are the mﬂﬁster
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You are blgger t_han l1fe; Enuder than thunder and cooler
than JetLi. You have to be ~—it’s your religious duty.
Make sure that the answers you find to these ques-
tions are reasonable for game pla'f The most well-devel-
oped charactet in the world is nothing but a liability if he
_ruins the game for everyone. Keep in mind that Kuei-jin

society is intensely formali Devil-Tigers may spill im-

mense quantities of blood, but theydo it according to the
forms of the court — shadow warand pronouncements of

akuma. A violently antisocial Devil-Tiger woudld never

pass her Fire and Water Test. Likewise, the reason that

~_ thereisno Masquerade in the Middle Kingdom is because
it is assumed that Iiuﬂx-jm are mteﬂ.;gent and discreet

enough to avoid mortal scrutiny withe it being specifi-
cally instructed to do so. Devil- Ttgersfg%hn are overly
zéalous about cleansing the mortal herd (or just plain

sloppy) will get a chance to eulﬂgxze their actions to the
Eve of Heaven.

~ In summary, try to make ?::mr character a celestially

J mandated devil without making him two-dimensional. It

bears repeating that Kuei-jin are vampires rather than
“wicked spirits. Free will is inherent to their condition.
- They may know they should act like monsters, but they

must still choose to act on that knowledge. What lends
depth to a Devil-Tiger is how she chooses to interpret her

imperatives of iniquity and righteousness, and how those
imperatives conflict with her urges as a Running Monkey.
'Kindred of the East is the story of the character’s journey

to lingand beyond. It is an arduous path that is not easy for
an aspirant of any Dharma, and the Howl of the Devil-
- Tiger is up there with the Path of a Thousand Whispers as
the most difficult :::rf tl:m: Dhﬂl'ﬂ‘lﬂﬂ for its practitioners to
embrace. ™ e |

 Your omoﬂs ﬂll S»l

As a player, you probably have beliefs about what is
’t;ﬁ%ht and wrong. Quite possibly, they differ markedly from

the pseudo-Legalistic moral code of the Devil-Tigers.

Roleplaying a Devil-Tiger while holding a faith that |

differs markedly from the Dharmic behefs can be difficult.
Jdf it makes you extremely uncomfortable to portray a
Crimson Tiger, or to be in a game where Devil-Tigers are

portrayed, it is probably better if you find a differenit game

_ to play in. There’s no reason to keep doing something you
“don’t find enjoyable. Horror gaming should not necessar-

ily be a light-hearted romp, bﬁt you shouldn’ l;dread going

to the next session either.

Keep in mind that the Devil- Tigers see themselves as :

evil creatures who perform a very useful and necessary
function in the universe. If there were no Devil-Tigers,
the wicked would go unreprimanded. Those avaricious or
‘unwholesome beings who wish to destroy the social or
cosmic order for pmnnaL/ benefit would proceed unop-

posed. Devil-Tigers suppress the wicked and moderate the ;_
excesses of the evil spirits. The Heavenly Devils are

unpleasant, but nt;:iwhere has Heaven dictated that the

- world should be a niGe place. Devﬂ-Tl.gers are not self-
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RoLerLayjng A Ljve-Actjon DeviL=TjGER

While our conscience forbids us from leaving out this sidebar, hopefully, your conscience forbids you
from taking part in the sorts of activities that necessitate it. You know by now just how nasty and dangerous
the Kuei-jin are in general, and how especially vicious and cruel are the Devils of Heaven. Righteousness
is an easy directive to uphold on paper and in action, but the others are more tricky. Passion and pain are
guideposts on the way to enlightenment that require (ironically) a delicate hand when used in a live-action
context. Devil-Tigers do not rationalize and contemplate, they act. Immediately. However, you the player
have to think when you act, for the good of the game as well as the other players.

The most important things you have to think about and be aware of at all times are the core, inviolate
rules of Mind’s Eye Theatre play. Those rules include:

1.) No touching or stunts.

2.) No weapons.

3.) No drugs (including alcohol).

4.) Be mindful of others.

5.) It’s just a game.

These rules exist for your safety and the safety of those with whom you’re playing, and they stretch across

all Mind’s Eye Theatre games. If you can’t abide by these rules, you should probably go back to table-top.

People slip, people make mistakes, and accidents happen. These rules safeguard against as many eventualities
as are likely to come into play.

The most important rule, however, is “Be mindful of others.” Devil-Tigers have a duty to Heaven (and
to themselves) to punish the wicked and bring down the unrighteous, and by all rights, they revel in that
duty. Flaying the skin off an unrighteous sinner is a rush of power and self-gratification. Ruining an empire
from which the Mandate of Heaven has been withdrawn is a holy war fought (and enjoyed) by only one side.
The Devil-Tigers are Heaven’s incarnate angels, doing their duty and loving every second. However, you
are not. Consideration must be paid to the needs of the game you’re playing in and those of the other players.
A vengeful, misdirected or simply bored player of a Devil-Tiger can run rampant by deciding that events in
the game are “unrighteous.” A player whose character is acting on his divinely inspired sense of duty is a good
roleplayer; a player whose character is a whirling dervish of destruction for no good discernible reason is an
ass. If your character is tormenting, torturing or generally wrecking other characters (or their carefully laid
plans) just because your character can, not only is your character suffering a Moment of Blindness, you're
being an ass. Your character can do his duty and enjoy fulfilling his cosmic role in the universe, but remember
that there are other players in the game whose feelings are hurt by random acts of destruction against the
fruits of their creative labor. Temper your character’s actions with that realization. If you're making someone

uncomfortable (or just dogging him because your character’s bigger and badder), you're overdoing it, and it’s
time to back off.

On the other hand, don’t be afraid to play your character. People may complain when someone foils their
plans or calls them on their wickedness, and Devil-Tigers will encounter that at some point. They also tend
to laugh and say, “You should have kept to your Heavenly duty more tenaciously.” Remember, the Devil-
Tigers are the beings chosen by Heaven to punish and destroy that which is offensive to Heaven. They do
not have to be nice about it. They do have to be right, but they don’t hold anything back when they are.

Above all, remember that this is only a game. Taking the Devil-Tiger ideal out of game and into real life
crosses a very dangerous line. In this world, there truly are beings motivated to destroy the unrighteous —

we like to call those people Storytellers, parents, clergy, teachers and police. Heaven (and White Wolf)
supports those people wholeheartedly.

Play your character, play the game and have fun (which is MET’s biggest rule), but remember: It’s only
make-believe.
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%%;Qf strife among Cath

. Regardless ﬂf detallvs, r

looks outlined in this book are the vanilla, ecumenical
_outlooks of the “average” Devil- Tiger. E}EY represent the

| “"*afﬁ::ra} views of major religious sects, and were arrived at

sby those groups after a great deal of wrangling and com-
promise among the senior membership. Individual differ-
ences on doctrinal matters are often quite pronounced.
To give the most common example, many Devil-Tigers,

.-\..

particularly Running Monkeys, also adhere: to mortal
ruF:lrLgu::u:ms.~ It: is  from the beliefse

these faiths ¢

Tiger thought were wicked during life are ﬁshk ,ghmgs*ﬂ‘lat
each vampire punishes madFE th. .

e e

&8 Typically, Dev 'lﬂTlgggrs operate at a level wherﬂ reli-

- gions share a common morality. Moving to bring about
the spectacular downfall of a murderer and serial fapist

works for ﬁ'ﬂrﬁm and Taoist Kuei-jin alike. However,

ave specific cultural reference. Kuei-jin
| .._._1._#;. aries from individual to individual.
ad -:E:_-_ . ‘:«-’*? ﬂﬂemtlt? ﬂfﬂ D&EI]; Sfé

! oncerning
ng “that individual-Heavenly
“ D&vﬂs draw their murq&?tompass. The things a Dﬁvﬁ_'

h ! Furt}fe:mure, mm&mbe,z: tlmt the .EE’UIL-TLEEI out- 30M

. Youshould come toa hormr game understanding that -
you may not find the experierice entirely amusing. The
core of horror involves things that frighten or unsettle us.
If you're nm:m;lhng to experience some potentially un-
pleaﬁant stuff, you're probably not in the right place. On
the other hand, each of us has at least one thing that we
just do not want to deal with, be.itspiders, child abuse or
whatm: You have every nght: not to have to deal with
it in the course of an evening’s entertainment.

When you’re working up aDevil-Tiger character, you

- should probably find out What sort of material the other

e

ﬂ:Ells blﬂ: _. ~. T ]LIET
vﬂatural adee [ikewise, slavery
focess, but mistraatingﬁnesslayes

iR genemlly conﬁideredl However, not every Devii

~Tiger sees slavery or adultery or homosexuality as “just

another thing people do.” Q.‘I_ ewise, Muslim Kuei-jin's

hatred for recidivists and H‘n_"ﬁ- ay CunﬁlclamKueaw]m
despise those lacki _ nfilial piety are two co
ayan

i .53:@}?

In most cases, the Dev%“%f Heaven just 1gﬁﬂm camz
differences they may have with their co-religionists.
Heaven would nﬂt%ave chosen their fellow vampires for
its agentsifit drdn%pect ﬂ%@mnsﬁn Tigerstouse their
discretion. “However, cnnfhcn@ interests do anseﬁ@sand
 tempers can flare. to blast-furnace t&nﬁaeratures over the
dlspﬂﬁm of seuls one Devil-Tiger considers irredeem-
. able sinners and tl at another Heavenly Devil favors or
* findsblameless. Usually, northerly Devil- Tigers and Devil-

Tigers whono longer adhere to mortal faiths attempt to P'lﬂ-““
takentothe ¢

‘arbitrate these disputes, but the matter can be
_ ancestor, and twilight shaéow Wars ﬂv&r mdlﬂdual mc::r-
tals are not unknqm N

“.2 £

‘moral code, not your ﬁrm The clearer you make the
' leference bemremsgi T OWn I moral code and that of your
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ce Yﬂu’ll have your feehngﬁ hurt their

by an game IIIIEIdEn.t L1kew1se the more d[stinct?uu %

keep the character from your own persona, the less likely
you'll be to offend another player who can’t dlstmgmsh

between your feehngs;and thcr&e :}f your character.
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_players in the group'don’t want to deéal with. Naturally,
not everyone will tell you (because it sf ff they'd rather
not talk'about), but the more honest answers you get, the
more of an effort you can make to avoid these hot-button
topics and the more pleasant your gaming expenence will
be for everyone. If you realize during play that you're really

squicking'someone, don't try to play amateur therapist;

" just let it go and remember not to do that again.

It's easy to say re:spf:ct other people’s comfort zones,’
‘but it’s Hazd todo. so in practice. There has to be a give-
and-take: People who are sensitive to various things have
to deal with accidental references to their problems in a
reasonable fashion, and their peers should refrain from
repeatedly pressing sensitive buttonsonce they find them.
sYou shouldn’t be dreading the next session of a game, but
itis a Stﬂwtellmg game of persﬂnal horrﬂr

ddddd

What makesup a BemI#Ttgeﬂ B*,r develop ing astrong

_ context forthe character’s attitudes, you can make it

 significantly easier to know what he would think and do

- next. It's easy to see a character as he might be at a single

- moment, butforhimto  change and develop over time like.
a real person, you need to know more than just what he
and acts like. You need to know what made him

wh:} he i is and where he wants to go from here.
1

% What made ’Fﬂﬂ into a Crimson Tiger? Most Devil-
 Tigerslived violentorabusedlives, buildingup a thunder-
~ous wrath m&idf-: their hearts. With their torment in Yomi
+Wan, that thunderbolt was released, and a Crimson Tiger
was born. For the average Devil-Tiger, rebirth is an
E.xaltatmn, an elevation to a sublime state. At least during
better moments, most Devil-Tigers feel that their
Dharma was the next natural step for them in their
progress along the Wheel of Life.

Obviously, not everysingle Devil-Tigerin thf: Mlddlli’:
Kingdom was a secret policeman or murder camp victim.
Some people hide the heart of a monster quite carefully
dunng thmmaﬁai hves Regardiass, you cannot follow a -
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Dharma unless you beh&}e w1th a frightening intensity.

: force of Grea;er Yan %

Those who follow the Howl of the Devil-Tiger have
reasons to make a 'religi:_:}n out of their diabolical nature.

Whatever the origin may be, the end point is the same —
an tnlife wreathed in darknw, lit by fires and fierce
Ilgh'smng

ended in thls Stonnl: B

f:ﬂ'i?'EIll? Devils are forever in
motion. Creatures of passion : ction, th&y are alwaw,rs

pushing and pullmg, driving and dreaming. A Devil-
Tiget is never at rest. This nature, however, does. not
mean that Heavenly Devils have minuscule ‘attention -
spans. Rather, it implies that complacency is almost

totally absent atﬁc:ng even the most ancient Heavenly

Devils. If there is a new place to go or a new thing to do,

'_-l'|!- S e

?ﬂtl can h-e"’sm‘c to spot the Dehﬁi‘* igers t 1__._ re, hunting

sinners and meamrmg the financial 3nd political geom-

y, etry ‘of the situation like pool-shaﬂf? over a smoky table.

Jl.wt as they are dynamic, BEVﬂ#TIgEIS are also some of
the mast modern of the KUEI-*j in. Obvicusly, this: Eem{i@
ral adaptation 1 isn’t uni l. Some Kuei-jin of every
Dharma pick a p%[%a?ﬁ%ii'l h%y and stay there. However,
as a Dharma, the Devil-Tigers are always reaching out for
tomorrow.with both clawed hands, ready to cheat it of its
every thrill. Also, the Devil of Heaven aren’t just gang-

sters and samurai warlords. It’s perfectly possible to be a

Devil-Tiger science-fiction writer, system administrator,

CEO, pop musician or part;r’ft,ﬂ-u:tmnarg
Djrecrjon ;

Direction has a great tieﬂ»ﬁ of mﬂuenca on Kuen—;lm
existence. Blood astrology is fairly precise, and Kuei-jin
are thus often pigeonholed by their direction. While fh&.
readings are not always totally accurate, Cathayans gen-
erally fulfill their duties remarkably well. More common

~_thanan inaccurate re&dmg_ is a Kuei-jin who fulfills her

direction in ¢ an odd or unusual fashion. Kuei-jin often say

of a fellow vampite who is acting seemmgly in contradic-
tion of his directfon, “He is heading north to go east.”

North: Northerly H@*zvgnl? Devils, known as Blue
Ice Tigers, are thought to make exeellent administrators
and magistrates. Nnrtht:xly Kueijin traditionally provide
the scholars and philosophers who meditate over human
crimes and suitable pumaiunem:s Similarly, it is tradi-
tional that an informal tribunal of Ice Tigers mediates
disputes between Devil- Tigers that are not yet severe

who do not like ‘the Devil-Tigers call these vampires

“Smped Cranes” or “Feathered Tigers,” much to their

. irritation.

South: sﬂuth isthe dme:ci:mn of the Devil-Tigers,and
Dharma members of the Sﬂutl'ler]f’tﬁrﬁctmn are known as

sy
Gt R -

 zealots. De
cha&cter on thc road that '

) nOt nlm:gber amongthem. Asa stnuthern perods:,

L]
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tampered 'esﬁﬁ?e The Twmeﬂnmsun Tlgers are

the sword-dancers and ﬁtﬂ,spearheads of the Kuei-jin, .

Theyare war leadeﬁ artists, pﬁilﬂsuphers, visionaries and
ts. Devil- Tigersof the southern direction are thought

. to be tmpulswe, violent and cspecia“ﬁ? virile or sexually
- adept. Many pen&nguﬂan are south-directed, as the strong

_Yang Chi currents of the Golden Courts lead many of the
Gul Ren in that area to take t]:'lElI Second Breath during

| East* Called ’“ig Ejfad Cars” ﬂt “S inner-Devouring
Devils,” '

aaveai%f vi sﬁ@e&aﬁtdltmunnm among
the mqufs searching out ‘wrongdoing. These Kuei-jin
collect 1I'£ﬁ:trmatmn on the unrighteous, and the Big-Eyed
Cats are an’ﬂ;ng the first vampires the court turns to when
it needs to apply leverage to politicians, criminals or
busmessrﬁim Uigquestmnablﬂ moral character. If a mortal
public f1gur;has done wrong, the local Sinner-Devouring
Devils know of it:-Crimson Tﬁﬂ‘ﬁ of this direetion also
perform the duty of n:mﬂ%“tng the I:n%' blameless, putting
them side-by-side with the DevllaT;gers of the north
when disputes about, the suitability of certain sinners
arise. Eastern Dﬂ?ﬂ-’TlgeIS are thought to-be particularly
good merchants, and others often ask them to help lead or
advise Dewlr'!'tgﬁ trading groups.
‘est: Called “Bone Tigers” or”Ghmst-Hunnng Dev-
Kuei-jin of the western d1rectm travel between the
YE%W Springs and the Middle Kingdom on missions of

* vengeance for both the living and the dead ‘Some oppose

iniquiry and corruption among the ghosts ofthe Yellow
Sprw ‘These scourges of corrupt ghost-magistrates are
known colloquially as “Knightly Ghost-Tigers,” and they
champion honesty and probity much more openly than
among the living. Other Heﬁvenhr Devils, called “Stern
Nnttc&De:hwmg Spirits,” search the lands of the dead
and the living alike for those who amﬁd back from their
* vengeance by the Wall. These vamptres evaluate such
matters to see if they merit the attentions of the Heavenly
Devils. If they do, then the Nunce-DeImermg Devils see
that justice is done. Western Kuei-jin are quite rare, and
they are stereotypically considered social cold fish.

* Center: Center-direction Crimson Tigers are called
“Burning Thunders Sages” or “Black Axis Scholars.” As
has been related elsewhere, the Devil-Tigers are great
catchers of chih-mei. The Blick Axis Scholars lead the
Heavenly Devils in these efforts. Center-direction Kuei-
jin also-study creatures of negative spiritual resonance,

and itis ff@m thﬁf pens that the Devil- Tiger scholarship

on demnnﬂTngy ﬂﬂWE Thenlogmns mystics and scholars,

_enough to *ment the attention of. the lﬂcal court. Those these Devil-Tigers are particularly close to the spiritual

roots of the Dharma, though difficult for more worldly
Devil-Tigers tocommunicate with. Center-direction vam-

pires are also the nwhsts of Devil-Tiger society, and.a
Devil-Tiger dragon nest: 1thﬂu; a Burning Thunder to *
tend it is cnns1dered’ hust mauspu:iﬂus
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DeviL Tiger TerMiNOLOGY

August Body of Sagacious Devils — One of the
three traditional institutions of Devil-Tiger society. The
August Body is an independent testing body that certifies
the competency of individual Devil-Tigers thmugh a
series of rigorous tests of aptitude and :.1113111!:5r

Ban Ren Guei — “Half-Demon People.” Bakemma
_ botn from the union between a human or Yang-imbalanced

Kuei-jin and a succubus-like Sleeper-Seducing Bane.

Big-Eyed Cats — Devlerlgers of the eastern direc-
tion, who walk among the mortals seeking out the unrigh-
‘teous and the servants of the Yama Kings.

Black Iron Talons — An inquisitorial sect of the
Devil-Tigers, concerned about fighting the servants of
Yomi in the heré'and now. Dedicated to the extermina-

"= tion of heretics, af@jgna and similarly unrighteous beings.
~ Blue Ice T:ger@ - A nickname for the nﬂrtherly,
Devil-Tigers, who sewe as magtst:rates among the Devtl

Tigers and mecﬁat& over the proper punishs
ners whose crimes are of a questionable nature

Bone Tigers ——-West-dlre::ted Devil-Tigers who un-

dertake missions of vengeance for the living among the
“dead, and for the dead among the living.

Brilliant Embers — A Devi

il-Tiger sect common in

the Golden Courts and related to the Thﬂusancl Ember :
. Righteousness Society. |

Burning Thunders Sages—- Center-direction Devil-

Tigers. The Burning Thunders Sages are the ritualists,

sorcerers of Devil-Tiger snmety, and they also maintain

the Dharma’s dragon nests.

Celestial Devﬂ Anﬂther term for Devil-Tiger, -
used mostly in the Infinite "]“hunders Court and Gold
“mCourts.. . il
‘Day of Two guns—ﬂ-e-Day, the da',r of the bﬂmblng oy

~ of Hiroshima, a holy day for the Devil-Tiger Dharma
celebrating. the moment when it became possible to
destroy the world at the turning of the Age.

Devils of Heaven — Another term fnr the followers
of the Devil-Tiger Dharma.

Distinguished Smner-f?umshmg Sncmtv — A pro-

scribed sect thatbelievesthar hm}y visible sinners should
be destmyed npf:nhf fﬁr theu' wickedness as a lesson to

l'ﬂﬂi:tﬂls

ﬂ&ctnt Money Wickedness Club — The large:st:f:v
and most prosperous of the Devxl—Tlger tradmg and in-

vestment gmups,

Golden Mandarin— A mandarin whnse hasattained
enlightenment not from experience and learning, but
from their consumption of the golden E}u (also called
Yugen) used to power hsien: magic.

Guanxi — Not only the mystlcal bonding between
members of awu but also the term used to describe a non-

F

magical relatmnshlp built on the gwmg of gifts, favors ancl
other exchanged klﬂdIlESErES

‘Heavenly Devils — See D__ewls of Heaven.

Righteous Earth-Prison Smiting Fist — A pro-
scribed sect of Devil-Tiger extremists in the Quincunx

~ dedtcat&d to thenverthmw of Qin Shihuang for the sinof

constructing a false “Hell” and usul‘plng the honors dueto
Heaven.
The Searing Wind — A large, well-organized and

highly illegal extremist sect of Devil- Tigers containing
several bodhisattvas and led by their self-proclaimed

‘Grand Arhat, who plans to face the Deman Emperor in
single combat when the Age 1 turns.

Society. of Bngands and Decacf Dynasty Top-
pling Devils - One of the three tradxtrﬁ%lal institutions

of Devil-Tiger society. Called out by the bodhisattvas of -
the Dharma in times of social turmoil, the Society of
Brigands serves to hasten social reform by assuring the
destruction of old social edifices. It also serves to prevent

_the Devil-Tiger hierarchy from becoming too fixed.

Thousand Embers R:ghtenusness Societies — One

.{ of the three traditional institutions of Devil-Tiger society,
‘the Thousand Embers R1ghteausness Societies take the

place of social groups and temples and serve both as guanxi

networks and as terrorist cells for the Devil-Tiger’s up-

coming destruction of huma:;;, ﬁltrll%atiﬁn at the urning .,
of the Age. : ;

Twice-Crimson Tlgers—snuthem direction Devil-
Tigers, known for shnrt tﬂmpem and extreme passion.

August Body of Sagacmus Devlls — Lian Zhe Kum
Ban Ren Guei — “Half-fDemnn People™ =

- Big-Eyed Cats — Da Yen Mao
Black Iron Talons — Hei Tie Zhao

", Blue Ice Tigers — Lur Bing Hu

b Bone-Tigers — Gu Hu
< Knightly Gl'ﬂ%@t -Tigers — Guei Hu Shi
Brilliant Embers — Liang Yu Jin
. Buming Thunders Sages - Sao Lei Zhe
“Celestial Devil— Shang Tien Kuei
The Day of Two Suns — Liang Re Tian

" Devils of Heaven — Tien An Kuei

Distinguished Sinner Punishing Society — Da Jie Zhu
The Electric Money Wickedness Club — Dien Chien

Golden Mandarin — Jing Ju

Righteous Earth-Prison Smiting Fist — Tu Yu Kui
The Searing Wind — Sao Fung

Society of Brigands and Decadent Dynasty Tﬂppllng :
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THEIK

At its heart, the Devil-Tiger philosophy embraces an
exceedingly simple set of beliefs. It is this essential sim-
plicity that has allowed the Dharma to persevere despite
amillennia-long history of schisms and internal conflicts.
These beliefs were first summarized in the text known as
The Righteous Fire, one of the first Kuei-jin philosophical

BRONES

documents. This text poetically expresses the inarticulate
urges of the former Ten Thousand Immortals, their at-
tempt to accept their new condition and establish a path
to spiritual redemption. It was not until the appearance of
the texts now known as The Blood Sutras and The Songs of

Hell that this movement was decisively given voice,




triggering a series of schisms that produced the five
modern Dharmas.

Atits heart, the Devil-Tiger Dharmarecognizes three
great imperatives: Passion, Pain and Righteousness. While
opinions may differ greatly in the particulars of the path
to The Hundred Clouds, all Devils of Heaven recognize
these three central tenets as necessary to their Dharmic
journey.

The parable of Xue and the Mantra of Pain, in The
Blood Sutras, illustrates the core of this belief clearly and
poetically. The parable relates that Xue, torn by anguish
and self-hatred at the fall of Meru, wandered among the
burning ruins with tears of blood streaming down his face.
He uprooted nettles and rubbed them over his body until
his fingers were too swollen to grasp the stalks, His self-
loathing still unfulfilled, Xue then began to gash his flesh
with a knife. At the pinnacle of his self-hate, Xue drove
the knife into his face. With his swollen fingers and the
sharp blade, the Grand Arhat sought to erase his very
identity, that the face of Heaven might not look upon him
and know of his disgrace. As he cast the tattered scrap of
flesh into the flames, dén came upon Xue as if a shutter
were opened in a dark room, and the arhat was Enlight-
ened.

PassjoN

Xue was a creature of fire and passion at the time of his
enlightenment. Likewise, the Kuei-jin do not walk the
Road Back because of profound education and love of
heavenly moderation. They return from Yomi because of
their talent as devils. The Kuei-jin rise from their graves
as devils, and the Devils of Heaven feel that they must
embrace this nature fully. “To do otherwise,” a Devil-
Tiger would say, “is to dwell in denial. The Gui Ren are
not the Ten Thousand Immortals — the failure of their
ancestors to cleave to the heavenly virtues stripped that
title from them forever.”

“We are the Ten Thousand Wicked Spirits,” they
would say, “and we are creatures of burning emotion!”
Such is the heart of the Devil-Tiger philosophy — to
embrace one’s new nature fully. The P’o drives the Kuei-
jin the way the heart drives a mortal. The P’o loves, hates,
covets and lusts with an intensity that is undimmed by
moral concerns. The Gui Ren can harness this dynamo, or
they can spend their existences walling it away. For the
Devil-Tigers, the choice is obvious.

A Kauei-jin should not be controlled by his P’o, for
without control, the P'o is a simple-minded monster,
unable to distinguish righteousness from hunger. Yet a
Guan Ren cannot live in denial of his P’o without nega-
tive effects, any more than a human can live in denial of
her instincts. Thus, what the other Dharmas seek to
rationalize and abjure, the Devil-Tigers embrace and
harness.

A model Devil-Tiger lives her every day with a
complete and unflinching zeal, as if it were her last. An
enlightened Devil-Tiger, like an animal, does only one
thingat atime. When they fuck, they think of nothing but
sex; when they kill, they know nothing but the joy of
strife. They are mercurial, violent and imbued with an
animal surety so strong that they sometimes find it diffi-
cult to walk among mortals undiscovered.

This is the peace the Devil-Tigers make with the P’o:
The Hun accepts its primal brother. It will feel the
passions of the animal soul and revel in them. In return,
the P’o does the bidding of the Hun without complaint,
for the Hun is a planner, and it knows paths to gratifica-
tion the P’'o could never dream of. While the Howl of the
Devil-Tiger is the most easily understood and primal of
the Dharmas, it is also the most difficult. A Devil of
Heaven prospers or fails by the strength of her P’o, and to
bow to the demands of the P’o is to accept a Moment of

Blindness.

The P'o must be forever enslaved by force of will,
harnessing the dark power of its animal soul and reveling
in the lower soul’s tumultuous desires and fierce yearnings
without compromising the Hun's own agenda of righ-
teousness. 1 his knife-edge must be carefully balanced
upon; it’s one that many Kuei-jin begin but few complete.
Those Gui Ren who fail become chih-mei, are destroyed or
change to other, more placid Dharmas. Those who suc-
ceed become tempests in human shape, incarnate devils
whose passions, they claim, blaze bright enough to burn
the world to ashes in the coming Age of Sorrow. As Xue
was exalted by his anguish when he tore the flesh from the
bones of his skull, so too are the Devils of Heaven exalted
by the intensity of their own passions. Just as the door to
Enlightenment was opened for the Grand Arhat, thus
does it open to those who would follow in his footsteps.

Pajn

Agony brought Xue to enlightenment. Not simple
pain, but the terrible anguish of knowing that Heaven had
withdrawn its favor from his people. Walking through
fallen Meru, he knew that the Wan Xian had committed
a sin so great that the very breath was taken from their
bodies, leaving them to rot as no more than walking
corpses. His world in ruins, the glory of the Immortals
fallen to ashes, his own wickedness at the very surface of
his heart, Xue could see matters clearly for the first time.
So it is that the Devil-Tigers first perceive their situation
clearly amidst the agonies of Yomi, brilliantly illuminated

by the torments of the Thousand Hells.

The Deyvils of Heaven blow up from Yomi like storm
clouds, but they know that complacency is never far away.
The Wan Xian became corrupt and greedy while their
mortal foes, the Yama Kings, grew ever stronger. Likewise,
despite the urgency of his plight, the natural state of the
Gui Ren is still the lassitudinous rhythm of a vanished
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mortal life. To combat this complacency, the Devils of
Heaven seek to keep themselves awake with reminders of
their time in Hell. “There is nothing but rest in the Mouth
of Yomi!” is the traditional shout of masters as they swing
hot pokers to beat sluggish disciples from their beds.

Though she may lurk in her den to recover from lost
battles, the enlightened Devil-Tiger never rests on her
successes. Where the P’o fails to provide impetus, needles
dipped in salt and acid are applied instead. Sloth is the
gateway to complacency, and ultimately to decadence
and decline. Only pain staves off this ever-encroaching
torpor. Agony is a glowing white reminder of the torments
of the Thousand Hells, and a wakeup call for those whose
attention has begun to drift toward matters of self-gratifi-
cation. Of this, the Devil-Tigers are certain.

Indeed, the Devils of Heaven are veritable missionar-
ies of pain. All around them, they see a world asleep and
decadent. How ready it is for the burning poker of an
enlightened master to come turn it out of bed and set it to
training in the ways of righteousness! The Devil-Tigers
seek to bring pain not just to themselves, but also to those
around them, a reminder of life’s urgent mission that is too
awful to ignore.

The Devil-Tigers are not cut-rate sadists. Simple
physical punishment has its place, but overindulgence in
the primitive arts of agony not only serves the P’o, but it
is spiritually limiting as well. Xue was not enlightened by
a broken leg or battle wound, but by the disgrace and
destruction of his immortal race. Likewise, the Devil-
Tigers were not awakened by the banal brutalities of life,
but by the sublime torments of the Yomi Hells.

Physical excruciation is certainly useful for persuad-
ing reluctant mortals or even awakening them spiritually;
yet the hearts of the living would explode from agony or
stop from shock long before the pain became great enough
to make the gates of dén swing wide. Similarly, the
excruciation of a being that has been exposed to the
agonies of Yomi can consume an extraordinary amount of
time. While such torments may have appeal as a leisure
activity, they quickly lose their novelty — for both
torturer and victim — when used as a teaching tool.

Well aware of this fact, the enlightened Devil-Tiger
seeks to cause agony to herself and others that far surpasses
the bounds of mere physical experience. The torments she
inflicts are the agonies of the soul. If the touch of lye along
a nerve is agony, how much greater is the wrenching
emptiness of abandonment or the abject helplessness of
grief? The greatest torturers among the Devil-Tigers never
lay a hand on their victims. Instead, these enlightened
monsters arrange vast tragedies and spectacular ruination
withamaster architect’s ora professional flower arranger’s
sense of balance.

Not even the souls of the Unrighteous are proof
against the Devil-Tiger. Those who have mastered the
Dragon Tear may assail the soul directly, using their P’o to
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brutally torture or even devour the spirits of the iniqui-
tous. But such crass brutalities are extreme, and to be used
on sinners in only the most extreme of circumstances,
(including, of course, a pressing need on the Devil’s part).
Still, those shen who must confront the Devil-Tigers do so
only with great trepidation, for centuries of enlighten-
ment can end with but a single sharp glance from an elder
Crimson Tiger.

RjGHTEOUSNESS

Xue stood in the burning ruins of Meru, his heart torn
asunder by an excess of grief. Once a resplendent sage, he
had become afaceless devil-corpse. His world was reduced
to broken stones, destroyed not by the host of his enemies,
but as punishment by the very Heaven the Wan Xian
purported to serve. Xue was nothing — stripped of rank
and breath — and he was crushed beneath the weight of
his shame.

It was at this time that dén came to Xue. Faceless now,
and with no identity save his wickedness, Xue still existed.
Heaven had not destroyed the Wan Xian, only made
them different and less than they had been. To believe
that the fall of Meru had changed the nature of the world,



Xue realized, was the utmost height of self-involvement
and hubris.

The world and the demands of the world had not
changed, only the Ten Thousand Immortals’ station in it.

Though Xue might be a lifeless vampire, a blood-drinking
Devil, he was still free to choose his way in the world. He
might continue his degeneracy and turn his face down-
ward and become a servant of the Yomi Lords, or Xue
might mend his decadence and become a magnificent and
cultured devil.

The Wan Xian would never be again: To seek re-
demption was to be a drunkard, crying over spilled wine.
An official who proves inadequate and is transferred and
demoted might prove himself in his new office and thus
rise to become distinguished in another branch of the
bureaucracy. Likewise, Xue might gain honor in the eyes
of Heaven by embracing his new station and seeking to
excel at it. It would not be easy, but it was not impossible.
If Xue was to be adevil, then he would be the greatest devil
that he could, and excel at all manner of devilish en-
deavor. Yet it is the obligation of all right-
thinking creatures to pursue Enlightenment, and
this Xue also resolved to do. Though he might be
an abomination in the eyes of Heaven
and Man, never again would he turn his face away from
the road of wisdom and spiritual refinement.
Thus was Xue enlightened, and the burden of his guilt
became as light as a feather when he clasped his arms
around his failure and embraced it.

Omer DHarMAS

The Devils of Heaven see themselves as preserving
the Wan Kuei from unrighteous behavior that endangers
their society as a whole. The Devil-Tigers set Heretics
(whom they see as misguided) firmly back on the path of
righteousness, utilizing violence only if the heretic proves
recalcitrant. Devil-Tigers see this role as an extension of
their mission of Infant Devil Civilizing, and Heavenly
Devil missionaries make their ways to the fringes of the
Middle Kingdom and beyond regularly looking for
kanbujian to educate. They treat followers of truly hereti-
cal faiths as akuma — they remove them from the Middle
Kingdom quickly and efficiently, so that their poisonous
faiths cannot contaminate the courts of the Wan Kuei.
The five canonical Dharmas are almost universally toler-
ated. After all, the Grand Arhat and the Five Emperors
ordained the Five Roads, and only the most fanatical of
Devil-Tiger extremists question this judgment.

That tolerance doesn’t mean that the Crimson Tigers
think all the other Dharmas are just dandy. The Heavenly
Devils are insufferably arrogant about their role in the
cosmic order. If you ask him his thoughts off the top of his
head, the average Devil-Tiger will tell you that the
Heavenly Devils are the greater Yang force, and that the
other Kuei-Jin should stand aside and take care of their
little patches of turf. The Crimson Tigers will deal with
this upcoming Age of Sorrow.
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The degree to which they display this attitude varies
from Devil-Tiger to Devil-Tiger. Some, like those of the
Searing Wind cult, are fanatics devoted to wiping out or
suppressing the other Dharmas. Other Devil-Tigers ad-
here very strictly to an ecumenical view of the Dharmas
as just one of five routes on the Road Back. As in most
things, the majority of Devil-Tigers walk somewhere in
the middle, embracing the fact that they're destined to be
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the key players of the next Age, while still attempting to
honor the Way of Origin.

REeSPLENDENT CRANES

The Resplendent Cranes broke away from the Devil-
Tigers early in Kuei-jin history, during the Five Emperors
period and near the tumultuous end of the Wan Kuei’s
first organized religious movements. Unsurprisingly, the
primary reason for this schism was the matter that contin-
ues to divide the Dharmas today. While the faiths share a
common thirst for righteous existence, Devil-Tigers make
their fallen state as Gui Ren a keystone of their faith. In
contrast, the Resplendent Cranes seek redemption in the
eyes of Heaven and a return to the glory of the Wan Xian.
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At the time, there was a great deal of acrimony
between the Devil-Tigers and the schismatic Resplen-
dent Cranes, made all the more heated by the political
backing the Cranes received from the Five Emperors.
While there is still a great deal of hard feeling today,
intervening millennia have dulled hatred to an almost
friendly contempt. Today, both Dharmas spend far more
effort on sectarian disputes within their respective faiths
than on inter-Dharmic conflicts.

Nevertheless, violence between Tigers and Cranes is
not unknown, and emotional temperatures often run
high. Both Dharmas indulge in a great deal of sophistry
over which faith is more important to the cosmic cycle.
The Devils of Heaven perceive the Cranes as millenarian,
wasting their time speculating preparing for a pie-in-the-
sky return to Meru rather than accepting the facts of the
situation and preparing for the warfare of the Sixth Age.
Furthermore, the Resplendent Crane predilection toward
legalism leads them to be perceived as hidebound old
women who look for a justification from Xue and the
Sages to scratch their asses rather than acting from what
their hearts know is righteous. For their part, the Resplen-
dent Cranes think of the Devil-Tigers as blood-smeared
savages reveling in their barbarism. The Cranes make
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little secret of the fact that they plan to rebuild the world
as an edifice of righteousness after the Devil-Tigers have
destroyed the Demon Emperor. Most of them will know
no happier day than the one on which the Eye of Heaven
looks down on a world where the Devil-Tigers are no
more.

Despite this ugly rivalry, the Devils of Heaven and
the Cranes share the leadership of Kuei-jin society. Not
only do the two groups comprise a majority of the Kuei-jin
population in most areas, they share an agenda and
worldview. While views on their roles in the rapidly
looming turning of the Age may differ, the faiths are built
on the same foundation. Mandarins and jina of the
August Body of Sagacious Devils (see pg. 34) work side-
by-side with Crane bureaucrats routinely on matters of
concern to their courts, though both groups spend a lot of
time proving which is the better.

THrRASHING DRrAGONS

The Devil-Tigers generally enjoy less cordial rela-
tions with this Dharma, their other direct offshoot, than
with the Cranes. While both Tigers and Dragons place
great emphasis on passion, most Heavenly Devils see the
Thrashing Dragons en masse as degenerates who place
self-gratification before spirituality. Where the Resplen-
dent Cranes are fussy children determined to curry favor
with the August Personage by tattling on their brothers
and sisters, the Laughing Rainbows are simply base.

To the Heavenly Devils, wickedness and perversity
are holy duties, and they are taken very seriously as a
result. Most Devil-Tigers see themselves as responsible for
tending the world’s garden of darkness as well as the one
within their individual souls. To these Kuei-jin, the
habits of the Thrashing Dragons smack of either unso-
phisticated self-indulgence or the sort of decadence that
led the Wan Xian to turn their faces away from Heaven.
The Devil-Tigers usually tolerate the Thrashing Dragons,
but they don’t take them seriously.

In the southern reaches of the Middle Kingdom,
where the Passion Bloodflower sect of the Thrashing
Dragon Dharma displaces the Laughing Rainbows, the
matter is quite different. In some places, the Bloodflowers
live in harmony with the Devils of Heaven. Such is
particularly true where sympathy for the Brilliant Embers
sect of the Devil-Tigers runs deep. In other areas — most
notably Thailand and some parts of the Malay interior —
the Bloodflowers are much more extreme in outlook.
Devil-Tigers not of the Brilliant Embers sect are some-
times subject to prejudice and violence, and even the
Brilliant Embers tread lightly.

DeviL-Tigers

Bowne Fiowkrs

The Devil-Tigers regard the Song of the Shadows
with a mixture of contempt and curiosity. As followers of
the Lesser Yin virtue, the Bone Flowers are as diametri-
callyopposed to the Devil-Tigers asa Dharma can be. The
primary interactions between the Dharmas are very busi-
nesslike. The Devil-Tigers purchase information from the
knowledge-loving Bone Flowers, and in turn, the follow-
ers of the Song of the Shadows use the Heavenly Devils to
perform such tasks of distasteful violence as they find
necessary.

Both groups hold the other in a distant sort of con-
tempt, but interactions between the mainstreams of the
Dharma are generally either very formal or part of a wu-
relationship and thus very informal. The Devils of Heaven
find the Bone Flowers to be annoyingly fleeting, irritat-
ingly yielding and often irresistibly fascinating. In return,
the Bone Flowers find the Devil-Tigers to be crass, igno-
rant and fascinated with just a single note in the sym-
phony of the Tapestry, yet possessed of a vibrancy that is
invigorating in a repulsive sort of way. Repelled yet
mutually attracted, the Dharmas exist in an odd sort of
symbiotic stasis that is the subject of much comment
among Thousand Whispers scholars. Few Dharmas
complement one-another so openly and so well, and
strong emotional interdependencies whose precise nature
is very difficult to describe often spring up between

members of these Dharmas when they come together in a
wul.

Roortiess Trees

The Devil-Tiger's relationship with the Rootless Trees
is complex and marked by an indifference rare among
such passionate beasts. Because the path originated with
the Grand Arhat and has produced bodhisattvas, it is seen
as valid. Nevertheless, it is also seen as profoundly differ-
ent than the other Dharmic paths. The Way of Origin is
more than mere words; those who walk the Road Back are
remade in the agonies of Yomi. Heavenly Devils see
themselves and other Kuei-jin as lost to the mortal world.

Yet the Rootless Trees cling in many ways to mortal

roots, symbolically walking the Buddha's path and living
a thousand fabricated lives to arrive at the Hundred
Clouds. The Thousand Whispers dah, the Devil-Tigers
believe, is unlike the ddh of other Kuei-jin. Rather than
apotheosizing as a perfect servant of the Heaven, they
instead become a true bodhisattva, an enlightened saint
whose soul is microcosmic of the universe.

This path is neither good nor bad. Many of the
Celestial Devils see the Hollow Reeds as cowardly yet
clever, but the Devils of Heaven do not judge the Thou-
sand Whispers by Devil-Tiger standards. Most Devil-
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Tigers feel a sincere unstated respect for the Wise Centi-
pedes, and some Devil-Tiger mandarins habitually act as
volunteer tomb-guards for Rootless Trees who would not
otherwise be able to undergo the ritual to properly shed a
current mortal identity.

Hererjcar DHarMAS

Flame of the Rising Phoenix

To the Devil-Tigers, a Kuei-jin following the Flame
of the Rising Phoenix is not on the Road Back but instead
languishes in denial. Coming to grips with the residues of
his earthly life is a part of every Kuei-jin’s spiritual
journey. Clinging to the Running Monkey stage is simply
a sign of unwillingness to admit an atrocious karmic
situation. If all that was required for a Kuei-jin to reach
the Hundred Clouds was self-acceptance, most Wan Kuei
would disappear by the time they had existed for a mortal
lifetime.

To become a mandarin requires a level of enlighten-
ment beyond the ability of a mortal to achieve, and self-
acceptance is partand parcel of that state. The bodhisattvas
point out that despite similarities, Kuei-jin clearly are not
ghosts — there is no Transcendence for those whose
karma is poor enough to land them a Second Breath, only
the millennia-long quest for the Hundred Clouds. When
asked about the lack of bodhisattvas for the Rising Phoe-
nix path, most Devil-Tigers helpfully point out that a
broken path leads nowhere, and that it is difficult to
contact those who have fallen into the Mouth of Yomi.

The Tempest of Inward Focus

While followers of the Tempest of Inward Focus act
differently than followers of the Path of the Thousand
Whispers, most Devil-Tigers find the philosophies just as
alien as those of the Rootless Trees. Wise Centipedes are
afraid to live one life too much, and the Tempests are
afraid to live at all. What's the difference, really? Young
or ambitious Devil-Tigers sometimes participate in hunt-
ing Tempests where the Dharmic path is persecuted. For
the most part, however, the Devils of Heaven don’t hunt
out followers of this faith, and when they come to the
attention of the Devil-Tigers, they're usually just chased
offor forced to recant their heresies rather than destroyed.

The Face of the Gods

Few things will cause a Devil-Tiger to stop the hunt
for an akuma, but even the fanatics of the Black Iron
Talons will ignore their devil-eaten quarry to erase one of
the self-proclaimed “Godlings” from the face of the Middle
Kingdom. Asall right-thinking Devil-Tigers know, O was
driven to madness by the akuma who infested his court as
punishment for his insight into the nature of Yomi. To
believe that his final rantings are anything more than the
plaintive scratching of a mad creature is the height of
wishful thinking. And to presume to usurp the title of God
when Heaven stripped the Ten Thousand Immortals of
their station for hubris? That arrogance is an insult to the
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August Personage of Jade, Xue, the Arhats and the Celes-
tial Order as well as a slap in the face every breathless and
accursed Kuei-jin who is not a self-deluding fool. The
Devil-Tigers see the Godlings as abscesses in the body of
the Tapestry, and themselves as the Surgeons of Heaven,
come to burn out the pus and cauterize the wound. There
may be pain and scars from the operation, but the Heav-
enly Devils know in their black hearts that even amputa-
tion is better than letting such a gangrenous infection
persist.

Spirit of the Living Earth

Inasmuch as Devil-Tigers are ever compassionate,
most of the Devils of Heaven find the Cerulean Veils to
be sadly misguided. While the Veil’s misunderstandings
of the Celestial Order are just as serious as those of the
Godlings, they possess none of the Godlings’ hubris.
Rather than elevating themselves, the Cerulean Veils
underrate themselves, doing obeisance to spirits who are
no more than officials in other branches of the Celestial
Order. That the spirits do not find some tactful way to
explain the truth of this embarrassing situation is just
another sign of the Natural Order’s decay.

Some malevolent Devil-Tigers take advantage of
these sadly misinformed heretics, posing as powers in the
spirit world and bending Cerulean Veils to their will.
Most instead attempt to educate these sad souls in the true
nature of the Middle Kingdom, as part of the Devil-Tiger’s
task of Infant Devil Civilizing. If the Veil does not or will
not listen, then how things proceed depends on the Devil-
Tiger in question. Some take direct action, some inform
elders of their court, and a few just let the sadly misin-
formed creature go on its way if it is not in danger of
becoming chih-mei. Such generosity is rare, however, in
the case of such a severe heresy.

Tz Fioanng WoRLD

The Wan Kuei do not walk the world alone. The dark
corners of the Middle Kingdom teem with shen, and there
are more topics for an aspiring mandarin to master than
mere religious politics. Extreme creatures, the Devil-
Tigers have extreme interactions with the world around
them. The attitudes that follow are, as always, that of the
fictional “average” Devil-Tiger. Individuals have unique
backgrounds, personalities and habits that may cause
them to act strongly at odds with Dharmic stereotype.

Seectres, Banes anp Baxgrono

To understand the Dharma’s attitude toward Banes
and Spectres, it is important to remember that the Devil-
Tigers do not see themselves as acting like devils, they see
themselves as devils. The Devils of Heaven believe them-
selves to be just that — divinely ordained agents of the
Celestial Bureaucracy. As a result, the Heavenly Devils’
attitude toward wicked spirits is not one of fear or hatred,
but of command and authority.



Though lesser evils can be dangerous or destructive to
the Heavenly Order when in the command of the Yama
Kings or some other unrighteous being, the Devil-Tigers
believe that such forces of wickedness are essential to the
turning of the Ages — provided they are controlled
properly. By the estimation of the Devil-Tigers, they are
the beings best suited to provide this control.

Just as the Bone Flowers traffic with the spirits of the
Yin world and the Thrashing Dragons with the spirits of
Yang, so the Devil-Tigers make their way among the
spirits of darkness. To put none too fine a point on it,
many members of the Devil-Tiger Dharma are casual
demonologists. While bargaining with one’s soul or ac-
knowledging a wicked spirit as master is cause for a
Moment of Blindness as well as a capital offense, to
command or demand obedience is no sin at all: It is the
Kuei-jin's right by the Mandate of Hell.

Rare indeed is the Devil-Tiger jina or mandarin
whose home and person are not protected by bakemono,
and who does not have wicked spirits at her beck and call.
The practice is hazardous, for wicked spirits are often
quite fierce or bound to the service of unrighteous evils
like the Yama Kings or their western counterparts, the
Onceborn and Maeljin Incarna. Existence without peril is
not existence at all, however, and to enforce their man-
date the Devil-Tigers have developed what may be the
World of Darkness’ largest store of demonological infor-
mation unrelated to the worship of dark powers.

Among the shen, only the Lightning People can rival
the Devil-Tiger’s knowledge and command of evil spirits.
While this claim does nothing to endear the Devils of
Heaven to hengeyokai and hsien, who have difficulty
distinguishing Devil-Tigers from akuma, most vampires of
more than a few years of age are as accustomed to this
traffic with dark powers as we are to electricity. However
wondrous or frightening it may be to the outside observer,
demonology has been the unvarying custom of the Devils
of Heaven since the Five Emperors period, and it is
considered in no way out of the ordinary.

MorraLs

The Devil-Tigers divide mortals into two types: Those
who are righteous, and those who are sinners. For the
Devils of Heaven, just as for mortals, the line between sin
and righteousness is a fine one, and one that is often
difficult to locate. Few Tigers find this vagueness to be a
paralyzing problem, however. Unlike the Resplendent
Cranes, most vampires of this Dharma view sin and
iniquity as inescapable components of the human condi-
tion. The tenets of the Devil-Tiger Dharma recognize
explicitly the essentially banal character of most evil.
“Even if the Celestial Devils murdered a sinner at the
moment of his first transgression,” these Kuei-jin say,
“new sinners would spring up instantly to take his place.”

As a result, most Devil-Tigers see themselves as
groundskeepers in the garden of iniquity. Their mission is
not to monitor the progress of each individual leaf and

flower. The beauty of the world is in its natural vibrancy,
and such careful tending would inevitably spoil the effect.
Instead, the Devil-Tigers trim the bushes and pull the
weeds that endanger the garden as a whole. By lopping off
the most egregiously malformed branches, the Heavenly
Devils protect the entire tree from its own weight.

This is not to say that the Tigers have not devised
exhaustive catalogs of sins and their prescribed punish-
ments. Such literature is actually quite common among
followers of the Dharma, but most of it is of a strictly
academic character. Not only are there few Devil-Tigers
and many sinners, it is demeaning and far below the
station of an agent of the Celestial Bureaucracy for these
Kuei-jin to go about excruciating adulterers.

Other than as an intellectual exercise, there are two
primary reasons the Devil-Tigers take interest in minor
sinners. First, many Devil-Tigers have a compunction
about feeding on the pure of heart. Sinners are the
purview of the Heavenly Devils: Unlike the behavior of
the stereotypical western devil, tempting the righteous to
iniquity is of little or no interest to the average Crimson
Tiger. Most followers of this Dharma are perfectly con-
tent to leave the blameless to their own devices. Thus,
many of these Gui Ren find it important to rest assured
that a potential vessel is under their jurisdiction before
feeding.

The second reason is the need for practice. Young
Devil-Tigers must learn their art somehow, and it would
be terrible for an especially infamous sinner’s punishment
to go awry because inexperience made his tormentor
clumsy or unsure. While the Devils of Heaven can, of
course, practice the strictly technical aspects of torture on
one-another, a certain amount of practical training is
necessary for a truly well-rounded education. Leaving
aside details like the mortal propensity for heart failure
when subjected to prolonged agony, torture of any sort is
a profoundly psychological act, and that aspect cannot be
simulated anywhere outside the field.

Accordingly, a certain number of the Middle
Kingdom'’s shabby con men, dishonest tax accountants
and sleazy used furniture salesmen are utterly destroyed
each year, or else they vanish without a trace. Presumably
victims of poor fortune or on the run from creditors, these
unfortunates serve as learning experiences for novice
Devil-Tigers, or as dress rehearsals for the ruination or
excruciation of particularly infamous sinners.

Tie TRoLY Wicxen

The deeply iniquitous, however, attract much closer
scrutiny from the Devils of Heaven than the average
mortal. Most obviously, punishing the wicked is part of
the devilish vocation. Devil-Tigers see punishing sinners
is a combination of sport and religious activity. Some
pursue solo careers, while others join social societies
similar to sports clubs and punish the wicked as a team
effort. These clubs often specialize in particular sins, and
there are national and international invitation-only or-
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ganizations where the masters of the art congregate to
refine their techniques and work together to bring about
the downfall of the truly irredeemable.

Simple anguish and agony aren’t the only goals of the
Devil-Tigers when walking among the unrighteous. In
the same way that many Devils of Heaven are compelled
to feed from only the immoral, a great portion of them
likewise prefer to use the wicked and corrupt to build their
power bases. The Celestial Devils do not acquire power
simply to further their personal agendas and their wars
against the Yama Kings. There are always the needs of
tomorrow to plan for, and elegant evil is expensive. For
the Devils of Heaven, evil and acquisitiveness typically go
hand-in-hand, and many Devil-Tigers apply themselves
diligently to the pursuit of wealth and influence as part of
their Dharmic path. '

As luck would have it, wealth and influence tend to
congregate naturally in the hands of the wicked. Thus,
through bribery, blackmail and intimidation, they chan-
nel the sins of the unrighteous toward the cause of Heaven
— as embodied by its duly designated representatives, of
course. Though the sins of the guilty may seem to go
unpunished, serving a Devil-Tiger master for the remain-
der of one’s miserable existence is, in most cases, far
greater punishment than any simple torture could ever be.

But bilking the wicked of their money and influence
is not the only practical way the Heavenly Devils deal
with them. Not every sinner is politically and financially
adept. Much of society’s refuse is composed of nothing
more than piggish, uncultured thugs. Devil-Tigers black-
mail or buy some of these rapists, abusers and cold-
blooded murderers for use as cheap muscle. More often,
those servants whose intellectual and social integrity
aren’t essential to performing their function are given
special treatment — why should the Devils of Heaven use
mere mortal servants when they can command bakemono?

More loyal than mere humans and considerably more
resilient, bakemono are the Devil-Tigers’ menial servants
of choice. While bakemono cannot usually compare to
dhampyrs or Ban Ren Guei in terms of flexibility, there
are some tasks for which one flavor of gibbering fiend is as
good as another. Over the millennia, the Devil-Tigers
have compiled a vast catalog of minor spirits and the
bakemono which they create. While the Devil-Tigers
cannot tailor their bakemono to particular circumstances,
most of them have a fair assortment of possibilities at their
disposal, provided that they can obtain the proper spirit
and mortal host. Devil-Tigers call mortals capable of
being made bakemono “little urns.”

Crjri=MEj

The Devil-Tigers have a paradoxical relationship
with chih-mei. Capturing chih-mei and subjecting them to
the Rite of Restoring the Dharmic Balance is known as
“infant devil civilizing,” and is considered as much a sport
as punishing sinners. Reports of a chih-mei in the area
bring Infant Devil Civilizing Societies from several dis-
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tricts away looking to get the prestige of the capture.
Unrighteous persons whom the Heavenly Devils kill in
the course of their duties are traditionally watched for
three lunar months after their deaths in case they take the
Second Breath. The hin that result from successful appli-
cations of Restoring the Dharmic Balance are questioned
and evaluated, their horoscopes drawn, their directions
determined and their spiritual balance pondered.

Those whom seem likely to become successful Devil-
Tigers are either put through their ré by their captors or
shopped out to the Dharma’s extensive network of volun-
teer teachers. The Devil-Tigers normally exhibit a star-
tlingly ecumenical streak when caring for their young
charges. Those Kuei-jin who are obviously destined for
another Dharmic paths are generally given to members of
that Dharma for instruction. However, sectarian alle-
giance can and does play a role in the decision about
tutoring. For example, the Searing Wind keeps the hin
that gets a hold of, regardless of each soul’s predilections.
Likewise, Devil-Tigers from Chi Virtue-oriented sects
like the Brilliant Coals and the Righteous Earth-Prison
Smiting Fist tend to retain students positive to their Chi
Virtue, even if a given student doesn’t exactly seem to fit

the Devil-Tiger mold.

The Devil-Tigers show no sympathy to those chih-mei
who do not respond to Restoring the Dharmic Balance.
These unfortunate creatures have incurred the ultimate
wrath of Heaven: Torn from the Great Cycle, they are
destined to live again as the feral hunting dogs of other
vampires until they meet the Final Death and descend
into the Mouth of Yomi. Just as the Devil-Tigers use
bakemono and Ban Ren Guei impassively to serve their
ends, they likewise accept without squeamishness their
station as masters of these degenerate souls. Few non-
Devil-Tiger Kuei-jin are so accepting of this fact, and so
the duties of the court’s First Oni usually include keeping
the kennel for the court’s chih-mei.

DuaMpyrs anp Ban Ren Gurj

Most Devil-Tigers are notably reluctant to create
dhampyrs. Though they have no compunctions about
coupling with humans, the Heavenly Devils find the
offspring of such unions to be problematic, at least inas-
much as they are to be used as mortal underlings. Even the
half-living offspring of the Gui Ren are born innocent —
raising a dhampyr solely to participate in wickedness
deeply offends many Devil-Tigers' sense of propriety. As
a result, few Devil-Tigers reproduce unless for some rea-
son they genuinely wish to bear and raise offspring. It is a
rare desire, but hardly unknown.

Inauspicious though it is, the practice of creating
dhampyrs would probably thrive among the Devil-Tigers
as it does among Kuei-jin of other Dharmas save for a
simple fact: The Celestial Devils have access to some-
thing comparable in effectiveness to dhampyrs yet more
in line with their Dharmic philosophy. This something is
the Ban Ren Guei, the Half-Devil People. Born from the




union of a succubus-like Bane-spirit and a sleeping mor-
tal, the Ban Ren Guei are born into wickedness and
predisposed to loyalty toward the master of the Sleeper-
Seducing Bane that bore them.

Half-Devil People are born as bakemono, naturally
loyal to the Devil-Tiger who caused them to be created
and inherently evil. On the downside, the Ban Ren Guei
have short lifespans compared to dhampyrs — a normal
mortal lifespan, more or less. Because Ban Ren Guei are
born as children (and because they mature at a normal
rate), aKuei-jin who chooses to rely on Half-Devil People
as her daylight servants will spend nearly a quarter of the
Half-Devil Person’s effective lifespan raising and training
her. Also, while her bakemono gifts are powerful and
naturally concealed inside a body superficially indistin-
guishable from a normal mortal’s, they are all the super-
natural ability the Half-Devil Person will ever possess.
Half-Devil People are not half-vampire, thus they cannot

learn shintai, nor do they have Demon Chi unless it is one
of their bakemono gifts.

Regardless of these weaknesses, the inherent loyalty
and naturally malevolent disposition of the Ban Ren Guei
make them attractive servants to Heavenly Devils in ways
that normal dhampyrs can never be. Not only are they less
morally repugnant to use, Ban Ren Guei may be created
without resort to permanent Yang imbalance, mastery of
the Equilibrium Discipline or a difficult and expensive
fertility regimen on the part of the Devil-Tiger. Kuei-jin
who are permanently Yang imbalanced can even mate
with a Sleeper-Seducing Bane themselves. While the
resulting offspring is a normal Ban Ren Guei and not a
dhampyr, the Sleeper-Seducing Bane gestates the child
regardless of the partner’s sex. Among other things, this
property allows female Kuei-jin to reproduce, after a
fashion, without massively increased Chi intake or the
inconvenience of actually carrying a child to term (or as
close to term as is necessary). Many female Devil-Tigers
who choose to bear dhampyrs cut the infant from their
bodies early, trusting in the half-damned child’s super-
natural resilience to keep it alive after only seven or eight
months.

Tue Yama Kjngs

The Wan Xian were charged to protect the Middle
Kingdom from the depredations of the Yama Kings, and it
was the blandishments of the Lords of Yomi that led the
Ten Thousand Immortals down the path of decadence
and disgrace. These facts alone have earned the Yama

Kings the enmity, not just of the Devils of Heaven, but
also of all right-thinking Wan Kuei.

Yet the Celestial Devils bear the Yama Kings an
especial hatred. In their quest for spiritual power, the
Yama Kings have abandoned their Heaven-mandated
position as punishers of the wicked and the unrighteous.
The Devil-Tigers feel themselves to have inherited this
position. Thus, not only do they bear the Yama Kings
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enmity for the downfall of the Wan Xian, most Devil-
Tigers consider it their spiritual duty to see to the punish-
ment of their indisputably wicked and unrighteous prede-
Cessors.

The degree to which the Devil-Tigers should devote
themselves to holy war against the Yama Kings and the
method by which the war should be carried out is one of
the maindivisive forces in Devil-Tiger society. Doubtless,
this fact amuses the Lords of Yomi Wan, but the Devils of
Heaven take it very seriously. There are a number of
important Devil-Tiger sects whose beliefs are defined
primarily by their outlook on the war against the Yama
Kings. These apparently irreconcilable doctrinal ques-
tions caused great strife in the early Five Emperors period,
until the Emperors decreed that the Devil-Tigers should
not form large organized religious bodies or make war on
one-another over their methods for combating the De-
mon Emperor

Today the primary sects of the Devil-Tiger faith are
defined by their belief that each Devil-Tiger must choose
his own path in determining where his devilish duty lies.
While proscribed sects thrive on the edges of Kuei-jin
society, the prohibition on compulsion has become insti-
tutionalized in most courts. Sectarian aggression among
the Celestial Devils is generally punished severely by the
mandarins in an attempt to preserve the peace. Demo-
tion, transfer, public shaming and severe excruciation are
all common punishments, and over-zealous Devil-Tigers
have been known to Meet the Eye of Heaven for theirsins.

Perversely, this strict individuality has aided the
efforts of the Devil-Tigers, forcing the Yama Kings to deal
with warfare on a thousand fronts and forestalling ill-
advised attempts to storm the gates of Hell en masse.
Radical decentralization has also spared the Devils of
Heaven the brutal rivalry between sects and temples that
seemingly wracks the Resplendent Cranes and the more
organized sects of the other Dharmas.

AruvmMa

Devil-Tigers may hate the Yama Kings, but they
reserve their uttermost abhorrence for those shen who
become the slaves of Yomi. The Devils of Heaven have
arrested their downward slide and turned away from the
decadence that caused the fall of the Wan Xian. To the
eyes of the Devil-Tigers, there is no greater abomination
than willingly choosing to continue the spiral into Yomi.
To destroy an akuma, the Black Iron Talons say, is to do
the degenerate soul a great favor. It is better to end an
existence of shame and indignity with a plunge into the
Mouth of Yomi than to continue on, bound in chains of
spiritual slavery to the Yama Kings.

Every Heavenly Devil is expected to seek out and
destroy akuma wherever they occur. Akuma hunting is as
much a Dharmic tradition as Infant Devil Civilizing or
the torturing of sinners. Some Devil-Tigers are particu-
larly devoted to this practice, however. The Black Iron
Talons, perhaps one of the Dharma’s most exotic sects,
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specialize in this practice. Of particular interest to the
Talons are former Devil-Tigers in the service of the Yama
Kings. Kuei-jin of other Dharmas who succumb to the
blandishments of the Yama Kings are seen as having
committed an unforgivable but understandable sin. Tiger
akuma, however, are seen as having fallen from the True
Path, and Black Iron Talons hunt these renegades with
particular fervor.

Though the Talons are not the only Kuei-jin who
hunt the devil-eaten, they are indubitably the best-con-
nected, with ties to the Wu Lung and Shih demon hunters
and rumored alliances with the Tengu and the hsien
society known as the Yii. The proscribed Devil-Tiger cult
known as the Searing Wind also boasts a division — the
Righteous Apostles of Extraordinary Valor — that hunts
akuma. Whispered by some to have unofficial ties with the
Black Iron Talons, the Righteous Apostles take advan-
tage of their strictly illegal nature to hunt servants of the
Yama Kings too politically powerful for more legitimate
demon hunters to investigate. A victim of the Apostles is
left covered in white lotuses and red pepper, with a prayer
strip affixed to his forehead commending the August
Personage to show mercy on his unworthy soul.

The Sixrw Ace

The Devil-Tigers look forward to the coming Sixth
Age with a breathless expectation. For the Heavenly
Devils, the coming Age of Sorrow will be their finest hour.
With the August Personage in self-imposed exile and the
Demon Emperor enthroned, the chains of propriety that
have held the Heavenly Devils back for so long will be
shattered and they will stride the world unleashed and
unfettered.

Glorious in their brilliance, the Devils of Heaven will
show the Yama Kings their true face; that of wickedness
without bound, the grinning mask of a hatred so great that
it can only be depicted in caricature. Where there is order,
the Devil-Tigers will sow chaos. Where there is harmony,
the Crimson Tigers will perpetuate discord. Where one
stone stands atop another, the Heavenly Devils will
knock it down, and where the minions of the Demon
Emperor are greeted with bowed neck, the Devil-Tigers
will wield the headsman’s axe.

The Devil-Tigers plan to make a blaze so great that
the very pillars of Heaven will burn down and the sky will
fall. The Earth will be razed and the spirit worlds left
barren. The rule of the Demon Emperor will be troubled
and unsure, and when that great evil finally falls before
the burning claws of the Heavenly Devils, there will be
nothing but the cold ashes of a great fire left to greet the
morning of the Seventh Age.

That the Devil-Tigers will perish in their war is
assured. A hatred as great as the one the Heavenly Devils
hold in their hearts cannot fail to encompass the one who
does the hating. It may even be that the Devil-Tiger’s war
is ultimately futile, and that they will be crushed beneath
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the withdrawal and beats the habit.

Also, the synthetic enlightenment gained by a Kuei-jin while Gold Cycled evaporates instantly when
he comes down. Note the vampire’s Dharma at the moment he becomes Gold Cycled. That is the Dharma
he returns to the moment he ceases to be Gold Cycled, even if he spent several centuries high on Yugen
and became a bodhisattva in the meanwhile.

When the euphoria goes, the concomitant cosmic understanding dissipates with it. Even if the Kum-
jin becomes Gold Cycled again, he must regain the knowledge from the ground up. As one might expect,
the suicide rate among so-called “gold mandarins” forced to kick the habit is extremely high, and many
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~ The Yag,la ngs are known to have stores of EYchEtlﬂ Yugen svnthesued from mortal bodhwattvash
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the iron heel of the Demon Emperor in the coming Age.
To the Celestial Devils, it matters not. In the Age of
Sorrow, the Devil-Tigers will once again unfurl the battle-
banners of the Wan Xian and enter the affray as the
emissaries of Heaven.

The flame burns brightest just before it winks out.
The Sixth Age, the Devil-Tigers say, shall be the Gui
Ren’s brilliant moment of redemption before the black-
ness of the Mouth of Yomi. The Wan Xian failed — the
Wan Kuei shall not. They will burn the palace of the
Demon Emperor down around his ears, and then walk
into the blaze themselves. From the ashes of the blaze shall
spring new life. “What,” the bodhisattvas ask, “could

comprise a more auspicious occasion?”

HENGEYOKA)

Individual Devil-Tigers and hengeyokai get along
poorly as a rule, though constant diplomacy between the
courts of the Emerald Mother and the Kuei-Jin courts
allows the hengeyokai and Kuei-jin to coexist in relative
peace. Some Kitsune and Tengu even have ties with the
Black Iron Talons. But diplomats aside, the average skin-
changer wants nothing to do with a Devil-Tiger. The
Devils of Heaven reek of the Centipede, and it is their
professed intention to destroy the Emerald Mother in the
coming age.

Though wise heads may say that the fire opens up the
forest for new growth, Rage and the high ideals of youth
make conflict inevitable. Hengeyokai exist to fight men-
aces to the Emerald Mother and Devil-Tigers are unmis-
takably such a menace in need of fighting. While pressure
from above holds younger hengeyokai back from a general
conflict, scattered outbreaks of violence are a constant
backdrop torelations in locations where Devil-Tigers and
skin-changers are forced into close proximity. Even those
hengeyokai who consider the Celestial Devils to be min-
ions of the Harmoniously Annihilating Centipede, rather
than mere undead servants of the Universe Trampling
Centipede, often find the Devil-Tigers difficult to bear.
Masters of Bane-spirits and unrepentantly evil, the Devil-
Tigers can be painful for even the wisest of the Middle
Dragons to keep company with.

HMsjen

Compared to the Crimson Tigers’ relationship with
the hsien, the Devil-Tigers and the hengeyokai are great
friends. Hsien power their magics with a form of unified
Chi derived from answered prayers. This rarefied sub-
stance, called Yugen, is very similar to the purified Chi
that once flowed through the bodies of the Wan Xian. To
the Gui Ren, ingesting Yugen is a heady and highly
addictive experience. Needless to say, the behavior of
Yugen-addicted Kuei-jin has bred some serious ill feel-
ings, particularly in areas — like much of the Golden
Courts — where such behavior is seen as shameful or
offensive only if one is caught.

While they are, by no means, the sole offenders,
Devil-Tigers are definitely the Kuei-jin most likely toprey
on the Little Gods. Individual Heavenly Devils may have
quite serious qualms about the morality of such actions,
but the Crimson Tigers asa Dharma are no more reluctant
to drain hsien of their Yugen than they are to devour souls.
Many Devil-Tigers see feeding on these “lesser” spirit
beings as similar to commanding Banes — just another
privilege of high station.

The hsien object quite strongly to being preyed on by
walking corpses clinging to a long-vanished station as
Princes of the Earth. This feeling is particularly strong
since the fall of the Wan Xian led more or less directly to
the hsien’s own current predicament. Over the centuries,
the Household Gods have made quite clear — often
through action by the Y1, their chamber militant — the
totally unacceptable nature of attacking hsien for their
Yugen. In most courts, it is at least theoretically illegal to
harass the hsien, and in most civilized areas, offenders can
expect to be actually punished.

Still, even in the best areas there are Running Mon-
keys who have not yet learned their manners and older
deviants who use cunning and high station to protect
themselves. Many of these unrighteous individuals are
Devil-Tigers, and those who aren’t often claim allegiance
to the Dharma to muddy investigations of their misdeeds.
For the own part, Devil-Tiger responses tend to run in the
vein of “kill your assailant next time to teach other
hooligans a lesson, or at least maim her so she can be more
easily identified.” However, Devil-Tigers who take the
capabilities of the Little Gods lightly often find them-
selves suffering as emphatically as they would have at the
hands of the most skilled member of their own Dharma.
The hsien are not to be trifled with, and the typical Devil-
Tiger combination of predatory wickedness and thought-
less arrogance can rouse fierce responses.

Wise ancestors seat hsien and Crimson Tiger delega-
tions a prudent distance from one another, preferably
with someone between them able to keep the peace.
Better yet is to never force the two groups into the same
space, since a delegation of Khan warriors is difficult to
come by and inappropriate for many events.

Tz Deab

As cousin to the Restless Dead and frequent travelers
of the spirit worlds, the Kuei-jin are no strangers to the
Yellow Springs. Typically, Kuei-jin interact with ghosts
in a high-handed fashion. While they are shen, ghosts
have no place in the Celestial Bureaucracy, and young
ones are fairly weak compared to the Wan Kuei. Theoreti-
cally, with the exception of kuei and other Spectral
menaces, the Kuei-jin have been forbidden by treaty since
the Five Emperors periods from feeding on the Restless
Dead of the Yellow Springs. In reality, there are Kuei-jin
who feed from ghosts. The Kuei-jin can bribe officials
with jade, which is trivially easy for the vampires to obtain
and precious beyond accounting to the dead.



Those Cathayans who are too poor or antisocial to
pay for the privilege can simply terrorize a region. As long
as their depredations are not excessive, local magistrates
cover up the losses rather than risk poor performance
reports. In addition, some Kuei-jin work for the Imperial
government as part of the Protectorate of the Prosperous
Realm, and many others serve in a volunteer or irregular
fashion at all levels. When in the Occupied Territories,
these vampires often feed from ghosts. However, the
Kuei-jin is expected to make up the cost for destroying any
of the barbarians that make up the Emperor’s possessions.
As might be imagined, for every wrong the Chinese Kuei-
jin can cite as perpetrated by invading ketsuki, Japanese
vampires can name another committed on nihonjin an-
cestor spirits by Quincunx Kuei-jin.

While sects like the Knightly Ghost-Tigers and the
Righteous Earth-Prison Smiting Fist walk among the
dead, they do not do so in nearly the same numbers as the
Bone Flowers and the Resplendent Cranes. For the Deyvil-
Tigers, the Restless Dead are neither objects of enlighten-
ment (as for the Bone Flowers) nor political allies (as for
the Resplendent Cranes). They are just another facet of
unlife in the Middle Kingdom, and one that is at least
superficially opposed to the Heavenly Devil’s Dharmic
path. There are those Devil-Tigers who do interact with

the Restless Dead a great deal, but most of these Kuei-jin
reside in the West, marching with Yu Huang’s troops
against the Emperor of Stygia.

CHi'n Ta

Like all the Wan Kuei, the Devil-Tigers dislike the
Lightning People. If the Gui Ren are as they name
themselves — bureaucrats — then the Namebreakers are
imperial princes, or eunuchs with access to the ear of the
August Personage. The Miracle Walkers sprint where the
Devil Tigers must walk with trembling care, and some
accomplish in mere lifetimes deeds that require centuries
from the Gui Ren. Yet Heaven often frowns on these
prodigal children, and these expressions of Heavenly
displeasure make the Moments of Blindness seem genu-
inely pleasant.

The Devil-Tigers can at least tolerate the Wu Lung.
Traditionalists and well-ordered, the Dragon Wizards
understand the manner in which matters are to be trans-
acted between devils and sorcerers. Though they may be
arrogant, they obey the forms and leave the Devils of
Heaven to their tasks. The Tigers see the Akashic Broth-
erhood, however, as self-righteous fools, always willing to
leap in where they don’t belong and trouble a Devil’s
existence. Pity the Akashic nephandus whose fallen sta-
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tus becomes known to the Black Iron Talons. For their
own part, the Akashics reciprocate their feeling, and
meetings between the groups are never dull.

As for the Five Metal Dragons, they have learned to
tread widely around the Devils of Heaven. The Crimson
Tigers have a “push back harder when disturbed” reflex,
and so, a quiet but tense truce has come into existence
between the Stone People and the Kuei-jin after a few
unfortunate incidents. It may be that the zaibatsu will
make a concerted effort to wipe the Crimson Tigers from
the Middle Kingdom some day, but that day is unlikely to
come very soon.

Wircs- HunTERS

Devil-Tigers have an interesting relationship with
human witch-hunters. While they are easily the most
common target of amateur witch-hunters like police and
holy men, the Shih rarely find quarrel with the Heavenly
Devils. The Shih hunt shen who have overstepped the
bounds Heaven set for them. The Devil-Tigers hunt
mortals who have overstepped those boundaries.

Unlike many Kuei-jin, the Devil-Tigers have long
since forgiven the Shih for the Burning of the Books. Both
sides had overstepped their boundaries, and both sides
were punished for their transgressions. The Black Iron
Talons and the Shih are known to pass information back
and forth and even to work together on occasion. Many
Heavenly Devils, regardless of sect, pass money and assis-
tance to the Shih when they can, either openly or co-
vertly, seeing them as fellow Warriors of Righteousness
down on their luck.

However good their relations are with the Shih, the
Devil-Tigers learn to deal with witch-hunters as a part of
the basic training. Sooner or later, every Devil-Tiger will
have to face an intolerant holy man, a vice cop who won'’t
take his bribe and go home or the vengeful family and
associates of a sinneror former business rival. They train
for that day, because they know it’s going to come. As a
result, the Heavenly Devils are a lot more clever in
dealing with witch-hunters than many would expect.

While some hunters can be subverted or frightened
and shooed away, others are more determined, and the
compunction many Devil-Tigers hold for harming the
innocent often makes for troublesome situations. The
approach varies from Devil-Tiger to Devil-Tiger, but
most of the Heavenly Devils have a good idea of when to
cut their losses and move on.

—w——m—w-

Kin=jm

To understand exactly why the Kuei-jin are intoler-
ant of the Kin-jin, it’s important to remember that they
don’t see them as “fellow vampires.” The Wan Kuei are
proud descendants of the Ten Thousand Immortals, and
though they may be ruined and disgraced, they still hold
station in the Celestial Bureaucracy. The Children of
Caine are degenerate creatures, freakish parasites cursed
by the legacy of a homicidal farmer. To say that they're the
“same thing” is to call a dog and a person the “same thing”
because they both have four limbs and hair.

However, other than finding them distasteful, most
Devil-Tigers could care less about the Kin-jin. They are
monsters in a world full of monsters, different from the
Kumo or hengeyokai only in that they come from a
foreign land where they occupy the same supernatural
ecological niche as the Gui Ren of the Middle Kingdom.
Where they oppose the Devil-Tiger’s goals, they are dealt
with through force or guile, as with any other competi-
tion:

This feeling has led many Quincunx Devil-Tigers
into opposition of the Great Leap Outward. While secur-
ing the borders of the Middle Kingdom against Cainite
infestation is critical, this crusade to cleanse foreign lands
in the name of righteousness is coming a bit late in the
day. The Young Turk extremists among the Cranes can
launch all the crusades they want once the Demon Em-
peror has been defeated. Until then, most Devil-Tigers
see the Leap as a misguided waste of resources, the equiva-
lent of weeding the garden while your house is on fire.
Devil-Tigers and Crane moderates have together formed
a party called the Harmonious Menders of Broken Fences
to advocate the so-called “Two-Fang Serpent Plan.”

This plan has two goals, or fangs. The first is to secure
the Middle Kingdom against Cainite invasion and re-
claim the lost capitals of the Flesh and Flame Courts. The
second is a concession to extremists, and it involves the
establishment of a court in a single foreign city as a test
case for the plausibility of a larger campaign. So far, the
Fence-Menders have been successful in this first goal,
reclaiming the Flesh Court and bringing the Silent Man-
darins back under the Quincunx’s wing. Now, all eyes are
cast toward Los Angeles, where events rush nightly closer
to the climax of the political battle between the moderate
and extremists factions of the Quincunx.
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Called “ten thousand razor splinters/ a sea of hateful
agony” by the Thousand Whispers bodhisattva Marble
Gong, the internal politics of the Devil-Tiger sect are best
described by the word “fractious.” As vibrant, passionate
and violent as the fire they idolize and personify, the
Devils of Heaven are individualistic and schismatic in
extremis. While there are organized and accepted Devil-
Tiger political structures, all are marked by regular inter-
nal strife.

While this political energy makes the Dharma com-
petitive with the better organized (but more sedate)
Resplendent Cranes, it does have its drawbacks. It is
believed that as many as one in five Devil-Tigers sympa-
thizes to some degree with the beliefs of one of the
Dharma's proscribed extremist sects. This chapter de-
scribes a number of important Devil-Tiger sects, both
those that form the core of the Dharma and the more
notable extremist groups.

QREmR Skecrs

The two great sects of Devil-Tiger society coexist
side-by-side in relative harmony, with about 80 percent of
Devil-Tigers belonging to one, and about 60 percent of
the Devils of Heaven belong to both. While
polysectarianism is considered normal among the general
adherents of the Dharma, there are always a certain
number of zealots who consider their particular sect to be
in exclusive possession of the truth.

These fanatics normally make up the administrative
structure of their sect. Not only do these extremists
sometimes lash out at other sects within the Devil-Tiger
Dharma, factions within a sect can (and quite often do)
resort to violence when debating matters of internal
doctrine. These intra-sect feuds can become so intense as
to figure prominently in local court politics. For example,
the politics of the Malay Peninsula are marked by the
peaceful coexistence of the region’s Devil-Tigers and
Thrashing Dragons, but by bloody sectarian disputes
within the Sagacious Devil temples that form the core of
the region’s Devil-Tiger presence.



TH_NQWBOIII OF Sagacjous
DevijLs

The Sagacious Devils trace their roots to the period of
confusion immediately following the foundation of the
Dharma system and the Five Emperors’ ban on large
Devil-Tiger churches. While it was clear even to the
Devil-Tigers of the time that some sort of large scale
organization needed to be established, it was through
political alliance between the heads of several moderate
groups that the August Body was formed. Wise even at
that time, these half-fallen Wan Xian created an organi-
zation that could help Devil-Tigers as a group to walk the
Road Back without causing further wars. Balanced by the
Society of Brigands and Decadent Dynasty Toppling
Devils, the Sagacious Devils have historically provided a
non-sectarian body for the furtherance of the Devil-Tiger
Dharma. Now, in the shadow of the Sixth Age, the
Sagacious Devils administer a few last tests before the
final tumult erupts, hoping to bring the standards of the

Dharma up just that much further for the trying times
ahead.

STRUCTURE AND GOVERNANCE

A council of bodhisattvas advised by a number of
elder mandarins leads the Sagacious Devils. This organi-
zation composes and administers a series of competency
tests that gauge not only a Kuei-jin’s progress along the

Road Back, but also his aptitude at various administrative
skills.
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By adhering to rigid quality standards, the Sagacious
Devils have made an excellent reputation for the ad-
ministrative acumen of their members. While August
Body administrators are very different in method than
those who emerge from the Thousand Crane temples that
specialize in training Kuei-jin from public service, these
Devil-Tigers are still the equal of any Crane of equivalent
rank. Devil-Tigers who wish to be taken seriously in the
administration of their court must usually achieve at least
the second or third rank of the August Body’s complex
and highly competitive initiation system.

The Sagacious Devils also regulate and propagate
classical works of Kuei-jin scholarship and literature to
support the uniform base of knowledge assumed by their
examination system. These texts are generally excellent
translations and commentaries, and they are used by
many Gui Ren outside the Dharma as standard references.
These texts compete well against similar offerings of the
Thousand Whispers Dharma. As a rule, Sagacious Devil
commentaries are more scholarly in character, focusing
on analyzing the various subtleties of meaning involved in
the work. By contrast, the interpretations produced by the
Cunning Centipedes have a broader focus, oriented as
they are toward seeing from many distinct perspectives at
once.

Censure anp ExaMjnarjon

The August Body governs its followers both directly,
through the use of censure, and indirectly through a more
complex process of political advancement. The direct
process of censure is simple — when a member of the
August Body is caught performing acts that transgress
against the Sagacious Devils’ interpretation of the Devil-
Tiger code, certain of that vampire’s ranks are suspended
until she makes restitution for her misdeeds. In strictly
traditionalist groups like the Uji no Bishamon and the
Blood Court, where Devil-Tigers are required to hold
certain rank in the Sagacious Devils to enjoy public office,
this penalty is extremely severe. The vampire is deprived
of his title and position as well as being disgraced until he
satisfies the local elders of the Body.

Even in areas where governance partakes of a less
formal character, to be stripped of one’s degrees is a serious
shame. The extent to which this penalty impedes the
Kuei-jin’s political career varies. In less “civilized” areas of
the Middle Kingdom, like the Flesh and Flame Courts or
the chaotic tangle of the Golden Courts, such punish-
ment is often nothing more than a pro forma wrist-
slapping. Likewise, some Japanese and Korean vampires
can accept heimin status after such a disgrace and con-
tinue to exert their influence from behind the scenes.
This tactic is a political ploy, however, and a strategy that
only the most charismatic and politically adept manda-
rins can pursue. As a rule, to be censured is a setback,
although sometimes a less severe one than one might

think.



However, it is the August Body’s control over the
character and focus of the sect’s membership that forms
the real basis of their political power. The Sagacious
Devils’ use of an extremely competitive standardized
ranking system yokes young Gui Ren’s desire for self-
advancement to the goals and ideals of the leadership. By
determining what skills and attitudes are required to
perform well on the tests, the August Body assures itself
that Devil-Tigers all over the Middle Kingdom hone their
skills in a particular area assiduously. Yearly, young Devils
of Heaven spend countless hours training to out-perform
their peers in the ability to perform whatever tasks the
August Body chooses to emphasize during the composi-
tion of the examinations. Sectarian differences within the
Sagacious Devils are reflected by conflicts within the
testing and education bureaucracy, as various interest
groups vie to encourage the adoption of questions and
examination policies that favor their interests.

DocrjNe aND BEeLjErs

The August Body of Sagacious Devils has a decidedly
ecumenical character. The August Body has historically
seen itself as setting the baseline for Devil-Tiger training
and behavior, which is very much the case. The lower
levels of the examination system aim to produce a Kuei-
jin with a firm grounding in the traditions of the Dharma.
Early examinations focus on the vampire’s knowledge of

classics of Dharmic literature, the development of an
understanding of the Dharma’s basic tenets, and a mastery
of the “timeless” skills of human interaction.

An Apprentice Devil is expected to do the following:
demonstrate a basic understanding of the Ki Chuan, write
aseries of short essays describing the Path of the Heavenly
Devil, obtain a herd without arousing official suspicion,
know the basics of effective torture and interrogation,
then find (and suborn to his service) a sinner whose
abilities and position will make him a useful tool for the
Devil-Tiger. While the August Body stresses this mixture
of classical education, interpersonal relations skills and
administrative aptitude, the required education becomes
increasingly diverse as the vampire advances in rank.

The requirement does not exist to inspire a mastery of
an ever-increasing store of historical trivia: Sagacious
Devils are some of the most relentlessly forward-thinking
Kuei-jin in the Middle Kingdom. Basic firearm skills have
been necessary to advance to Journeyman Devil since
1891, and basic computer skills were added to the Ap-
prentice Devil examinations in 1985. A Skillful Devil is
familiar with network and internet theory, basic chemis-
try, biology and physics, data security, modern espionage
and forensic technology, basic office applications, mod-
ern administrative procedures and current political
economy. He also knows the classical regimen of armed



36 DeviL=Ticers
: -——_——%—_—__w

and unarmed martial arts, torture and sin, human espio-
nage techniques, classical human and Kuei-jin scholar-
ship, penmanship, etiquette, linguistics and art. The
August Body wants renaissance devils, and it has forever
to train them.

Sagacjous DeviL Ranxks

Members of The August Body of Sagacious Devils
must test up rank by rank, incurring the necessary obliga-
tions to the August Body and passing all the requisite
examinations. Regular testing is required. Short refresher
tests can be taken every 10 years, or the rank can be
allowed to lapse into honorary status and then renewed
when needed (typically to assume or hold some office in
the Kuei-jin’s court). In most courts that require degrees,
a Devil-Tiger jina must be Skillful, and a mandarin must

be Sturdy.

It should be noted that not every Devil-Tiger tests up
to his capability. Very few positions require a vampire to
be of higher rank than Talented, and meeting the require-
ments for the higher ranks is extremely difficult. Never-
theless, ranking confers status among Devil-Tigers and
Kuei-jin society as a whole, and it gives the Heavenly
Devil the reassurance that she is following a tried-and-
true training program devised by righteous and enlight-
ened individuals. Sagacious Devil ranking may be expen-
sive and troublesome to maintain, but it has never served
anyone badly to pursue a regimen of personal betterment
developed by a panel of bodhisattvas.

In addition to the basic title, an elaborate system of
comparative ratings exists within each rank. Those Kuei-
jin who have taken the test some time ago have their
scores compared to those who have tested more recently
via an elaborate system that forces older vampires to
constantly perform in order to retain their honorifics.

The best-scoring Kuei-jin in a region are awarded the
title of Jade Devil, as in “Sturdy Jade Devil.” The second
highest two scorers are known as Sapphire Devils. This
ranking system continues down through Emerald (3 per
region), Gold (4 per region), Silver (6 per region) and
Brass (10 per region) to Bamboo Devils, who are the
undifferentiated mass of title-holders who passed the
minimum requirements but did not distinguish them-
selves among their peers. Bamboo Devils often omit their
honorific title.

Those Devil-Tigers who have scored perfectly on
their latest test are given the title Perfected (as in: Sturdy
Perfected Devil). The Devil-Tiger keeps his honorific
title even if he later loses his perfect score or when

advancing in rank, so a Skillful Perfected Gold Devil is
possible),

Listed here are the ranks and current minimum re-
quirements to hold them.

| R

A

Apprentice (Minimum Dharma 1, Confers Status 1)

Academics 1, Alertness 1, Brawl (or Martial Arts) 1,
Dodge 1, Empathy 1, Etiquette 1, Intimidation 1, Investiga-
tion 1, Melee 1, Politics 1, Stealth 1, Subterfuge 1,
Survival 1

Journeyman (Minimum Dharma 2, Confers
Status 1) | |

Alertness 2, Athletics 1, Brawl (or Martial Arts) 2,

Computer 1, Dodge 2, Drive 1, Empathy 2, Etiquette 2,

Expression 1, Finance 1, Firearms 1, Intimidation 2, Inves-

Occult 1, Performance 1, Politics 2, Science 1, Stealth 1,

Subterfuge 2, Survival 1

- Skillful (Minimum Dharma 4, Confers Status 3)
Alertess 3, Athletics 2, Brawl (or Martial Arts) 3,

Computer 2, Dodge 3, Drive 2, Empathy 3, Etiquette 4,

Expression 2, Finance 2, Firearms 2, Intimidation 4, Inves-

tigation 3, Law 2, Leadership 2, Linguistics 1 (Kaja),
Melee 2, Medicine 2, Occult 1, Performance 1, Politics 4,
Rituals 1, Science 3, Stealth 2, Streetwise 1, Subterfuge 3,
Survival 2
Sturdy (Minimum Dharma 5, Confers Status 4)
Alertness 4, Athletics 2, Brawl (or Martial Arts) 3,
Computer 3, Dodge 3, Drive 2, Empathy 4, Etiquette 5,
Expression 3, Finance 3, Firearms 2, Intimidation 5, Inves-
tigation 4, Law 3, Leadership 4, Linguistics 3, Medicine 3,
Melee 2, Occult 1, Performance 1, Politics 5, Rituals 2,
Science 4, Stealth 3, Streetwise 2, Subterfuge 5, Survival 2
Talented (Minimum Dharma 6, Confers Status 5)
Alertness 5, Athletics 3, Brawl (or Martial Arts) 4,
Computer 3, Dodge 4, Drive 2, Empathy 5, Etiquette 6,
Expression 4, Finance 4, Firearms 3, Intimidation 6, Inves-
tigation 5, Law 4, Leadership 4, Linguistics 5, Medicine 4,
Melee 3, Occult 2, Performance 2, Politics 6, Rituals 3,
Science 4, Streetwise 2, Subterfuge 6, Stealth 4, Survival 3
Wise (Minimum Dharma 7, Confers Status 6)
Alermess 6, Athletics 3, Brawl (or Martial Arts) 4,
Computer 4, Dodge 4, Drive 3, Empathy 6, Etiquette 7,
Expression 4, Finance 5, Firearms 3, Intimidation 7, Inves-

~tigation 6, Law 5, Leadership 5, Linguistics 5, Medicine 4,

Melee 4, Occult 3, Performance 2, Politics 7, Rituals 4,
Science 5, Stealth 5, Streetwise 3, Subterfuge 7, Survival 4

Sagacious (Minimum Dharma 8, Confers Status 7)

Alertness 6, Athletics 4, Brawl (or Martial Arss) 5,
Computer 4, Dodge 4, Drive 3, Empathy 7, Etiquette 8,
Expression 5, Finance 6, Firearms 3, Intimidation 8, Inves-
tigation 6, Law 5, Leadership 6, Linguistics 5, Medicine 5,
Melee 5, Occult 4, Performance 2, Politics 8, Rituals 5,
Science 6, Stealth 6, Streetwise 3, Subterfuge 8, Survival 4

Obviously, a Devil-Tiger must match the mini-

mum scores listed before testing for the rank in ques-
tion, rather than taking the test and having the

- Abilities bestowed magically as a result.

|
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'I'ﬂ: Thousanp EMBERS
RjGHTEOUSNESS SOCjETjES

If the August Body provides for the political and
administrative existence of the average Devil-Tiger, then
the Righteousness Societies provide for her social and
moral center. Like the August Body, the Righteousness
Societies trace their origins to the Five Emperors period.
However, unlike the Sagacious Devils, the Righteousness
Societies were externally mandated.

Weary of sectarian violence between nascent sects of
what would become the Devil-Tiger Dharma, the Five
Emperors decreed that, for the common good, no Devil-
Tiger sects of great size would be permitted to continue
existing. With the help of the Resplendent Cranes, the
Emperors then broke the backs of the major sects. Not
only did this crusade shift the structure of Kuei-jin spiri-
tuality forever, it also defined the concept of the Dharma.

Over the centuries, the resulting structure — the
Thousand Ember Righteousness Society — has perse-
vered and prospered. The Societies have become central
to both the Dharma’s social structure, and to its beliefs as
generally practiced. In the Green Courts, Quincunx and
in the wji of Japan, the Righteousness Societies are a facet
of everyday existence for the Devils of Heaven. While this
social order has entered a state of profound decay in
Southeast Asia since the expulsion of the Golden Courts,
it still has a strong residual influence. The Golden Courts
are home to countless extremist sects and heretical cults,
but the heritage of the Thousand Embers is clear to see —
these splinter groups that throng the southern nights are
defined by their relation to Thousand Ember beliefs.
Though the sect itself is on the wane in the outlands, it
still defines the mainstream of Devil-Tiger Dharmic
thought, even on Middle Kingdom’s border marches.

STRUCTURE aND G OVERNANCE

In place of large religious orders, the Devil-Tigers
have developed a system of organization which might be
likened to Bible-study groups, neo-pagan covens or other
small faith circles. Each group supports between two and
30 Devil-Tigers, with eight to 14 being the most typical
range. These organizations typically span court bound-
aries, and any densely populated area will have at least two
or three such groups.

In contrast to the Sagacious Devils, the Righteous-
ness Societies are not usually hierarchical in structure.
Instead, each member has a partner assigned to him
shortly after joining the Society. This partner — almost
always a Dharmic peer — serves as an all-purpose buddy
in a symbiotic relationship of mutual support. These
partnerships can be loose or strong, binding or easily
dissolved, depending on the Society. Regardless, they are
one of the common features of the Thousand Embers, and
they serve much the same purpose as a partner in any
difficult endeavor.
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Above the level of partner exists a loose meritocracy
of talented warriors, planners and mystics who each
contribute their skills to the Society. Because this rank is
not based on political position, it serves as a counter-
weight to the more formal August Body hierarchy. This
structure naturally helps combat the strength of the
Sagacious Devil hierarchy. Most Devils of Heaven are

- quite aware of this, and support it — in most cases, with

the implicit backing of the local ancestor and mandarins.

While the ambitious Devil-Tiger does occasionally
claw her way into a position of dominance in both the
regional Sagacious Devil hierarchy and a major Righ-
teousness Society, such acquisitiveness is unseemly. Power-
hungry elders are likely to be dragged down by fellow
Crimson Tigers, who see the rising stars and their cronies
as monopolizing political advancement. In this often-
bloody drive for equal opportunity, both elder Heavenly
Devils and mandarins of other Dharmas aid the younger
and more egalitarian-minded members of the Dharma.
Disgrace and death are not the only ways to eliminate
such an ambitious elder. Promotion and transfer to a
position as an ambassador, shrine guardian or other politi-
cally impotent role is just as effective as a jade knife in
pulling the teeth of hungry Tigers.

The overall effect is a resilient stasis of incredibly fine
grain and detail that is built on constant conflict. The
August Body provides the Dharma with the skills and
political unity it needs to survive in the tumult of the
dying Fifth Age, while the Righteousness Societies allow
Devil-Tigers the freedom to develop their own responses
to the coming Age of Sorrow. Most of all, both branches
of this Byzantine social order provide the Devil-Tigers an
outlet for the boundless energy every Heavenly Devil
keeps under leash.

The fact that the Crimson Tigers keep busy with their
internal warring and hold back from disrupting the fabric
of the Middle Kingdom is a most attractive state of affairs
to ancestors and mandarins of other Dharmas, who would
otherwise have to clean up a constant mess of impromptu
vendettas. A majority of Devil-Tigers has come to ap-
prove of this condition as well. The formal systems of the
August Body are supplemented by an informal meritocracy
and guanxi network. By focusing their aggressive energies
inward, the Celestial Devils hone their skills against
opponents as energetic and ruthless as themselves. For
now, this arrangement suits the Devils of Heaven; there
will be time enough for blood in the coming age. Indeed,
one might say that there will be nothing but time for
bloodletting in the Age of Sorrow.

DocrrjNe anp BEeLjers

The centerpiece belief of the Thousand Embers Righ-
teousness Societies is that the Demon Emperor will come
to the Throne of Heaven with great strength. Such will be
his strength that any immediate, concerted effort by the
Devils of Heaven to confront him, however organized, is
doomed to total failure. Instead, these Devil-Tigers be-
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Tue Day or TWo Suns
August 6th, 1945, the day of Hiroshima's

destruction in an atomic fireball, is celebrated as
one of the greatest holidays of the Thousand
Embers sect. While many shen bewail the damage

? to Honshu's chi lines, it was a moment of near-

" messianic validation for the Embers. For millen- i
nia, the bodhisattvas had claimed that when the

. time wasright, the Devil-Tigers would destroy the

! mortal world. Lamely their disciples had drawn

. tentative plans, knowing that even the best efforts
at spreading pestilence or mass extermination of

the mortals would prove at best temporary disrup-
tions.

Now, suddenly, the means to ruin the Float-
ing World utterly had been delivered into the
claws of the Heavenly Devils. Devil-Tigers across
the Middle Kingdom rejoiced. Many Celestial
Devils achieved a moment of dén upon hearing
the news of the nuclear blast, and many others
who had fallen from the Devil-Tigerpath and into

other Dharmas returned to the fold.

Heavenly Devil jina and mandarins have very g
. fond memories of the attack. Most elder Celestial
- Devils can relate exactly where they were when
they heard the news of the blast. In fact, Devil-
Tigers often travel to Hiroshima on pilgrimage.
Although the city has been rebuilt, the blast is
replayed again and again in the Mirrorlands of the
Yin World. The trip is difficult and dangerous, yet
Crimson Tiger after Crimson Tiger braves the
dangers of the devastated zone to witness for

himself the glory of the second sun. ‘

lieve that the Celestial Devils should each act as a spark
cast on the volatile tinder of the world at the changing of
the Ages — thus the name of the sect. By forcing the
Demon Emperor to divide his forces, Devil-Tigers gain a
chance to organize resistance and fight the emergent
Emperor’s akuma and demon warriors piecemeal. Most
importantly, it will allow them to destroy the social
structures and infrastructure that make effective rulership
possible.

Without the organized mortal world at his fingertips,
the Demon Emperor will find it considerably more diffi-
cult to consolidate his reign. Thus, when the Age turns,
the Thousand Embers will set themselves to kindling the
funeral pyre of mortal civilization as a firebreak. By acting
in pairs or as individual Righteousness Societies, the
Thousand Embers will be impossible to predict as a group,
and almost certainly impossible to stop as they go about
their errands of sabotage and terror.




The Righteousness Societies delight in the high tech-
nology and crumbling global order of the late 20th cen-
tury. All across the Middle Kingdom, Righteous Embers
stockpile biological and nuclear weapons that slip through
the fingers of the dying Soviet giant. In basements, Devil-
Tiger zealots prepare neurotoxins and hallucinogenic
agents for dispersal in public places. Celestial Devils lay
plans for the assassination of key public figures and deci-
sion-making bureaucrats. The more technically adept of
these Kuei-jinslip into the telecommunication and power
grids, planting back doors and hacking scripts to assure
that the Demon Emperor comes to the throne of a world
without phone service or electricity. Each a self-guided
weapon in the last and greatest war the world will ever see,
these lethal sparks worm their way into the bone-dry straw
of the Middle Kingdom — an inferno waiting to be born.

After they have destroyed human civilization, the
Thousand Embers plan to wage a guerrilla war against the
Demon Emperor, rallying mortals, Kuei-jin and other
interested shen to the banner of Righteousness. Plans for
this phase of the resistance are sketchy. Devil-Tigers with
oracular abilities find the turning of the Age difficult to
predict clearly. While accurate local scryings seem pos-
sible, general forecasts of the Middle Kingdom’s future
produce only hazy images of strife and turmoil — a
phenomenon common to times when many great powers
move across the Tapestry.

Most Thousand Embers see the conflict as a pro-
tracted struggle, taking decades or possibly even centuries
to resolve as the various factions attempt to establish
power bases in the ruined Tapestry and Floating World.
The end result, they believe, will be both the final
destruction of the Demon Emperor and the end of the
Devil-Tigers, but no one can tell if this resolution will be
the dawn of a new age or the final sunset for the Floating
World. In truth, few even care. If asked, the Devil-Tigers
answer, “Why does the fire burn? Because it has fuel!”

Obviously, the Embers don’t spend their entire time
on the Road Back planning for the turning of the Ages.
Preparations for the coming of the Demon Emperor have
only begun in the last few centuries, and have only kicked
into high gear since the Taiping Rebellion. Historically,
the Righteousness societies have been friendship circles,
study groups and mutual advancement societies. Even
leaving aside a vampire's personal interests in passion and
wickedness, there was, and still is, much for an individual
Kuei-jin to do other than plan for the coming apocalypse.
There is the quest for Enlightenment, the duty to find and
punish the truly wicked and the night-to-night needs —
sustenance, security, resources and politics — that even
the most'dedicated Crimson Tiger must tend to. In all of
these facts of unlife, the vampire’s Righteousness Society
provides him with assistance.

As with any small religious community, the services
available and their quality vary from Society to Society.
Members of a small, poor Society who don’t re ally involve
themselves with the community might be able to impose

i

on their fellows in the Society fora place to sleep and a few
hundred American dollars. For active and popular mem-
bers of a large, rich Righteousness Society, things brighten
considerably. Vessels, loans, investment funds, weapons
and short- and long-term havens are all potentially avail-

able.

An organization as small as a Righteousness Society
inevitably derives its identity from the character of its
parts. Most Societies have a closed-door policy, inter-
viewing applicants closely to determine their suitability
for the group. Thus, each society has a unique character.
Some Righteousness Societies are nothing more than
mutual-advancement clubs, while others are genuine
spiritual communities. Most fall somewhere in the middle.

The three primary functions that are made available
to any member in good standing of the community are
tutelage, advocacy and fellowship. Tutelage includes Dis-
cipline training and (more routinely) spiritual instruc-
tion. Its value is obvious: Only with rare exceptions do a
Kuei-jin's abilities and enlightenment develop naturally,
and by helping those who are worse off today, the vampire
develops guanxi with her fellow Society members. When
itis inevitably her turn to be the one asking for aid, she can
expect those favors to be repaid.

How much of this relationship is genuine human
feeling and how much of it is calculated varies from
individual to individual and Society to Society. Cer-
tainly, this situation is hardly unique to the Kuei-jin, or
even to Asian society. In any culture that finds patronage
and reciprocal gift-giving to be acceptable, questions of
nepotism and favor-currying inevitably arise. Devil-Tiger
responses run the entire gamut of human feeling; the
Devils of Heaven are not simply “bad people.” The proper
practice of the Dharma and obedience to the dictates of
Heaven are of critical importance to the Crimson Tigers.
On the other hand, more than any other Kuei-jin, the
Heavenly Devils are subject to the human frailties of
vanity and the desire for power.

Advocacy is equally important. Kuei-jin society, par-
ticularly formal society, is very hierarchical when it comes
to power relationships. Without access to older members
of their Dharma, young Devil-Tigers have almost no
ability to gain the benefits of their society or assert their
status. Travel papers, permission to meddle in mortal
affairs and domain over areas and arbitration of disputes
— either through judgment or shadow war — all require
the intervention of elders. Without a mandarin or jina to
advocate his cause before the ancestor, a Disciple is worse
off than a heimin, who at least has the privilege of
representing himself.

Finally, fellowship is never to be underrated. No
being can walk the Road Back every waking moment.
Every Kuei-jin must from time to time relax and reap what
joy it can from existence. The company of like souls at
moments like this is a great comfort, and so Devil-Tigers
often congregate together take a time out from their
efforts. What these vampires do together varies. Many
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Kuei-jin take their jobs home with them and unwind
through excruciation and violation of themselves and
others. Other Gui Ren relax via a gamut of diversions that
encompass both human (sports and hunting, video game
leagues, music and dance, debauchery and romance) and
distinctly inhuman (the dream theatre and bottled emo-
tions of the Yellow Springs the incomprehensible gam-
bling games of lesser Bane-spirits) amusements. In any
case, most Kuei-jin prefer the company of like-minded
fellows when taking their leisure. Many Righteousness
Societies are well-known for pursuing a particular diver-
sion, and thus, they tend to attract Devil-Tigers inter-
ested in that diversion, even from across the Middle
Kingdom.

Whether the structure of the Thousand Embers dic-
tates their doctrine or the doctrine dictates their structure
is a question that has never ceased to vex the sect.
Certainly, most schisms in the Dharma come about due to
the belief that the structure that arose so many millennia
ago was a matter of political expediency rather than
consideration of the Dharma’s needs. The counterpoint
to this argument is the postulate that the Wan Kuei who
forced the reorganization of the Dharma were highly
enlightened individuals, as were the Devil-Tigers who
spearheaded the formation of the Thousand Embers Righ-
teousness Societies. All of these Gui Ren were too en-
lightened to compromise on an issue of such crucial
importance as the fate of the world in the coming Age.

Of the very few arhats remaining from those distant
eras of history, none will speak at any length on the
subject. History, young Devil-Tigers have become used to
hearing, is for the young and the restless to create, not for
the old and settled to dwell on. The issue has never been
resolved to the satisfaction of the majority of Celestial
Devils, and given the late date, it probably never will be.

Lesser Secrs

Most of the Dharma’s countless splinter sects are of
limited geographic influence, or driven by a single char-
ismatic leader, and very few are of a stable character. Such
sects can form very quickly and dissolve just as rapidly
from internal dissension.

A jungle of lesser beliefs has proliferated in the
shadow of the three great Devil-Tiger sects. In coming to
understand this culture of religious diversity, it must be
kept in mind that the Devils of Heaven embrace a
polysectarian existence. Many sects in no way attempt to
provide for the whole of a member’s spiritual existence,
because it is assumed that the Cathayan will be a member
of another group which does deal with those issues. These
“sects” are really much more like professional organiza-
tions or special interest clubs than religions. Obviously
there are some exceptions. The Searing Wind cult, for
example, is the very model of a rigid monosectarian
system. However, belonging to multiple sects is accepted,
and unless the sect you chose to join is proscribed by the
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political authorities of the area, there are no real penalties
associated with cross-membership. Though there might
be social problems for Devils of Heaven who belong to
unpopular sects, the ancient prohibitions against reli-
gious coercion among the Devil-Tigers are still quite well-

enforced.

The basis for sects can vary wildly. The structure of
the Thousand Embers Righteousness Societies makes
every different gathering of Crimson Tigers essentially an
independent religion, a perfect breeding ground for ex-
tremist and deviant beliefs. After all, every Devil-Tiger
perceives her role as a Devil slightly differently, and thus,
she perceives different ways of going about it. The foun-
dations for sects range from carrying out local political
agendas to the genuine extremist sects who back some
Kuei-jin or another as their Chosen Champion to battle
the Demon Emperor. In reality, the only difference be-
tween the average lesser sect and a number of Righteous-
ness Societies working together informally is that the sect
takes a special name for itself.

PROSCR}PTION

Proscription for individual sects can have its roots in
politics or theology, and it is always a hazard for minor
sects. Political proscription is fairly common. In a society
where religion and politics are inextricably intertwined,
the difference between “political opponent” and “her-
etic” isminimal. Religious proscription is much more rare,
at least in the Quincunx, because of the permissive nature
of both the society and the Devil-Tiger Dharma. It is
generally undertaken only when a sect is both militant
and unrepentantly hostile to other sects or Dharmas, and
by tradition, formal proscription requires three or more
bodhisattvas of two different sects to testify that the sect
is spiritually corrupt or ill-founded.

Proscription for political reasons is undertaken for
reasons of expediency, not out of a direct concern for the
theological soundness of the sect. Membership in a politi-
cally proscribed sect is no shame, just very dangerous.
Membership in a sect that has suffered the Three
Bodhisattva Denouncement is treated as quite a different
matter than membership in some Righteousness Society
that made the wrong enemies. For example, Black Iron
Talons and other Kuei-jin who see themselves as the
swords of righteousness take the time to hunt and dis-
mantle sects proscribed for religious reasons, something
they would never do for mere political proscription.

PeNALTIES FOR PROSCRIPTION

In theory, belonging to a proscribed sect is punishable
by meeting the Eye of Heaven. In the case of genuine
heresies, this fate is the penalty an unrepentant heretic
can expect. The heresiarchs can expect much worse. The
Kuei-jin, particularly the Devil-Tigers, have had many
centuries to think on manners in which to make the
demise of the unrighteous both extremely unpleasant and
fitting to the crime.
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The reality is that a religious proscription is enforced
much more widely and emphatically than a political one.
If a Kuei-jin who belongs to a denounced sect is caught,
the actual penalty varies. Political proscriptions are un-
dertaken with judicially-sanctioned murder in mind, but
they sometimes fail to achieve their goal. A strong person-
ality, important allies or a weak opponent can reduce the
punishment. An astute politician can usually manage to
secure accepting exile, heimin, or akuma status. In very
good circumstances, one might be forced to accept a
demotion, to issue an empty formal apology or to receive
some other token slap on the wrist. The outcome really
depends on the situation of the court at the time.

Religious proscription, however, draws in Kuei-jin
akuma-hunters from around the court to collect the bounty,
increase their fame and do their duty to Heaven. Many
vampires in sects proscribed for religious reasons are
“killed during their apprehension.” Those who are dragged
before the local authorities are usually unwilling to recant
their heresies, and thus, they end their Road Back with a
defiant hymn to the rising sun. While few religious her-
etics are willing to recant their ways, those who are willing
to renounce their false beliefs are generally pardoned. By
way of contrast, those under prosecution for belonging to
a sect that has been proscribed for political reasons can
expect as much mercy as they have the political capital to
buy, and not one iota more.

Tue BrLack jron Talons

The Talons are certainly one of the best-known, if
least-loved, of the Devil-Tigers’ lesser sects. The Black
Iron Talons take it as their duty to hunt and destroy the
minions of the Yama Kings in the here and now. Most
particularly, the Talons hunt akuma, but they also stalk
Kumo, Kura Sau, nephandi, Spectres and whatever other
prey crosses their path. This list also includes followers of
blasphemous Dharmas, whom the Talons see as at least as
bad as, and probably worse than, direct servants of the
Yama Kings.

Many low-ranking Black Iron Talons are also Thou-
sand Embers, Electric Money investors and what have
you, but the Kuei-jin who form the core of the Black Iron
organization hold titles from the Sagacious Devils at
most, if they belong to any other sect at all. The Talons
implicitly accept Thousand Embers philosophies on the
Sixth Age, but they feel that the Righteousness Societies
tie sect members too closely to the politics of the courts.
Talons who wish to rise in the sect should be careful to
sever their other sectarian ties.

Tightly organized on a regional basis, the Talons have
a strongly paramilitary structure. The Black Iron Talons
are particularly notable for their heavy use of bakemono
and Ban Ren Guei servants. Talon Devil-Tigers fill a role
similar to military officers and police detectives, leading
combat teams and performing investigations. However,
the foot soldiers who perform the assassinations and
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inun AND THE C}oumq Gcm !
It may seem odd that a culture of master
shapeshifters can be built on a foundation of gen-
der bias, when to most penangallan, sexual charac-
teristics are just another part of their wardrobe.
Gender among Golden Courts Kuei-jin is much

- than of reproductive status. Feminine characteris- -
~ ticsare symbols of enlightenment, whereas mascu-j '
line characteristics are base. i
While the penangallan may sport Dutmgmuﬁl? |
exaggerated feminine sexual traits and revel in

’ more a sign of social status and enlightenment

E their sexuality, females of low status are forced by

~ custom to masculinize themselves. This simula-

. tion can be done either through shapeshifting or
via dress and manner, but for a disciple to be
mistaken for one of her spiritual betters is an
offense against the honor of the penangallan as a
group, and it is punished as such. Past a certain
critical point of enlightenment (generally Dharma -
6) gender-masculine Kuei-jin are seen as a threat
to the social system of the court. These enlight-
ened males musteither change theirgender through
either shapeshifting or transvestitism, or be driven
from the courts. Likewise, Kuei-jin visiting from =
regions of the Middle Kingdom where enlighten-
ment, gender and mastery of Flesh Shintai dnfnntl_ .
fit together quite so intimately would be wise to -
adopt gender-neutral dress and mannerisms durmg i
their stay. i

As if it needed to be said, attemptmg to " un- 3
' a transvestite Catha}'an or speculating on

b I 1

someone’s “actual” gender is a killing insult in the .

-} Golden Courts. Outsiders may be permitted m <

misstep, if the aggrieved parties are of a generous
nature, but this offense is one for which there is
rarely a second chance given, and never a third.
Gender politics in the Golden Courts are im-
mensely complex; with submissive partners in re-
lationships assuming quasi-masculine attire and
mannerisms, and with male traits often denoting
depression or sadness. Ambassadors and well-in-
formed travelers quickly pick up the habit of strictly
avoiding the use of gender-specific pronouns, and
instead always refemng to the sub]att&of dlscﬂurse |
by name.

kidnappings for which the Talons are justifiably famous
are rarely Wan Kuei at all.

Interestingly, senior bakemono and devil-people ef-
fectively outrank Crimson Tiger disciples within the sect.
While the disciples nominally have the authority to
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command older non-Kuei-jin Talons, a Devil-Tiger still
wet behind the ears can expect to be ignored or put aside
(at best) until such time as he has earned the right to
command. Eventually, he should fill his station properly,
but until then, he is but an observer along for the ride and
the experience.

Other than their unusual trust in and reliance on
non-vampire members, the Talons are known for two
exceptional traits. The first is their unerring accuracy, and
the second is their incredibly methodical record-keeping.
Unlike many witch-hunters, who cleanse first and inves-
tigate later, the Talons never, ever move until they are
certain beyond the faintest shadow of a doubt that their
quarry is akuma. This care is central to the sect’s beliefs.
They believe that tokill an innocent Kuei-jin as anakuma
is to do the Yama Kings three services; to have misspent
effort investigating an innocent, to have destroyed a
potential force for Righteousness and to have spoiled the
name of the Black Iron Talons. While there have been
some regrettable accidents in the history of the sect, they
are a bare handful spread across the millennia, and the
Talons aim to keep it that way.

Rumors persist that the Talons keep a list, jokingly
called the Imperial Appointments, of the Kuei-jin they
are certain are akuma but whom they cannot move against
for political reasons or lack of evidence. Supposedly, the
Talons will exterminate these suspected akuma systemati-
cally at the changing of the Age. Such talk is all conjec-
ture, but what is known as almost certain fact is that the
Talons cooperate with the Searing Wind’s akuma-hunt-
ing branch, the Righteous Apostles of Extraordinary
Valor, and that the Apostles have a habit of striking at
politically untouchable targets.

The Talon’s reputation for unexcelled record-keep-
ing is an outgrowth of this meticulous investigative style.
The Talons may keep a target under surveillance for
decades, gathering information before they strike. During
this time, every contact, every interaction and every
other bit of potentially useful data is recorded and sent

~ back to the regional superiors for collection and analysis

of possible relevance to other pending cases.

Prior to the modern era, some very sophisticated
systems came about for dealing with the vast amounts of
knowledge accumulated by the sect. With the modemn
era, however, the sect’s dependence on Bane spirits and
the strange constructions of the Yellow Springs known as
Eunuchs has been reduced, and modern computer systems
have been phased in. Equipped with Bane-driven search
engines and ghostly database miners, these computers
grind away constantly at the evidence gathered by the
sect, attempting — with the help of their Devil-Tiger
operators —to determine the topology of the Yama King's
labyrinthine schemes and keep ahead of the Lords of Yomi
Wan. As is to be expected, success is limited, but the
system definitely seems to have a positive impact.
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BrjLjanT Coats

Though the structure of their local bureaucracy var-
ies, the influence of the August Body of Sagacious Devils
extends across the Middle Kingdom. The Thousand Em-
bers, however, have a more strictly circumseribed author-
ity. In the Golden Courts, the Brilliant Coals sect takes

the place of the Thousand Embers as the dominant Devil-
Tiger faith.

The Brilliant Coals is, in many ways, quite similar to
the Thousand Embers. The Coals eschew large, formal
organizations, instead preferring small groups. However,
unlike the Embers, the Brilliant Coals are loosely hierar-
chical. Rather than organizing themselves into societies,
the Crimson Tigers of the Brilliant Coals follow the
general pattern of Golden Courts society instead, group-
ing behind a single, charismatic female vampire.

Generally, each vampire of this sort (often called a
penangallan, in congruence with the title in the Golden
Courts; indeed, many penangallans hold the rank both
within their sect and their court) has between five and 15
hangers-on, who serve as an artificial family of students,
servants and lovers. There is usually a clear division
within the ranks of the attendants. Members of the inner
circle, aspiring penangallan themselves, share a bond with
their mistress and one another similar to the one created
by the guanxi rite, and they are relatively close to her in
terms of their progress on the Road Back. The outer circle
are younger vampires, who move from elder to elder until
they find a penangallan whose service they enjoy and
whose fellow-followers they appreciate.

The Brilliant Coals emphasize passion and physical-
ity. The Coals revel in the impulsiveness and the animal
magnificence of the P’o, yet they hold the reins of the
Demon much more tightly than the Devil-Tigers of the
north. To the Coals, sexuality, hunger, violence and self-
gratification are intimately intertwined with Enlighten-
ment, but it is absolutely essential to an Ember that it is
the Hun, the conscious mind, whose desires are satisfied,
and not the P’o’s.

A Thousand Ember Devil-Tiger would say that the

Lower Soul is an integral part of the vampire’s personality.
While it must be unquestioningly subordinate, it must
also be understood and accepted as part of the whole that
makes up the Kuei-jin. By way of contrast, a Brilliant Coal
sees the P’o as an unnatural aberration, a collection of
instinctive drives given a voice by the Second Breath. A
Thousand Ember attempts to come to harmony with
himself, educating and disciplining his P’o until he and it
share a single voice. A Brilliant Coal kicks her P’o and
beats it with iron rods, sending it sniveling back down into
the basement of her subconscious where hunger, fear and
the sex drive belong. This vehement hatred of the P'o
causes many Brilliant Coals to learn Cultivation, and for
this power, they are particularly feared.

Many outsiders find it difficult to distinguish between
the Passion Bloodflower sect of the Thrashing Dragons

and the Brilliant Coals, though the practitioners are quite
aware of their differences (which often lead to violence
between the groups). The Coals, like the Thousand
Embers, embrace the philosophy of violent individual
resistance to the Demon Emperor. But, where the Thou-
sand Embers are abstract and detached, the Brilliant
Coals are visceral and immediate. The Thousand Embers
may lay their schemes to ruin the world like musicians
tuning their instruments, but the Coals are
improvisationalists. Gather a few hundred guns, 30 or 40
thousand rounds of ammunition and a ton or so of explo-
sives, and the next step will become clear when the time
is right. The Coals have no plan, other to make the
Golden Courts a Hell so hot that not even the Demon
Emperor can bear it.

In many ways, this more positive outlook on the Sixth
Age reflects the web of intimate community the penangallan
share. The Thousand Embers see themselves as tiny fires
in a matrix of chaff, each liable to being snuffed out
casually if it is noticed too soon. They believe their plans
must be cunningly laid and meticulously detailed to have
any chance of success. In contrast, the Coals see their
families not as isolated sparks, but as many separate
brands, all burning together in the community of the
Golden Courts. Each may sport its own tongues of flame
and glow a certain color, but together they can make a
heat so great as to be unapproachable. Both approaches
have their merits and drawbacks, and which set of as-
sumptions is correct will be made clear soon enough.

Tt Erecrrjc Money WickepNEss
Cius

Western perceptions of Asia invariably run to tradi-
tional temples and agriculture, or ultramodern skyscrap-
ers and factories. This is a false dichotomy — the Chinese
were the first to develop paper money, and Asian nations
have had sophisticated economies since the dawn of
history. Where there is money, there will be sin, and
where there is dishonesty, greed, vice and corruption,
there will be Devil-Tigers.

The Electric Money Wickedness Club is only the
latest and largest incarnation of a Crimson Tiger mercan-
tile tradition dating back millennia. There are dozens of
similar but smaller societies extant today, and the Kuei-
jin who make up these groups scatter and reform over the
decades like leaves in a stiff breeze. Over the course of
their long, long unlives, most elder Devils of Heaven have
spent some time involved in business ventures, just as
most become artists, priests, lovers, soldiers and thieves in
turn. Diversity, like hardship, is unavoidable over a long
enough span of existence. Nevertheless, the Wickedness
Club is the current centerpiece of Heavenly Devil busi-
ness and investment, and so it merits special mention.

The Electric Money is best described as an invest-

ment club. Members pay a certain yearly entrance fee that
maintains the infrastructure of the club. By means of a
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sophisticated message system relying on everything from
pen-and-silk notes to email, the various members can
advertise their own business ventures, make contact with
other Kuei-jin who may wish to employ them or invest in
businesses that are either being floated now or already
established and seeking capital for expansion.

With one foot in the daylit world and the other in the
sophisticated guanxi networks and black economies of the
Pacific Rim, the Wickedness Club is an underground
economy for the Devils of Heaven as built by the Devils
of Heaven, Major drug deals and data piracy are trans-
acted alongside blue chip insider trading and luck clubs
whose only abnormality is that the members are dead.
Money is laundered, partners are found and investments
are made, all off the books and away from the prying eyes
of government officials interested in troublesome ques-
tions like taxation and business ethics.

What makes the Electric Money unusual is that the
organization itself has an agenda. Funded by entrance fees
and the fact that the Club runs the best money-laundering
operation in the Middle Kingdom, the board of directors
of the Electric Money pursue their own war against the
Yama Kings. It is an economic war, but unlike most such
conflicts, it has nothing to do with the ownership of some
profitable commodity or attractive monopoly.

The board knows that some of the Yama Kings,
particularly Mikaboshi, have their fingers in developing
economies across the world. The Club picks out the
financial movements of the Lords of Yomi through a
combination of espionage, open-source analysis and for-
tune-telling — bodhisattvas make excellent market ana-
lysts. Of particular interest to the club are physical plants
and other such investments, which cannot be easily sold
or transferred. Through skillful manipulation of markets
and physical circumstances, the Electric Money seeks to
destroy or devalue these assets.

The method of destruction varies. It may be accom-
plished directly through violent action, through tips passed
to local hengeyokai or through the introduction of legis-
lation or regulation designed to render the assets value-
less. Mikaboshi’s new cash cow factory will do him little
good after it has been nationalized and paid a midnight
visit by the local Hakken. Other, more indirect action
might take the form of passing weapons to local guerrilla
groups, spreading rumors that cause a major investment
partner to pull out of a business venture or making a
boatload of spare parts desperately needed for the gun-
ships of the local dictatorship disappear en route. There is
currently a great deal of evidence emerging that the
Electric Money anticipated the Asian Crisis and pulled
large sums from various investment funds at strategic
points to exacerbate the downturn for unknown reasons.
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This action hardly goes unopposed, but the Yama
Kings have always been hostile to the Kuei-jin. A shadow
war rages across the Middle Kingdom, as the various sides
lash out at each other’s economic strong points. In this
financial conflict, it is the Devil-Tigers who have the
upper hand. To the bodhisattvas and mandarins of the
Wickedness Club’s board of directors, the struggle is
mostly just an elaborate game. When they lose all their
money, they'll go do something else. Like a swordsman
resigned to death, the members of the Wickedness Club
do not care if they win or lose this battle, and so cannot
be defeated, only destroyed. But money is life to Mikaboshi
and Pentex, their mode of existence and ticket to power.

If they lose their economic might, the Wickedness Club’s
enemies have lost everything.

The SEARING Winp

Probably the most infamous of the widely proscribed
Devil-Tiger sects, membership in the Searing Wind is
grounds for Meeting the Eye of Heaven in every civilized
court in the Middle Kingdom. Violent, bloodthirsty and
above all highly organized, the Searing Wind follows the
self-proclaimed Grand Arhat Hon Li. A blazing violation
of the Five Emperors-period prohibitions against large-
scale political organization among Devil-Tigers, the Sear-
ing Wind came into existence shortly after the treaty of
the Quincunx was finalized.

In founding the Searing Wind, Hon Li made public
expression of the widespread sentiment among Devil-
Tigers that early decisions prohibiting Celestial Devil
organization had been motivated primarily by political
considerations (which was hardly the first time such
sentiments had been expressed). The call for removing
the proscription on large Devil-Tiger political parties was
historically (and still is) one of the primary rallying points
for Celestial Devil dissidents against the established po-
litical order.

However, with the corruption of the Changan An-
cestor, the arrival of the Sunset People in the Middle
Kingdom and the clear abandonment of the Five Emper-
ors structures, the time seemed ripe for change. More
importantly, Hon Li was already a bodhisattva at that
time, and he had participated in the authoring of the
Treaty of the Quincunx. The future Grand Arhat’s call for
reform was received, not as a voice in the wilderness or an
extremist sentiment, but as a clarion call.

The reaction of Kuei-jin society was predictable. The
newly minted ancestor of the Quincunx proclaimed the
bodhisattva an akuma and slave of Yomi. The August
Body duly stripped Hon Li of his titles, and all those Kuei-
jin who saw slaying a renegade bodhisattva as a viable
option for political advancement hunted Hon Li and his



Searing Winp Ranks
The Searing Wind rejects the Confucian ideals of the August Body of Sagacious Devils,
preferring instead a ranking system that rates each Kuei-jin based on his martial merit, not his
administrative acumen. Parenthetically noted beside each rank is the minimum level of enlight-
enment required to hold that position. Promotion comes via military aptitude, not simple
enlightenment, and all members of the Wind enter at the bottom and work their way up. Thus, it

is possible for an elder Crimson Tiger mandarin of little martial ralent who recentb,r joined the
Wind to hold only the rank of Courageous Soldier.

Two ranks, the Sturdy Footman of Hell and the Crusader for Celestial Justice, ate used to' g give

mortal auxiliaries a place in the Searing Wind chain of command. These two ranks are graded to

provide relative ranking between different auxiliaries. The proper form for a graded title follows the

format of “Third Class Sturdy Footman of Hell.” Such a Ban Ren Guei would be outranked by a

Second Class Sturdy Footman, but he would outrank a Fourth Class Sturdy Footman.

Searjng Winp Ranks, HiguesT ro Lowest

Grand Arhat

Enlightened Master (Arhat)

Distinguished Heavenly General (Bodhisattva)

Righteous Commander (Mandarin)

Bloodthirsty Young Officer (Jina)

Courageous Soldier (Older Disciple)

Brave, Untested Warrior (Young Disciple)

Sturdy Footman of Hell (Devil-Person or Dhampyr, five classes)
Crusader for Celestial Justice (bakemono only, three classes)

SearinGg Winp Djrecrjons
North Direction: The Seven Venom Tempest, under the b{:«dhlsattva Great Depth Uniforms
are dark green, blue and black.

South Direction: The Unquenchable Bonfire, under the bodhisattva Crimson Peony. Uni-
forms are saffron, scarlet, crimson and black.

East Direction: The Immortal Forest, unclf:r the bodhisattva Graceful Crane. Umfurms are

green, brown and black.

West Direction: The Fearless Iron Blades, under the bodhisattva Winter Morning. Uniforms
are white, gray and black.

- Center Direction: The Sky-Scraping Mountain, under the bodhisattva Nine Tongues.
Uniforms are gray, white and green. |

SearjNG \an SrlqA.L Branchss
Righteous Apostles of Extraordinary Valor (Akumu—Hunters)
Black Magicians of Terrible Might (Ritualists/ Bane Trainers)
Cat-Footed Gatherers of Secrets (External Affairs)
Doubly Fearsome Excisors of Treasonous Behavior (Internal Security)

Skillful Manipulators of the Mortal Press [in the sense of a pushy crowd, not a newspaper]
(Human Relations)

Healers of Wounded Comrades-in-Arms (Medical)
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handful of loyal followers across the Middle Kingdom.
Had matters progressed as was usual in the case of such

zealots, Hon Li would have been eventually driven to
ground and destroyed.

However, Hon Li was considerably more powerful
than the typical Crimson Tiger rebel against Gui Ren
society, as well as being a shrewd thinker and an extraor-
dinarily charismatic speaker. The same skills that had
served him in authoring the Quincunx Treaty also aided
Hon Li in his rebellion. Gathering followers, the
bodhisattva turned some of his pursuers to his own cause
and destroyed others who were unwilling to convert.
Over the next several centuries, the Searing Wind (as
Hon Li called the sect) became a fixture of Middle
Kingdom society. Like the Assassins of the West, the sect
existed on the fringes of society, prosecuting a relentless
war against the Yama Kings and their servants regardless
of political consequences.

Less palatably, the Searing Wind also prosecuted a
war against the Thrashing Dragons and Resplendent
Cranes, striking particularly at those who had persecuted
Devil-Tigers, or who were activists in causes that opposed
the Celestial Devils. Multiple efforts were made to stamp
out the Searing Wind, but the Wind’s cellular structure,
the meticulous character of its plans and exquisitely well-
developed system of intelligence sources and secret strong-
holds made such efforts only partially successful.

The period around the Opium Wars, the Taiping
Rebellion and the Boxer Uprising were excellent times
for the sect, as unsettled times bred urns like flies, and the
obvious menace of the Kin-jin caused many Devil-Tigers
torealize how close athand the Sixth Age truly was. It was
at the end of the 19th century, flush with new resources
and recruits, that the Searing Wind pulled their greatest

trick and disappeared from the political landscape of the
Middle Kingdom altogether.

It is not that the Searing Wind is actually gone,
however. Searing Wind agents still roam the night on
missions of slaughter, though the Wind blows mostly
against the Yama Kings now, husbanding its strength for
the upcoming Age. But the Grand Arhat and his inner
cadre of mandarins and bodhisattvas have vanished ut-
terly. Some claim they have gone to the depths of the Yin
World, while others say that Hon Li and his people have
gone to the badlands of Afghanistan, or that the Searing
Wind hasfound a way to survive in the Himalayas and live
among the ruins of Meru. Speculation is common, but
facts are rare. All that is known for certain is that Hon Li
has left the Middle Kingdom, and perhaps even the
Floating World, until the abdication of the August Per-
sonage draws him back to do battle with the Demon
Emperor.

STRUCTURE AND GOVERNANCE

The members of the Searing Wind follow a strict
military hierarchy. The Searing Wind soldiers make up
the Army of Righteousness, and they ready themselves for
the final battle against the Demon Emperor. Enlighten-
ment is important, but practical ability is more so. Rank
is awarded based on individual merit. Normally, merit
evaluation is based primarily on martial ability, but within
the ranks of specialist troops (who make up about 10
percent of the Searing Wind) other criteria are applied.

Devil-Tiger military units parallel the pyramidal na-
ture of Gui Ren power. The core of the Wind is the Grand
Arhat, who will fight the Demon Emperor directly, sup-
ported and defended by his bodhisattvas. Each of the
bodhisattvas will be supported and defended in turn by
their mandarins, and so on. This structure assures a
concentration of power on the most dangerous targetin a
battle on the open field, and it means that, in a more
disorganized conflict, each soldier will take orders from
someone he knows is older and wiser than himself. The
Searing Wind divides itself roughly into five units each
following one of the sect’s bodhisattvas. Each of the
bodhisattvas has her own distinctive personality and
methods, and this individuality is reflected in the uni-
forms and demeanor of their subordinate troops.

The governance of the Searing Wind is strictly top-
down. The Grand Arhat makes decisions in consultation
with the bodhisattvas, who in turn discuss implementa-
tion with their subordinate mandarins, who pass the
orders down to the jina, and so on until the lowest Bane
and bakemono have gotten word of their duties.

Like the Black Iron Talons, the Searing Wind makes
extensive use of Devil-Men and bakemono to round out
its ranks. If one counts bakemono and devil-men, the
ranks of the Searing Wind may number as many as high
as 4000 members. The Wind also makes extensive use of
Banes as spies, messengers, and weapons of warfare. There
are several hundred powerful Banes in the direct service
of the Wind, and three times that many bound into
Inauspicious Objects or serving as menials to high-rank-
ing officers.

Docrrine AND BELjEFS

The Searing Wind adheres to the belief that the Five
Emperors’ strictures on the Devil-Tiger faith have noth-
ing to do with Righteousness or the final battle against the
Demon Emperor, but were instead motivated by political
concerns. Hon Li claims, on some fair authority, that
when the Demon Emperor accedes to the Throne of
Heaven, he will be at his weakest immediately thereafter.
If there is to be any hope of defeating the Emperor without
centuries of conflict, or perhaps even of defeating him at
all, he must be assaulted with every force on Heaven and



Earth that the Gui Ren can muster, What precisely that
means at this point is an open question. No one below the
rank of Righteous Commander knows any details of the
Searing Wind battle plan. With the exception of Special
Branch troops (who are usually kept ignorant due to their
exposed positions) only Bloodthirsty Young Officers and

below have been seen in the Middle Kingdom for almost
a century.

However devoted the Searing Wind is to the cause of
defeating the Demon Emperor, they are still dangerous
fanatics. Hon Li openly lays claim to the very same
intolerance that motivated the Five Emperors in their
long-ago decision against the Crimson Tigers. The Sear-
ing Wind would happily stamp out the other Dharmic
paths and fight a great war to unify the Gui Ren under the
Grand Arhat’s banner, had it the time. For now, Hon Li
only hopes that when the moment is right, the Wan Kuei
will see the urgency of the need to combat the Demon
Emperor immediately. From the number of known and
suspected Cat-Footed Gatherers moving through the
Middle Kingdom recently, it looks as if the Wind may be
doing its very best — through bribery, persuasion and
blackmail — to help ancestors and mandarins in making
the right choice when the Demon Emperor accedes.

The RjgurEOUS EARTH=PRjSON
SMiTNG FisT

Another widely proscribed sect, the Righteous Earth-
Prison Smiting Fist opposes the rule of Yu Huang, the lord
of the Middle Kingdom's afterlife, violently. This cause is
certainly popular enough. Many Righteousness Societies
and other Devil-Tiger groups outside China oppose Yu
Huang’s racist policies openly or quietly, often with the
tacitapproval of their courts. Certainly, one of the reasons
that Yu Huang has such difficulty holding the areas
claimed by the Golden Courts is the penchant of the
strong-headed penangallan to tear into his troops.

Generally, a mutual balance of terror reigns in the
Occupied Territories, with the Kuei-jin often capable of
killing anything they come across in a one-on-one fight.
The ghosts in turn possess superior numbers and a much
wider activity cycle. The wars are undeclared and furtive,
but all across the Middle Kingdom, the Gui Ren wear
away at the Chinese ghosts who oppress their ancestors,
and the Restless Dead remove those ketsuki who become
too daring in their resistance.

Not so in the Quincunx, where Yu Huang's policy of
domestic mercy and his friendly relations with the Re-
splendent Cranes engender much kinder feelings be-
tween the Restless Dead and the Wan Kuei. Yet the
Righteous Earth-Prison Smiting Fist exists primarily in
the Quincunx, and is an implacable a foe of Yu Huang as
any.
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The specific point of disagreement between the sect
and Imperial policy is the existence of Feng Tu, the Earth
Prison, though this issue is not the whole of the sect’s
agenda. In essence, the sect charges that Yu Huang is
committing imposture and usurping the duties of Heaven
and Hell by establishing himself as a spiritual and not a
temporal authority in the Afterlife. By usurping the names
and likenesses of characters in Chinese mythology for the
officials of his Hell, Yu Huang commits an offense against
the eyes of Heaven by claiming celestial titles for his
ghostly kingdom.

More generally, the Earth-Prison Smiting Fist dis-
agrees with Yu Huang’s policies which portray his king-
dom as a place of long-term residence, including encour-
aging the growth of “families,” and policies which destroy
ghosts rather than allowing them to continue on to
Oblivion or rebirth. This particularly means Feng Tu, but
it also extends to the creation of Eunuchs and white jade
not made from kuei. These ideals have moderate support
among Quincunx Devil-Tigers and even among non-
Devil-Tiger Kuei-jin, but the sect is generally proscribed
for political reasons. In some places, the condemnation is
purely a formal matter required to maintain relations with
the Yellow Springs, but where the Resplendent Cranes
are strong the prohibition is actually enforced.

From its foundation in the 1600s until the middle of
this century, the Fist had a brilliant leader in person of the
Kuei-jin known only as Imperial Physician Fu Tu. Under
his leadership, the Fist's adopted policies of disrupting the
Imperial Bureaucracy through the destruction of Eunuchs
and important bureaucrats. Infiltrators have never been
able toslip into the Earth Prison directly, because they are
reportedly unable to penetrate past the entity known as
Mrs. Meng. Those who have attempted to do so are sent
back unharmed, but unable to repeat what Mrs. Meng
related to them before sending them away.

Imperial Physician Fu Tu and his bodyguards were
attempting to organize communist starvation victims into
aresistance force during the Great Famine when Resplen-
dent Crane and Imperial Guard hunting parties finally
caught up to them. Fu Tu and his followers met the Final
Death, and it was expected that the sect would quickly fall
apart. But Fu Tukept norecordssave in his own mind, and
he went to his final death fighting, as did all his inner
circle. After the Imperial Physician’s death, the move-
ment became even stronger, as its dependence on the
charisma and ingenuity of one man was reduced. The
decades since the Famine have seen, if anything, the
strength of the Fist increasing, particularly as the major
cells have begun receiving aid from Swar, the massive
city-state that forms the core of the Indian underworld.

For more information about Yu Huang, the Yellow
Springs, the Earth Prison and the Chinese occupation of
the Asian Shadowlands, see the Wraith: The Oblivion
supplements Dark Kingdom of Jade and Dark Kingdom
of Jade Adventures.
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The qumn
SiNNER-PUNjSHING SoCiETY

The Distinguished Sinner-Punishing Society is a
Devil-Tiger sect that believes that the duty of the Crim-
son Tigers is not just to punish sinners, but to provide
stern examples for mortals who stray from the path of
righteousness. This belief is not very far from the Devil-
Tigers' mainstream. The Devils of Heaven pride them-
selves on the poetic, often quite demonstrative natures of
the punishments that they inflict on sinners. Subtle as the
Devil-Tigers can be, some of these punishments look so
much like manifestations of instant karma that they are
never even noticed.

Yet “subtle” is one word which in no way typifies the
Distinguished Sinner-Punishing Society, and it is for this
reason that they are one of the most brutally suppressed
Heavenly Devil sects. The Punishing Society believes
that by finding and publicly executing mortals well-
known for their iniquitous behavior, they remind mortals
that their misdeed have very real consequences.

Obviously, part of the persecution of the Punishing
Society stems primarily from the fact that its policies run

directly against the shen’s aversion to publicity. Teaching

mortals the lesson that if you beat your wife, undead
monsters will tear your limbs off and leave you in the trunk
of an abandoned car is not the sort of thing that can go on
without drawing undue mortal attention. If a sinner must
be murdered, it is best if the body is never found again.

However, the proscription on this sort of direct and
public punishment is not entirely without Dharmic justi-
fication. The Wan Xian fell for the hubris of their at-
tempts at rulership over mortals. As devils, the Devil-
Tigers are present only to carry out a celestial function,
not to guide mortals. Evil is anecessary constant in human
existence. By attempting to abolish sin rather than just
punishing it, the Distinguished Sinner-Punishing Societ-
ies are seen as overstepping their place in the Celestial

Order.
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i L1ke all Kuei-jin, Dﬂvll Tigers see themselves as ful- - &
filling a particular role in the Celestial ©tder:s Over the 8 _
centuries, members of the Dharma have developed a great= % ¢ '
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oy ngs (Level 2 thual) g
| levil-Tigers don’t always limit themselves to punishing the exceptionally \
wic.l‘(%'éd Many Heavenly Devils also act s roaming forces of instant karma, ,ﬂ ——
inflicting little Pumshments on those responsible for the banal evils of our . m
¢ world. While this practie.is theoretically far below their station as Devils,
some G!m Tlgeﬁ derive a cértain EWISI‘I amusement from the use of
‘this-ritual’ Such is mlmly true of Running Monkeys in the throes of

[y Plckmg up the devil, but somejinz Mdanns enjoy slumming, acting

’ Savage Joss ¢z calls up a horde Df tiny gnat-like Bane-spirits that Drblt
around the Devg_jer until the Cathayan activates them. When loosed
he Barles swarm around ‘the victim and corrupt her joss,
causing hepd y := strﬂng but brief streak of ill fortune.
0sé targeted by Sava?gelﬂss suffer only one major instance
of bad luek {Jut it hﬂ:s nearly lnsmnt,b; Saffage Joss only really
o u € used to ?nﬁf 'ustiﬁe“’tﬁ someone who
od ¢ & Banes are very
st ha fresh taint of
o & {:nrruptmn mdeed for the. splrl (5"t b amémuch influence.
" Also, thestrong flews of jess atoundshen, even minor ones
like Kinfolk and.bakemono, generﬁiﬁ prevent the Banes
_from having any nﬂtlceabbe. effect on these beings.

S%rstem. The vampire Sﬁ@ds 10 minutes preparing an
unguent composed of honey, cayénne, aconite and arsenic,
then spends a point.of €hi to activate the substance. He
smears the unguent across his lipspand when he wishes to
set the Savage Jossona t:arget‘he nw to stick out his
tongue, blow her a kiss or-otherwise symbolically transfer
the attractant to. the target. The honey unguent is only

Enec:f:ssary during the ritual=— after the Rite ends, the Kuei-
can wash it off, almost immediately, but the Banes
mait n with her until unleashed: A Ku&tﬁﬁ‘n may hold as

nany ' swarms ' of Savage Joss tohis pérscm as his P’o or

Ve

tisma score, whlchegﬂn“fugher

e

muﬁt%'jﬂ be immediately rtpnmanded by her

j supf:n% @‘@mepetty infraction, an inconsider- ‘
. ate jogger will twist his ankle mete stepsafter he
%_{. %ﬁ? bmm an old lady aside;.and someone who

€s 1o stop talk‘lngmm l:hé ti'leate; will catch

‘doesn’ t really allow for ariyehing Tiere ehan
minor ]ustTEE While it could be iﬁ‘é‘ﬂ" on a
murderer, it’s unlikely that having a gunman
burn himself painfally on the hot barrel of
the murder weapon will really even up the
karmic score. Z -

Stc}r',rﬁ;llers shﬂulti g0 « out of their way

to discourage the use of the ritual in com-
vbat. That's not wHat it's for, and it doesn’t
work very well w,k&gﬂwsed fnr that purpose.
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Asserting the"%leaveﬁl anﬂeﬁe of Yang Demon
Command (Level 3 Ritual) . S N
The Cﬁnteemﬁgers believe themselves te have been
granted- autheﬁtywevet lesser-evil spirits, a ‘mandate of
which they are not hesitant to ‘take a@antﬂge It is
through this rite (and seeera’l other related ones) that
Devils of Heayen bind wicked spirits to do their bidding.

Black sorcery is never without risk. Evil spirits are, b',r
their very nature, violent a:nd prone to turning on
erstwhile master should the sorcerer prove 1n3de£pjate to
the task of control. In this present Age of Darkness, with
the Cel%ial Order in uch profound de cay; a Devil-Tiger
can expect to hgeem%mnty only whe she enforces it.
However, whlfé authority may sprin Fremferge, it is
as genulﬁeee an?eﬁwr Whtle@'cer”g;am tities of massive
power (Yam Kings, eMaehu:r Incarna, | reater akuiﬁtl

iblack magicians) may be able to wres “control of the
spirits away from. the Kue1-]1n threugh sheer strength,.

"-r

theere is no presumption in the was é e’s mastery. Bane- nf thf: Spirit’s maast
-T1ge

spirits commanded by the Devi an gnd will ettael;
other Banes-and evil creatures, even those of h1gher
Power, without hee1tatten ¢
System: Aeeertmg the Heavenly Prrellege isa falrlg.r
~complex ritual, which cannot be carried out without

~Some preparation, meludmg a lit brazier and a numberef
‘ceremonial objects (bells, censers, etc.). Therefore, usin g

 the ritualas a fast defensé against hostile Spirits is essen-
tially impossible. Likewise, unless the

w&at is happening and flee the area. * s
“ In addition, the Kuei-jin must be able S€
3 Bene to be bound. L1fee1ght usually does theri

the'fgng Mmerlands} will werkes leng as the',r are

a8 pl:éewe as vision. . e

il Kj‘ "Typically, the Kuei-jin enters an area of the Aid e

ngdom of which the Yang Mirrorlands are the::kﬁﬂil
* Bane“spirits. After locating a relatively ifactive Bahhe

the appropriate type (or immobilizing an dctive one with—

Chi-shaping) she begins perférming the ritual of Asser-
tion. This takes about 30 minutes; and while the Asser-
tion can be performéd in the outdoors, it looks exactly

like what it is — a demonological ritual. Fer this reason, -

it is best done away from mortal eyes. . %
©On completion of the ritual, a Manipulation. + Ritu-

f _alsroll (cﬁtﬁeulw of the local Wall rating + 1) iscalled for.

If this rollsucceeds, the player may then spend a point of
Yin Chi and make-a.P'o + Occult roll with a difficulty of

“the spmt s Willpowet:* The DevtLTlger can make as

many attempts as there were successes on.the initial
“Manipulation + leals roll, ete\x@te of one per turn, The

o Kuei%jin may choose torend the process early if he wishes, .
but tﬁ%ﬂﬂer must spend a poinf of Yin Chi for éachroll.

Durmg the:penod When the pla?er is makmg P’o + Occult

or without eenfbm-ﬁtienfEd Charme are esse

; IESS!_ . -: i

él;eer chooses to o make no add1t1enafl:”e +O

! eji'ﬁ hae somie - safe tota
means of forcing the Bane to hold still { w sl
" Tapestry power Chi-shaping) 1t§:a£ﬁ)e __----*. A
this rite against a spirit intelligent ~. nize

Heavenly Prrellege 0

_ -. is aware of l;he ntual’e eﬂ'”eet.‘fand
ma}* resist by | ashmg out at the Kuei-jin. Obvious
unintelligent spirits are not likely.to'connect the
with the vampire, and spirits immobilized by

ng‘ms

When the vampite é{.ﬂ‘ier runs out oft

BaneZpirit becomes bound to the K
for @numberof lunar months equal to th
EEeumulated on the P’o+ Occult retl.ﬁ he spﬂ:u: ;aﬁié“e b i
out the Kuei-jin'sorders ingood faith ﬂﬂdté___ best of 2
ablhttes thoughfailure mdmlet%g are sti Mgble

\11: s pees&blg to rea&mt m a
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or else escapé. The le.t!;ef’ean becﬁm e, o ﬂtﬁ lﬂen;&y

T penetrat in ders dl% of =

‘even the duﬂef of Banes after M&h‘hﬁnﬂa&fﬁf slavery. |

A KLIEI-:] in ¢ afel',r control Bﬂfﬁs Whﬂﬁt‘: «combined %
Pewer laje an r@“iﬂnee th uxbm%f“ ,g? :

tse;e:eedsiﬂ%efhﬁ
' ee»?ﬁ%the anescan .%L

.......

o e B i con. | b
O fo 1;5}1 as tﬁﬁm}ble 5\
_ lease his entire horde of
servat ""::=: who sc}ek n‘l%llﬂdlﬂtﬂ IE\?EW A ee:- Py
Bm% parti qh@h Rﬁtﬂ, Eﬁ;h:ke&f o b¢ ’Es, F
__quite- Illrdispesed@ - Mrewhen its pened ef ‘™
= slavery lapses. T h:’ae , Wy S g3

eniside the Yang

&Q
“worldath d;ﬂleql;séf I;h%imtlel“hdan ulation + Rituals:

I the Kuei‘—]m u;es

i seriously c.efmld er his physical |

ing into an wjelelm area of the Yang h"‘ v/l
anes ee*"gﬁnsl&ve Asserting the |
ers no protection for the vampire;

from either the target Bane or any companions it might

roll is 4, buﬁ%{'ne»sh ould s
safety before wanideri
Mirrorlands huntin

have. This ritual cannot bind spirits with Power greater

than 4Q, though there are morte powerful-versions avail- 15
able to Devil-Tiger mandarins and bodhisattvas. A botch
«during the casting of this ntual has severe conse- _
ryt ellet__tn determine,

The Deceptive Jade Chains of Yin Demon Cofn-
mand (Level 3 Ritual) »

" This r1tum the Yin-oriented version of Asserting
the Heavenly Privilege of Yang Demon Command. How-
S oAt ; -H"“r.




2 - = 5 "h
G ECE aa . 'i-'l.l' e
5 ’.f

har bmdmg Bane *sgunts e Deceptive Jade
Spa:tres, Shadowed Pl aggmcs and other

L i '“
E 0 o T
'l 5 =
2 r-'q_' 1 e —,ﬁ-rﬁ'

'*:'; " [S.

/the ?nechanu:s are essentially'the same, If the Sto

F

e :

Chansma + Being for i
- Chains cannor bin

estie__ﬁ

ﬁ; Ml '_,-; - .

% ﬂladnwed Plasms m}t
| f»‘pesh ; ’
i It ls“'wm:th noti

Yellow Springs ha
and that Kum—

o ] - i
ot
P - Az - " 1] =
e 5 - ] ol
- - b= = -
A o = ' il
i + v ] -
i e i oo 3 =
2 el =L
- g T
oy 4 et ya
e Sy RS y
. ] = iy 1
4 ]
:
:

:::rld’ eat storl u,_

hmlﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ&&m %ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁr

p[nts . 2

spirits into serving the Gui Ren dll'l'.‘ﬂt)?pg(hd
command those MM

rect servi rde

spirit is forced into  a object, imbuingit wi
powers relating to.the spirit’s r:hamgter The ¢
houses the evil spirit must be E@ ; 1
though the spiritis of untighteous Ilﬂtl.li"&,l-\ -a-represe
. tative of the Celestial Bureaucrac? Even i rwtude, it
b dea:rves‘ accommodations beflttmg its elevated station.
: me spirits prefer iodgufgs that proudly dlSpla? the.u'

.:._'r_m nature, while Wﬁﬁe&
o -..:.ﬁ_n. or i:egal appeagance It is wis

" spirit'spreferencebefore cngf

. ingcanilead to an Inaus icio t with a dlSEl
B haracter. Inadditmn,a:the pu Eﬂkhgﬂu
- and the nature of the spirit should coincide. For exarfiple,
RN - .__j'-j;*_ keah%hlf unsuitable residenéefor
Vi - Bar ead moh:als i 9 ra-lasclmus behavig
SR e Sﬁm K ofepa ‘the ﬂﬁﬁctﬁ’

4 t: ﬁuﬁh the  vampire n&ga not pre
1 ) crafts it must be 2 his particular art (C
4+). As stated, it is best lf hesit -- atches .- t's
preferencesitegarding abode. IFitde -t Wil
be unwieldy to use at best, and dangemus at v?ors <

" Next; the spirit. must Be constrained to enter
object. There are two options. The first is the creation
a,temporary Inauspicious Object, called a Little Inauspla
cious Object. A spirit bound via the Ritesiof Yin Qeﬁmun

or Yang Démon Command can be placed""‘mtn ﬁucﬁ b

object during an abbreviated version of the [nauspiciotfs

Object ritual that is four huurs in length and mvnlves a.

‘defiled dragorinest., i & P

ke m

I‘le thie particulars of the ritual dlffew?, -
ller*

is using Wraitht The Oblwmn, substituteé the Spectre’s .
illpower. The Deceptive,}”ade -

Thﬂ'.‘r s
the ritual known as Inauspmfms Ob]&ﬁt, an u;mghteﬂus

of tﬁffs g :

A ""'iii-:: i 10
. X

;o
- -
e i

get the jﬁb
e oil it tmk_tﬁfry

‘Sx.q.-““-’hu

player ms Mampulati“ﬂﬁ“*

o T i
-\.- x i
- .ll‘ 3
o |
-
G

A

e ¢ es crea
iber( * mar 'i*"’: ths le&mt@ﬁm ’SEMCE' o ',w"”"m
Spirits do not willingly partake-in the creation dfﬁ
: :;;-:‘ ;=-.. dlﬂus Ob‘]%ﬁ& glsﬂ @1 ead a G}eater%’

P e

o ”h ; In ﬁﬂer tﬂ‘bﬁ“ﬁjrcgd Il'IID such. Hﬂ

¥ é%acnﬁ& m

thfg ﬁtuﬂ"’__'
*l:he tite is su::
f the

flees Regﬁidlesﬁ* if tF

" #: nhrers of Eln?

Inauspi 9

*gﬁn 1

q _ s Fﬂ wer bf?‘l”é sp fil‘ led Dy

A
-Ba_.ke‘m Ri

e

1ng t e unwh |}lu_=: e’ :‘*h‘" L W
The targets of this r@ st be ¢ 1 careful
Crimson Tigers must make‘ﬁu : -¥+ take astheirse

onlymortals whu wrll not be m'_'. "‘"T‘ impottas

unrighteous life has'readied a place for thE-£ i 7;'
dwell. While suitable candidates are entirely too common
in some parts of the M le ng&nﬁ%the? still do not -
grow on trees. DeviléTigers in search gﬂmmtﬂrrs*m@ ]
n&énspendquu.eawhlle looking, partlcularlyﬁtheywmhﬁ P
*to recruit a number of such sesvants, and if the mortal
\ ' % - o




f‘ﬁ; -y : %}J . o E
: s > %
. Presarmg ron e Wip-Caacr: T | ¢
: targets are tﬂﬂWMSGmE yet to acceptfhe spirit meldmg, ik B SR S o e
/o the Banes mgﬁvellﬂﬁﬁun the Kuev]m who summuned 1 R b e Lﬂ _ 'j_ g

Svstﬂm; TFfE %&ejﬂ}m must brmg the'sinner in ques-
tion to a defiled dragon nest. Likewise, the -evil spirit with

which they w1ll join, t:he ﬂ'l s soul must be present and Tf:f vk ked ﬂﬂd wlmﬁ“ﬁ spirits ﬂf E“-’EI'Y {
bound to the Catha “service, either through ariteor & UYPEEAAE habits, 15"31‘33‘*1'1Elll't“’i'aB and powers of |
throug ﬁ‘m TEPESW Chl—sBapmg The Kuei-jin’s varieties gf evil lgj,g are set down
player must spend a point- fternpnrarg Willpower and % n " Df Eh&“ Crunsaﬁ Tigers. Many
make as 1':' 1Chﬁnsma ‘Ritualsroll, with adifficuley . m‘f Deﬁ]ﬁ’ know thi'é' habits of evil

dlpﬁwﬂr’ swhiokis: - spmts a&well as they know the shape of their

of the local 33@11 ratmg or, thé target $

Fe

3 . h

| ﬁn Ehe mﬂ'.at ,wtc;k&d Bl % T&Eh' to % i dmmmlﬂxmm of mmmg
=a f elementatevil | L ) fﬂfﬁéﬁmmﬁﬂﬂlﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁf? Devil-
. - -_:_:__ff'-fi' dath Ttger is a waik;,ng encyclopedia of Bane-spirit

reason lore. There are and always have been more

(whmh 15, at tpcrmt be',rnnd { remed? save death),

"' e canvulﬂcﬂﬁ’andmc%bl& ataccémpanythe " th@%;unt, LQE that “they are too weak and

ately et seii"es' in trouble in any case.

four to "s; Even th@ugh many mandarins and
~ bodhisattvas have transferred their libraries to

straints on the victim. The ritual takes approxir
hour, and the mmal period of possession last fro
six houts. The bakemﬂnﬂ s ChElFEICtEE manifestsitself over

3
+ - Lihreéto seyendaye: THIRAE is e wabe il fk the ? _ ggk@mmc _mﬁlﬁ}m for easier reference, the
‘hardly in common circulation.

g:_::bhn s master — the ba emnnn s supernatural powers” .

g ﬂ”wﬂl have begun m@amfest but the mortal’s will may not w .
A""yer ha%ﬁuccumbecf cgmpietel? to thexgnﬂuence nf'
B wicked spirit. ey

Flmt the o mas‘tery K ' mk&i spirits is a pm‘r'ﬁege
as 3*_611 as a right. Few d1sc1ple.s have the insight
-~ and disc

4 If the spirit used to create the bakenwnu $ tures p rlwdvﬁfl it is best if such wisdom is
: stramed via a demnnnl ical ritual ‘at the time of t X pt W the mandarins and jina.
! the goblin tends'to be naturally sub | SNE dge is power. Elder Celestial
, " onologist. Weakepedgs itisby nion 5 e Vﬂ Q&Eﬂ ﬂx‘ﬂt a ETEE% dﬂal of eﬁarf
;mortal soul, the spirit will never be able tﬂﬂw'ﬁﬁfﬁp o eat they
benﬂsnf ritual bmdiing Those goblins reswrained onlyby .& f;.: '5; 3 ; 8Ly SUCHIRIGC .:5;??3
’ - Chisshaping are likély to be of a cunsldetab]y,gm“ re.. ~ MUMPos ible prestation o
bellious charaéter, and géhemus use of Chi’iu Muh or * Thllﬂ: the mﬂ]ﬂﬂt?
/ . Obligation are suggesged toensure such bakemone’s con- gers, even if they have access to demnnnloglcal-
& o ringed loyalty. by 4 rituals, lack the practical knowledge needed to.
o As@rule of thumb each 10 poitits of the spirit’s . but the rites to good use. For most disciples, the
3 " Power, rounded dnm allows the bakeni®ho to m;mr&sf  firststeps in learning the specifics of demonology
. _one supernatural power (aside from the ability to soak..- 3}; . are hesitant ones, hit-and-miss attempts to guess
: Iethal@amage, which is inherent to the bakemono’s ™ Wﬁi&’lﬁanf wﬂlproducewhxchmrmfbakemc}nﬂ_
UF cﬂndttmﬁ) Bmd’i’ﬁﬁﬁpmts of Power greater than 40 into =~ GI Inauspicious Object, and what propitiatory |
i a mortal frame is possible, but not recommended. While i mu%s - NCEE08aE L0 call it up. Storytellers are
L the resulting bakemono are often quite powerful, they *i ‘*; =ncouraged to use this state of affairs as a blank |
L ) 7 rarely survive for long. The living mortal frame is,not M % launch s;’;mes%{and as a way to limit
7/ '\ “meant to contain such ‘evil. Mortals wheé*become == plam,certam that access to Bane spirits pro-

© \ bakemon& cannot take‘the Second Breath — like a | ﬂdﬁaﬂ avenue to. unlimited power. Kuei-jin
bmken’wmgedblrd their wounded soul spiralsdown into | = ha /RIORE
the Mouth of Yomi after death. For. more on bakemono, | *

: the Were:wnlf pocalypse supplement Freak
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1 = | & hands, and theg.r hold the allegiance or even
fnmﬁf beings whose wickednessand power

~ important thing smttg\:hynur;g@e&emal Devils

4
B\ possession mﬁ@trulv horrific, and th y, may @ﬂll for re; ) & i‘ghtene’& todo more ‘with ﬁ’ﬂn get t]IkEIII- 4
; %

lmeéimaw to deal with these crea- ;
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Vith t rehance on demﬂnﬂlnglr?al rites, Devil-
oe ten hﬁfve need to procure spirits of a specific type.

/Evenin this era of jet travel arid lnstangcﬂmunlcﬁnns ;

-y unwholesome spirit ﬂfsue g
‘The prﬂcesﬁ canoftent ik

.-I'-\. .

f unrighteous-

Heavenly Devils cannot afford to spend their unlives
tramping across the Middle Kingdom in search of this

the Umlght'ec% Spirit; Wﬁamplre attemp;&to call au

: ;;__5;;_;1 n nest s an act ﬂf“%geﬁt

T -.ﬂ__.;

. y @erfcrrm propitiatory riﬁ?ﬂl& Elt it @vier?e
raw the attention of the spirit in question.

Ot spi ;E{he ntqaf:a,@ targetl g
ellf:r 5 optmn}, th“*

made cnnhr once every lunar montt _ f y
moon. Rolls made'on the nights of
their difficulty reduced by two. Asa rule, the Kueg'{:ﬂh
onlypropitiate as many dmﬂi:rent sorts of spafﬁi%"tﬁ*sx she

dots of Rituals. -

The number of successes iridicates qu soon the spirit

will arrive, If the spitit is cummcm and man?g‘s&g@m are
rolled, more than one may

ttracted by the ritual. Tt is
entirely possiblé'to be too successful wl;\%BwélmingIhe

'Unnghteuus Spirit. Spirits which have unique identities

" alse have enough free will to ignore a Beckoning. Also, if

thgspmt i§ very rare.or only fotind at vast distances from

m%mptréhthe Storyteller is perfectly y within his rightes

%nns arexaured out..-

-F

..-;"_-a spmts, $O. sﬁmetgnes do "devils! need
rown homes from mortals. Fhrough the use le

ARy

.i:.he Kueg]mﬁar&sher haven:thh dark pra',r

thE ritual is performed, f_:; 5,

or come near the wardecl area. M -

there. Some mmrtals occasionallydevelop an attraction to
the location and hover outside unaware of what it is that'
draws them, not daring to enter yntil the ward ends. Note
that mortals can enter the area, they just choose not to.
Mortals may be led inside by orie of the shen, ot have their
attention drawn %avmdably to the structure (say, by;a
“burning nine foot tall monster bursting through the
second story. windew)s. In enthﬂr case, the ward no longer
\works against. tl%‘ir qmttal .

.-_-r' :
h“"ﬁ'-.;. g

S
L

must set upan altar in. a dafll %turé‘ra;‘?mss taki

cally on the new
e néw moon havfgﬁﬁﬁtﬁ

T 5 mm {}‘F a dfﬂgﬂﬂ ff&h:[;; Whllﬂ‘ thE Eﬂ:&:tf

While .the silk and ricé paper prayer strips posted
around the warded area cannot be perceived by mortals,

.-théy are-quite obvious to other shen. A Devil-Tiger who

performs this riteon anarea for an extended period of time
will draw attention to herself: Such claims ate an open
declaration of the Crimson Tiger's power, and H‘lE’f can

mtlt]mﬂ“ that one..By mé'm@ﬁBeckomngg%draw servants of the Yama Kings eager to destroy an

Eﬂmw“ n "'f:I Shen W respond to the prayer
ﬂf’ Al "‘H the ‘vampire may find herself drawing

ntion. froi local hengcynkal hsien and
,_ “g-'gystem**rhe Kum—]m - rituaﬂy _bless the struc-
ing about 30 minutes. Dmng socalls for
an lntelﬁggﬁceﬂltuals roll (difficultyequal tothe local
Wail ratmg},a;;d the EIpEﬂdltut‘Eﬂf apoint of both Yang

£l ke abour 10 ﬁﬁﬂute?}ﬁr e‘gﬁxmg A %?ﬁ? de Yin Chi to ward the area. The ward endures for three
Tk& -‘*f‘l’.. . ;_ inity  time

: __,E-_! infinite number of t times after it falls.

mes as gmny dav%@s the player rﬂlls siiecesses, and it can

tual of Heavenly Defilement (Level 6 Ritial)

...;

stema: Qﬁ-‘lr fellow Gui Ren, they prefer that such

ibble with dark Chi and teem.with Bane-spirits
‘*‘E‘B}F means c} this ritual, the Dgﬁﬂ-—ngers defile
is ntual is
-~ similar to-that ‘of unleashing the P'o during ¢ OSIMOtic

and

feegiiﬁg it covers a much smaller area‘and ﬂperates N e

muchmr“e caﬁ#ul]sy controlled fashion. =
Thm defile M@ n nests are %p
Tlgerpmcnc%M' _ﬁ .Enl?"Devll dem::lﬂgmal ritu-
n asuch a defiled Nest; and in any
case, stich : areas n turally teem with wicked spirits for the
Crimson Tlgers to comm '"_}Hfmgéydkm ;:aiﬁhese de-
filed dragon-nests “Centipede Burrows,” and thehﬁ Either

""gp Fu}e that the ritual will fail regardl?ésﬁ’ c:f how lcmg the ayvoid them or EQHW@{?’ sdek t3 destrq? thf:m e
o : T m\ S?stem’ﬁm Devil-Tiger ritualist [:?&rfnﬁns a ntual

N

that stretches over five nights. Dutkig each of the five.
nights, the venom of the five poisonous animals are’
soil of the Nest, and the ritualist must = .
inistersof
cracy. At}mdmght on thefifth mght,

Pnured onto the
“make‘elaborate offerings to Heaven and the M
the Ce,lest:tal B

{:: mr mﬁk Nﬂxt comes
I ¢ a dlfﬁc alty of the local

‘ﬁﬂll ratlng £ &ﬁ«{ F thls l'Dll a Devil-

Tiger of Dharma 6 or htgher ;nav @so}b one pmnt of s

- Bemon Chi from the dragon nest per - night. -

Uﬁﬁhe absai'hlng Eééhfmm an area that has been

defiled, this sort of feeding does not.cause Shadow Soul.

"33,

However, the nest cannot be used fﬁ}';ﬁpﬂnal Osmotic

feeding; and Kuei-jin who absorb Demon Chi beyond'

their P'o rating run a substaritial risk of developing the
Defiled Flaw (Kindred of the East, p.95). This Ritualcan " |

be used to “purify” (in a manner of speaking) dragon nests
defiled by the power of the Yama Kings; but only if the

r1tuallsl: has mastered the @hl iu Muh power Pur:ﬁeatmn

| .’I_'fgers cherish dragon nests. Much to the con-

ttant o Devil

£
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Lf‘ﬁ Dlgestw%]e*Feast {Level 5 ’thtml) )

e oy . The @nw@' igers believe that with thmr mandate
R £ devils; Heaven granted them the privilege of consum-
i lﬁg the souls of the truly wlcka:l through the, use of the
&Muh powerSpmgcﬁ’tmg Thememoriesgdined by -
B suchy tions arefléeting, however. This ritual was devel-
nped b e Hf:avenﬁr Devils as a- method'by which the
memnrwm&unsumed sﬁul might be:;etamed fﬂ:r ln%

1] Sgg pla*,rer ralls Wﬂlpnﬂre(dtfﬁcultv of the
' | -;.;;=_. W;[Wr} and the ;__ Al

=*~ Etate in whlch he can assimilate

foirls spent, & Period: e *
fwalﬁplreﬁs essent

* Kuei-jin's stolen memories do not fade d:un
but the Crimson Tiger is essentially lq}able
cate while under the influence of Digesting the Feasts

% ~Digesting the Feast must begin on the same &yeni

¢ the vampire uses Spirit-Eating on his target, ot e}s@ the

| memurte&mll fade at their normal rate. The number of

y successes achieved on the W ;llpowerrrnﬂ is the maxr;fnum

b 55 expﬁrreﬁce ‘point

n mﬁy unaware of his sm:hngs The.
thE I'ItllEll, i ,difﬁwlt}' ﬂf the Dogge*r

: {haL @f *ﬂm pg[

(um Out Mpncr) ﬁ

‘Stnps of silk, fine paper or smﬁeps skin Ct:w $
calhgraph‘y of blacg WS and’ unrigbte s exhor
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Live=-AcrjoN ADAPTATIONS OF
RjTuaLs

Basjc Rjroais
Savage Joss

This ritual is one not often practiced by Devil-
Tigers except in rare fits of poetic irony. By turning a
swarm of gnat-sized Bane-spirits loose on a victim,
the Devil-Tiger corrupts the victim'’s joss and forces
a short stint of bad luck on him. This bad luck is
relatively minor (i.e., it won’t make a serial killer fall
down an elevator shaft), so most Devil-Tigers use it
against perpetrators of small crimes, or those in need
of a lesson in karma. This ritual takes 10 minutes, in
which the vampire prepares a mixture of honey,
arsenic and other choice ingredients that attracts the
Bane-spirits to himself. He wears this mixture on his
lips, then symbolically transmits it to his victim by
spending a Chi Trait and blowing him a kiss, sticking
out his tongue or something similar. A Narrator
decides what sort of bad luck befalls the target.

Ebon Wardings

By calling on Heaven's less pleasant servants, a
Devil-Tiger can use this ritual to protect her home
against mortal notice and intrusion. This safeguard
renders mortals unaware of the space in question,
making them subconsciously fill in the gap taken up
by the Kuei-jin’s lair. This ritual does not disguise a
dwelling per se; mortals simply fail to notice the
protected area. Thie Kuei-jin spends one Mental
Trait, one Trait of Yang Chi and one Trait of Yin Chi
in a 15-minute ceremony. After this blessing is per-
formed, mortals will pay the structure no notice, and
they certainly won’t enter it unless forced to do so by
some supernaturally influenced circumstances. The
Ebon Wardings ritual has no effect on othershen, and
may actually attract attention from shen or demons.
Mortals with numina or Merits like Medium will
notice an utter lack of ghosts in the area, despite a
high presence of Yin engergies.

JNTERMEDJATE RjTUALS

Asserting the Heavenly Privilege of Yang
Demon Command

Considered a privilege by virtue of its usefulness,
controlling Yang-aspected demons is actually quite a
bit of work. Bane-spirits are intractable by nature,
and prone to tugging at their leashes for all they're
worth. The Kuei-jin able to wrestle these spirits
under his control, however, gains excellent tools in
doing his duty to Heaven.
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In performing this ritual, a Kuei-jin must meet
all of the following requirements: She must find an
area crawling with Bane spirits, she must locate a
suitable Bane using Lifesight or Chi Sight, and she
must immobilize the Bane in some way. At this
point, the Devil-Tiger must set up and light a
brazier and arrange ceremonial tools (such as bells,
censers, beads) in preparation for a 30-minute
ritual of chanting and praying. At the end of the
ritual, the ritualist spends a Yin Chi Trait and
makes a resisted Social Challenge against the Bane’s
Rage + Willpower. If successful, the ritualist en-
sures faithful service from the demon for a number
of lunar months equal to her Willpower. She may
also repeat this ritual to enslave a number of Banes
equal to her Willpower total, but each extrademon
under her command decreases by one the number
of lunar months the lot of them remains under her
control. Enslaving multiple Banes makes each one
in her power more rebellious and contrary, al-
though they will not rebel openly until their period
of servitude is up.

Bakemono Rite

The Bakemono Rite offers a spirit servant quite
a bargain. The spirit earns a home in the Middle
Kingdom (that does not involve being imprisoned
in an object) and a natural resilience to harm that
many spirits find most attractive. The rite doesn’t
offer much to the potential human host, however,
other than the oblivion of Yomi in return for a life
of unrighteousness. The Kuei-jin must lead a mor-
tal sinner to a defiled dragon nest and contain him
(as well as the spirit with whom the sinner is to be
bonded) for the duration of a multiple-hour-long
ritual involving all forms of physical, mental and
spiritual degradation. The Kuei-jin then spends a
temporary Willpower Trait and make a Static So-
cial Challenge against the higher of the Wall rating
or the human vessel’s Willpower. If successful, the
new bakemono supplants the mortal sinner’s per-
sonality in a torturous, horrifying process. It re-
mains loyal to the Kuei-jin ritualist, and it gains
one bakemono power for every 10 Traits of Power
the original spirit possessed. There is no way to
undo this rite that has yet been discovered.

(Note: See the fomor powers in Laws of the
Wild for examples of appropriate bakemono pow-
ers.)

Beckoning the Unrighteous Spirit

Just as its name signifies, this ritual calls forth
a spirit of a certain type. Doing so can come in
handy when a Kuei-jin demonologist needs a spe-
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cific type of spirit, yet one of that type is not immedi-
ately at hand. The Kuei-jin must set up an altar at a
defiled dragon nest and perform a service to the type
of spirit he needs. A spirit of cunning may respond to
the destruction of a hunting snare, whereas a blood-
spirit may be satisfied only by boiling away a portion
of spilled human blood. At the end of the ritual, the
ritualist makes a Static Mental Challenge against the
local Wall rating. The cleverness of his offering and
the thickness of the Wall determine how many of the
requested spirits actually show up. They arrive in
their own time (though they do approach directly),
and they are under no compulsion to stay unless the
Kuei-jin takes other steps to force them to do so.

The Deceptive ]ac}e Chains of Yin

Demon Command

The Deceptive Jade Chains of Yin Demon Command
ritual allows the Kuei-jin ritualist to enforce his will
over Yin-aspected demons, including kuei, Spectres
and Shadowed Plasmics from the Labyrinth. Unfor-
tunately, this ritval grants no control over hun-domi-
nated Jade Kingdom wraiths or any other Yin-spirits
not controlled by their p’o (or Shadow). This ritual
functions in the same way that Asserting the Heavenly
Privilege of Yang Demon Command does. If you're using
Oblivion rules, youmay substitute a Spectre character’s
Social Traits for its Willpower, if you prefer.

Inauspicious Objects

This category actually involves two sub-rituals,
but both bond a spirit to an object in such a way that
the object gains a supernatural power of some sort.
The first, the Rite of the Little Inauspicious Object,
creates a temporary bond between the object and the
spirit that can be used only once before the spirit
escapes. The Rite of the Greater Inauspicious Object
bonds the spirit to the object in question perma-
nently, but it requires a sacrifice of part of the Kuei-
jin’s higher soul to make it work. If these rituals
succeed, they put very useful tools at the Kuei-jin’s
disposal.

In the case of both rituals, the spirit must be
convinced to enter the object (or beaten to 0 Power
and forced into it), and the object must be suitable to
the type of spirit to which the ritualist intends to bond
it. A warlike spirit, for instance, would not deign to
bond with a teddy bear, and it would likely attack the
Kuei-jin who insulted it by asking such a thing. It is
also recommended that the object in question be
constructed by someone with at least four Traits in
the Crafts Ability, to make it seem an especially
pleasing home to the spirit.

To create a Little Inauspicious Object, the Kuei-
jin must sacrifice either a monkey or a part of his
own body (like a hand, a foot or an eye) and make
a Mental Challenge against the spirit’s Willpower.
The Little Inauspicious Object may be used once if a
monkey sacrifice eased the spirit’s transition, or

once for every health level of damage the Devil-
Tiger did to himself.

A Greater Inauspicious Object binds the spirit to
the item in question permanently, but the sacrifice
is even greater. Before making the challenge, the
Kuei-jin sacrifices a permanent Hun Trait (which
he loses outright if the ritual fails).

Either ritual takes approximately an hour, and
both must be performed in a defiled dragon nest.
The level of the object created should be equal to
one-tenth of the Power of the spirit bound to the
item, and it cannot exceed the Kuei-jin’s (pre-rite)
Hun total.

Abvancep Rjruais

Digesting the Feast
When a Devil-Tiger uses the Chi'iu Muh power,

Spirit-Eating, she retains portions of her victim’s
abilities and memories for a short amount of time.
However, this ritual allows the Kuei-jin to retain
those memories and abilities as her own. After using
the Spirit-Eating power successfully, the Kuei-jin
then engages in a Willpower Challenge against the
victim. If he succeeds, he may then use any saved
Experience Traits to purchase as many Abilities,
Disciplines or Traits of Lore (representing the
victim’s memories) from the victim as he can afford
at the time. He may not, however, spend more
Experience Traits than his Willpower total. The
Kuei-jin remains oblivious for a number of hours
equal to the number of Experience Traits spent,
representing a near-catatonic trance of meditative
contemplation.

Ritual of Heavenly Defilement

Many Devil-Tiger rituals must be performed at
defiled dragon nests, but the odds of just stumbling
across such a place (that isn't already staked out by
a fellow Devil-Tiger) are slim to none. Thus, those
Tigers who have mastered many rituals of the
Dharma use this process to create their own natural
wellsprings of Demon Chi. Dragon nests defiled in
this way are different from those corrupted by the
Yama Kings, though they still teem with Bane-
spirits and kuei.
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After finding and laying claim to a dragon nest,
the Devil-Tiger master ritualist performs a ceremony
that lasts five nights. At the end of each night, the
ritualist pours a mixture including venom from five
poisonous animals (scorpion, spider, toad, snake and
centipede, for instance) into the soil of the nest,
while making offerings to Heaven. On the fifth
night, the nest is fully defiled, and the Chi within is
corrupted. Henceforth, the ritualist may absorb one
point of Demon Chi from the site per night by
winning or tying a Simple Test. Other Kuei-jin may
absorb Demon Chi from the site as well, but only by
winning a Mental Challenge against the Wall rating
plus two Traits.

Live=AcrjoNn ADAPTATIONS OF ARTIFACTS

Incense of Inauspicious Attention
(Level One Artifact)

This incense is perhaps the most useful tool a
young Devil-Tiger can employ in the pursuit of
demonological study. By burning it and fumigating
an area with the smoke, the Devil-Tiger can perform
rituals anywhere that would otherwise have to be
performed at a defiled dragon nest. By burning one
stick of this incense (or merely representing the act
in venues where doing the real thing proves trouble-
some), a Devil-Tiger may fumigate a three-meter-
square room that becomes just as suitable for
demonological rituals as a defiled dragon nest. The
effect lasts for the rest of the night unless the area is
supernaturally purified. At the same time, mortals
who enter the fumigated area lose one Physical Trait
for every turn they remain in the area, as they choke
and gag on the stench. If they manage to lose all their
Physical Traits, they collapse and begin to lose
health levels at the same rate. Once they leave the
area, the Physical Traits return at a rate of one per
turn once all lost health levels have been replaced.

Unrighteous Prayer Strips
(Level One Artifact)

These items, usually created as Little Inauspicious
Objects, are bundles of prayer strips made of silk,
paper or a sinner’s skin. When these objects touch a
victim (be they thrown from a distance or left to
i . b : 0 K .

accidental” discovery), they wrack the victim with
images of guilt and torment, drawing on the victim’s
own imagination and repressed anxieties. These

objects have no effect against Kuei-jin or akuma
(who have already been to Hell and back), but they
are particularly effective against mortals and other
shen. If touched by the prayer strips, mortals must
win a Mental Challenge against the Kuei-jin cre-
ator or fall to the ground in a fetal position at the
mercy of the memories dredged up. While less
effected than a standard mortal, other shen make
the same Mental Challenge. If they lose the test,
they are considered one Trait down on all Mental
Challenges for the rest of the scene.

Knives of Sublime Hunger
(Level Four Artifact)

Vicious and almost absurdly deadly, these knives
are testaments to visceral agony. By binding a
hungry spirit of violence or destruction into a blade
of worthy design, a Kuei-jin can create an incred-
ibly effective weapon. The weapon-crafter must
forge aknife of cruel intent (ones with barbed hooks
at the base of the blades, spikes on the knuckle-
guards or wickedly serrated edges do very well) and
convince an appropriate spirit to inhabit and bond
with it. The blade then gains the Traits and statis-
tics of a standard wakizashi (or short sword), and it
deals the standard amount of lethal damage. How-
ever, the spirit inside the blade makes it even more
dangerous, changing the damage to aggravated dam-
age if the user succeeds on a Simple Test after doing
any damage to his target (which applies to any
damage done that turn). Such a weapon gains the
Negative Trait Unwieldy if a mortal attempts to use
it. Many spirits are very particular about the crafts-
manship of the weapons they choose to inhabit,
making these creations extremely rare.

Demon Jade Talisman

(Variable Level Artifact)

These exceedingly rare talismans work just as
Yin or Yang Talismans do, except they store Demon
Chi. This black jade material is only mined in the
Yomi Hells, and such Artifacts can usually be found
in the hands of the Yama Kings’ servants. Carrying
such an Artifact is considered to be damning proof
of akuma status in many suspicious courts. Func-
tionally, these talismans are no different from Yin
or Yang ones. However, they may be recharged only
at defiled dragon nests, and the Background cost to
purchase such a thing at character creation in-
creases by two.
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B splnhal revivalthata _'mpmgd the end of the War[mg has everseen. The mest delic creatt
. States ‘pﬂﬁﬁ)d and thefall.o the SEII'I witch- huntexs “Middle ngdnfn, Evennmmg Pnﬁcek
The. S ongs of Hell is : ; the o0t o@she Devt]. Ticer * 'dah less tiin seven ::‘:ehtur after f‘i@j'Se ond |
Qemﬂn *ﬂ. .i tfﬂdlﬁﬂﬂ; me -=-‘-“-h‘¢ a ;gplptual &Iﬂ[ﬂfﬂt lE%hl’ﬂd ra bDOk Eb{}ﬂk thh | L ace ; :.-
out ﬂf ﬁ:at #ﬁ[ﬂus Dawlsxuffﬂeaverbh' been doing out oral PDE ‘and indirectly a very.s ell-stated erotic %d
MSE ﬁ fnﬁcentunes. he w otk is pre: IIU.'JflI‘ltE Ghis e MWeen p ltheitﬁ 4 ¥
| as a s of ﬁﬂ&tlc yr d dlﬂl S and P’Ej_. ff . _ .. Hhm,. e :
‘betweentvariousfigures inchﬂmgtﬁe ugustF nage, ‘@% “Hmwem, itisalso quit losereadingthat

‘l*'-’ : ._13*_:: -::___ i
’ s Devil-Tigers e
. mére gl

é-mﬂttﬂes*%'n: ames pa'rt&f Pa; ‘tract at magl 1 ritoa

. example the tetﬁ “ther Se V/ind” taken from ﬂ\ fullnwmg Mosl: Heav

TK speech ‘from+Xue to'N ahanaga’ Vi out the ;;;5& tht: secret vén Morn ss’ enlightenment, ~

% mission.of Wan Kum,md rare the: DeﬂlﬂTlge; and many have gome to i ‘it‘as a sort of Devil-Tiger fﬁ”
\ - mansion that-does not have on 1 the lintel ak ¢ the door pﬁllosc}phﬂr stone: wisdom able to.turn base j

" orgatethe classicmotto“Diligence is the key to'H yen,” into perfe

v as Xue says to Kiwhen aaked whamﬁe h‘f tﬁ’%& %Dad Nobodv 1

| --Back s, Taluw ' ~ allegor

; Mm 'ﬁ-m
b : - Wxts were »gm&g inunliving
&l? that deesn't mean thcf re not considere
3 ential. More than an',f@l:hﬂr Dharma.r fhﬁ
L- = ﬂfwa',rs ready to 5&1@ new ideasand seé whe

: i ' Qrtaln ii,-ﬁ . :‘3 ;.J_
the-Hes '+ T }?EE\H].S. ; F

; was enbya young discipl
* the 1450s. He -ﬁ? des tm',red dui‘m?&w ‘} hu
oty " quest, but Ju Lung’s work of young genius has oul
im. The Book of Infinite Mefcy isa textbookon est;
ing aflexible and&q%abl%ag&tﬂ judgeto whate
£iyén mortal’s actions are morally lmpenmsstbl 4 >
“ Bﬂﬁed a debate that had troubled-the Devil-Tie gers [
"a great ‘deal for manﬁrem:s, a debate 'w P hgdﬁed o :
o cﬂ{nphcated and often blﬂﬂd? series arguments Ové& - g Water Tei‘% hour* £abasic tutelage in the | ]
wE . g isely what needed to be punished, by whom and to “DPemionsForm; In addirior | .m on Shi \tai fumxs; <
4 what extent.- ln'p‘ﬁ'l‘rtmia:l? busy districts, debates over = regarded byimost, DevildFigers as .m g their “true” mr\%
‘f

| %umshment often »@,ltlived the mc:rtals who inspiféd | {.‘Jf bare ademonic
them. o A _v1sag@ to 2 g at| S is ﬁ&a serious snctal
Within a few  Centuries {'Jf the publication of Thz@nﬂi ’ disadvantage \
‘of Infinite Mercy, even the sternly traditionalist Uji no On the other hand, desplte: sterentyﬁs Crimson .
\, Bishamon'Were using theBook and its derivative works to Tigers are careful not to rely too-heavily on the Demon.
*“""“ Mdgé ﬂ*mgl sins. It took anf:arly legislatiye: process and Black’ Wind cﬁmeg the risk gf«an'e Soul, and Demon 14
r}\aqle it something that could be taken care of within a  Shintai is alfo problematic to use near mortals. Most
. mﬁnth or three w1th only a minimum of involvement *-lmpnrtantiy of all,, Demon Ch 1:;15]&1&5 slowl',r A
) a tribunal of forth-ditected Kuéi-jin. This work of vampire can rely on entering her’ n form only 6 onhce, ™ .
e nce from a Kuei-jin whae _had taken the Second every twe or three nights. -
- Breath less tha%a tatwl'?’bﬂfﬂrﬂ he wrote it is one ofthe ™ ‘Many Kuei-jj onlyfight when they must. For these
< ¢- ﬂd& @f ﬁmﬂ? DF'“FHE 1 he Dhﬁﬁﬂﬂ as ay 'Gui Ren, only D&ing able to assumebattle form onceevery .
i two or threeidays js fine. However, for many Devtllegers,
”’ﬁ‘t unliﬁa' struggle isa mgh ,possibility. Itis not

e

o
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«that these Crimson Tigers do fight every night, but they

e :':"ﬂffﬁrsﬁe against the ¢
. orevento perﬁ}ml

may. For these Kuei-jin, it is necessary thattheir combat
Disciplines be able to sustain them through more than a

single fight. Short-lived is the Devil-Tiger.who doés not

learn one of the Pranas or one of the combat shintai as well
as the Demon Arts.

" o w
o R e 8

SpirjT-EaTiNg

Spirit-eating is a tremendously powerEul
ability, especially and particularly for the Devil-
Tigers, who do not suffer the automatic loss of
Dharma associated with the consumption of a _
suulbvmher Gui Ren. Note, however, that thts
immunity does not precludea Momentof Blind-
ness stemming from consuming a soul. While
the Devil-Tiger faith does not prohibit Spirit-
Eatmg, itdoesn’tencourage it asaregularhobby. -

- The ability to consume souls is a pnvﬂﬁge
extended by Heaven to the Crimson Tigers. =
While it is left to the discretion of each indi-
vidual Devil-Tiger how often and to whatend
this power is used, Spirit-eating is never some--
thing to be done frivolously or without good
reason. When a being’s soul is consumed, it is
taken out of the Great Cycle. While a certain
amount of this arrogance can be tolerated, casu-
ally consuming soulsis as grave an offense as amr» -
the Wan Xian ever committed. This statement
is particularly true when torment and repro-

_ gramming can often serve the same end as:
=_51mpl'; chowing down. e
Dev;lfflgers may consume souls for an ad

age in combat, to punish some egregmus _
ot ';mwi:rrderhtﬂ ‘Elﬂlﬂ?klllh :
mt&rﬂga&mi ina hurry.
Heaven has left this decision up to the dm-ﬁ a—sﬁf
tion of individual Devil-Tigers, knowing well
that sometimes a sledgehammer is the only
suitable device for cracking a walnut. Devil-
Tigers who use this power too often risk censure
from their Dharmic peers and their court. Also,
use of this power brings a Devil-Tiger very near
the edge of the Road Back. Spirit-eating is just
that: consuming souls utterly, completely and
forever. While this sort of behavior is under-. ‘
standable in extremis, l'iifare is only a certain
degree to which even agents of the Cele&nal
- Bureaucracy can justify these sorts of actions. If
- a Devil-Tiger consumes a soul without rﬂagom_ .
the universe’s pumshm@ﬁt w% E& 3§vfj tiahd |

sudden.

-\.
B e e g ;
e e ek

i

' Devit-Tigens

Cuj’ju Muom

This noneDemon Art is the one almost all Devil-

< Tigers learn atsome point. Younger Devil-Tigers tend to

think of Spirit-Bating as the art that allows the elders to
stay up to date with the modern world and makes them
invincible-in battle; Certainly the elders of the Dharma

-5 Gﬁ;tgmlg donot hesitat& to exploit thepowers of the Tear.

TheTl’fevJ T@ﬁiﬁiﬂk& their capacity for Spirit-Fatingan

‘ifff Grtant' paﬁ: 0&4;[1&1: beliefs. Their ability to remove *

& Great nglﬁ and to torment sinners

s' Dharmic place in the cosmiic order. |

Yet ﬂ]fd:r Heavenly Devils come to valuﬂ the Third -

- Eye most for its léss devastating apphéﬁtmns Th& Sensory

abilities and the fDI‘ESIg‘ht granted by the Tearare far more.

‘-valua,ble in the long run, than the ability to consume
sﬂm&:nmputer programmer’s soul and digest the knowl-

e&ge Mn it. Devil-Tiger mandarins do not stay on top

voreD ﬂlscmmu _.

Bémnd ﬂ'terr preference for the fhagun Tear and
»«thtu* moderated enthusiasm for the Demon-Atts, Devil-
- Tigers do exhibit ceftain other preferences. ébv:;eus[y,

eachindividual Kuev] in is just that, an individual, A Yin- . ©
lmbalmed K&el jm who feeds from thf: residents ﬂf{hﬁ‘:'

e
e oA

.99 ﬁH'I'MﬂD ;- |
£ Tﬁrough this power, the Kuﬂ-]m fills his
E, muuth with Chi-charged blood, which he then

spits at his target. The blood snaps through the air,
+ leaving a thin trail of shining black or glowing

I - scarlet mist behind it. When it strikes the target,

the blood flashes into pure Chi energy, causing
burns and shock. Though this attack is not espe-

.'.'?::. 2 Ciﬂﬂ? 1&&131 it can be HSEd agalnﬁ Splrlt bemgs a4

well as against targets in the Middle Kingdom.
- System: The player spends a point of Chi and

;_mﬂ.. makeﬁ a Dexterity + Athletics or Firearms roll (as
~ detailed in Kindred of the East, p. 101). For each

*f 'undodged success on the attack roll, the spittle
dpecs 6115: die of lethal damage, to a maximum of
ampire’s permanent Chi Virtue rating for the
of Chi used to charge the g—lﬂod The blood
spittle also does damage to spirits. If the blood
_ spittle strikes a spirit of the same type (i.e., Yang
~ spittle striking a Yang spirit), it causes the spirit to
~ lose Power or Corpus equal to the number of

fﬁ - undodged successes rolled on the attack roll.

Blood Atemi and Spit Blood are both cata-
_lyt;n::._j:o unique understandings of the shintai.

to leam the other.

see fu: is s seen as Heaven's  blessing on the Crimson'. ¢

% of thef __mhecause th&? r.:hase after thelate.ﬁt thing and /

e aKueijin lﬁ%'ﬂs ﬂﬁér thﬂg RO g:::_fmg bagk &
: .' ¢ "t . %t?’



Yellnw Sprmgs is %&bably going to use the Bone Shintai
in combat, l;eﬁrdless‘“%f her Dharma. That being said,
there areisome d1sc1plmes that Devil-Tigers tend to de-

velop as a matter of course.

: Blood Shintai: nghly traditional, the Blood Shintai
is among the first of the modem five shintai to have been
developed. Much.- practiced inthe Blood Courtand among
traditionglists eisewhere,ﬂBlﬂod Shintai is.often consid-
ered the “ pggvmce 'or the ' natur:al talent” of the two SQ%
Dharmas. The schools in each of the Dharmas developed
the same EffEEtS through somewhat different methods.-

e

Trag :_allg, lro% Crane Blood Shmtal uses Yin
lashes, i wstudmﬁ iﬁam Blood Ate'_; -as their second
kata, and'wheﬁ those students EI{JWL' e Blood, thev are

sinuous_and liquid. In cont 1:, Burning Devil Biﬂod
Shintai pracﬁiionemwe Yang Lashes, its dents learn ¢
:Spit Blood, and when tiieaeDewl—Tlgers 'whke Blood,
they dodge little, if at all. (Insteacl they atomize their.
bodies in the path: of ‘dttacks) Generally, Jron Crane
Blood Shintai.is the more pﬂpular E‘«ﬂnl bpt Bummg

Devil is greatly preferred among the Devil-1

Ghost-Flame Shintai: It is unavmdi ¢ that many
Devil-Tigers learn the Ghost-Flame Shintai; if for no
other reason than that itisthe southern shintai. Atits low

Bm:-s. Mﬁﬂo nln Bm I{m

'\mﬁ.

S s .-=~”-
- o %"i‘ ":\:.ﬁ. r
i i

DEVII-TIgEI‘S see dealmg w1th th'e test of the Mﬁ@& T

Kingdom’s wicked creatures as a religious dﬁtﬂ Altof .
these: creatures ‘have been dEtﬂlled elsewher& to.
extent or another — this section is primarily | tray
theﬂe creatures as the DemIaTtgers see themw

Bm:«-&pmts AND SPECTRES =

Devil-Tigers view dealing with wmk%@l spirits asftlst
another facet of their Dharma. Spmts are used t0 0 :
targets, as guaxdlans of objects and areas, to create Inausr
;rtc:mus Objects, and of ¢oursé for €O nbat, The spirits here
‘are listed in the fﬂrmat*um in Kindred ﬁ ﬂlﬁ@st
‘Storytellers using the Mtﬂ:t’h T[}e Oblivion rules fm: '~
Spe::tres should use the. appmpﬂmwm _‘, .y

For more information on Banes see the Wﬁ;rewulf
The Apocalypse suﬁplemenﬁs Axgs Mundi and Book of -
‘the Wyrm 2nd Edition. For more information on Spec-
tres, see. the Wraith: The O’h}lvm"n supﬁlements Dark &
Rveﬂecuﬁnsﬁpectres and Doamslayers. Inm 'I'he Labv-

- Mevels, it allows sight in the dark, defense against spirits - Rat-

Flame-practitioners can channel the shﬁﬂeﬁrne flame:
do simply astnmshmg amounts of damaga, Ftlgllte ing

F
. i .-\.-\.-.-\.-:-\.ﬁa' 7 ----:- v

Eyfhe v ger’s allewf;%fld 1t never,lmrt ﬁnfonﬂ --:.'fT:f:;fl?-."-"'. ”

. %mﬁm dark.

......

Cﬁvatéd amﬂng Devﬂ Tigers. W'h:llﬁ its

ahg\l{ﬁ; to thicken or thin the Wall are useﬁﬁ 1
is lﬂvgd most for its ability fo bind spirits. This & ;;_;u__:__ st

.« almostessential in cﬂgtmllmg large spitits via ritual inthe
A ”,ﬁﬁ il-Tiger fashion, and so aspiring demonologistseither
" sléarn Chi-shaping or make exceedingly good fnendswtth
" someone who has mastered Tapestry to thiat level. -

_ . Cultivation: This discipline is*common ameng th&
. Devil{Figers, since they spend‘a great deal of time dealing .
| with their P'os. Relatively uncommon in the Quincunx,
‘where it is thought of as improper, thisart is at its greatest

'\ standard version, of this Discipline is taught with spgcial

_ _climes, the philosophy of the Brilliant Ember sect forces
''''' Kuei-jin to. beat their P'os into line. Visitors are well
“, advised to be on good terms with their P'o before sojourn-

Q,Trhg to the Golden C«:u]rts.i as the Demc:-n may be doing a

* ‘and the creationofsome very eerie haunting effects. At 1t§f their nam
o upper levels, as the vampite ‘internalizes the blaze, Ghost-"and wi

_.-_"! ;

x _e.mnns haye c

- heightin the Golden Courts. Itis not for nothing that the -

exercises to be used by penangallan. In these“southern

“tive. Indeed, Sleeper-Seducing Ba

: . _?:‘I : i % t%P mft the dragnt)ﬂ? :
at;mgcgaa ii.uth ghe same bnl[mt irides-.

cent:e as ayﬂ? s

bine ro ',nm e ekl fec
Cand t ... nre ﬁ;ﬁ;eﬁi wrth fur 3

Dfagﬂnﬂy De moz@ are - ive an
tures must be mhed v, he!
-compulsive stalkers. While th.mu;ai:t ma? be g@eful o the

“job, tt*means lﬂaymg th% bakémono to their own de-

vices can make for mnﬁ“%lﬂe pmblems, especially if *
the goblin is inclined t
Demons seem to‘bond best withivagrants and drifters.

Willpower 4, Rage (P'o) 2, Gnosis {Hun) 3, Power 10
Yang

Charms: Dragon Sight, Mindspeech

Sleeper-Seducing Bane (Yang)

These succubus-like demons ar e anything but attrac-
jesappearas wer, fleshy &

i nf the talking. N . "t red masses a few feet across and studded with tentacles of
gy, - N \ various sizes. The Sleeper-Seducing Bane mates with
%;%:* 2 N sleeping mortalsystealing their seed orovaand using them
ﬁiﬁ B J N to create Ban Ren Guei. ' :
, L i s v_ :: o 'N.HH . .5_ : }? _
o LR o NI/, /Agana |
L § et A, TR y E b § s NERAGERRLL R . E » vy

to violencesRat-Headed Dragonfly
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= e Sleepe ..Sedﬁcj_ng Bane ;ealgf:aa no place in the usuallyused to. t?cirment or, }hghten mﬂrtals, buf c@m:we
T .ﬂ‘* *"fr*' i
: nd (so’it is mmparatwal? Mostof the Kueisjin hav€ been known to use them to convey invita-
~ Sleep g. edu %} S O a&:zl? owned by . tions and messages to their fellow Crimson Tigers. AL
‘oned: Qmﬁt&r or another: While fot ople’ | Their ghﬂhﬂesﬁ crumbled by the touch of Yomior
would.consider them \afnrth chrmg the Final eaﬁmver, a. twisted-ifito shapes of madness, Nightmare-loducing = |
*Kuep] in gocrd at c&tc thf:u; cam ke a f'ma;y;[‘all? ‘Ghosts appear dressed in the'stuff of nightmare ™= fabric
Wwine a not " -~ u ;1 1€ ;;.ﬁ DS ‘.ElDtH Df bfpod and Ehe llkE:. Thﬁ'? and

y be used to create

é?

g ..; o .::;? e 1ng Trancg@
. -.f_. the slecp‘in EOFthe tlce is vlﬂlated Oy

a Wkllpmﬁr r "’
et leyelsit

) di cuhy 8}’1::::

htmal‘es. In @*{ ase, i i€ 51’33

o

ir, FaceﬂRnba Demm are §
- _,ﬁ unpleasant habit of dressing MI
the faces of their victims. Thﬂ%eB 1e-sp
~  _to make bakemono who are highly ageressivedbtifawho -
. / also tend to be quﬁed when ﬁﬂlence isn’ 10sts to influen living with iSperm;i
necessary. While not exactﬁ the éolil,‘ of. crgﬂmr&s% While aKuei-jits can do largely 3 i Cas i \feas -;‘-H:
* wouldput in a position that reqmrﬁr alatcontactwith  or.in the Occupies | eigons 4
mortals, Face-Robeibakemono areﬂaﬂe ast capabl é:_:.:':iﬂ:’" yas
social mteractmn Face—Ru& seem.to bon 3‘ ermiss
+ academics, busihessmeri and health fessionals
lhl!?g doctors:and mfﬁwwes Vh g =
;,Far.:e -Robe ngans can.also mﬁestf in the M1ddle unple \t. Scabrot
Kingdom directly. While not all l;kat ternhl'f much 1 mqf; these “creaty Ires | . ul
| &ﬂ]ﬂﬁtheu;bakemnu q'.:_:-a 1siderably harder to ulﬁﬁem.:e : -%h sic
Ebf’ﬂght Fac%Rnbe Der 10N Gan use their powets L] Rt o

g _mﬂlct“hﬂrrend 15 amqge WIth Em st_ ' ., i

_ Unwhﬁfésume N:ghtmare—ln mg 3
.- These beings are a fn f Spectre, the pawerfuT kq@'i“
that renmms when agh é) lIs to hlEE) 0. Unwholestm Stonehand P“m-"h (Power
nghnnaxeslnducmg Ghﬂsts have: thE ability to cause the its RHEE against “normal ﬂbféfg £ N
living to a;(penencmﬁlngdr&amS. Eq{ch Nightmare- damage per success on a Rage roll),
Inducing @hﬂst is-an artist 'ﬂiqt expresses itself in a allows the spirit to make a Gnosis* ¢ very s
different way, but_the Kuei-jin who ‘controls ohe” can allows it one free Iﬂ““d of muvement), tlefic

vdictate general thémes. nghtniare-ﬂlnducmg Ghosts are i o
y i N " * : | MW
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_allowing the: tﬁrﬁ to uﬁmfest”ﬁﬁpe tur: P 5
"it becomes ﬂrﬁ? the least among the shen. Bakemono are’ and five' bakemonao gﬁ;s all mﬁ% m%"@kmﬁ i

. the rite. The shadowy cart ‘known as Pentex creates:
bakemono thmugh exposure to its tainted ptoduct:s or ;wd t
"'Wlth mpegtmns of anor ﬁmlﬁchemu:il— -- Abilitie

..short, violent lives, often driyen quite Iﬁa&'ﬂby
~_rience of transfnrmat:m%%{[an% Devil -- eie ™

(Pﬂwer cost vanaﬁe, allmgs the spuﬁt to invest power in
a willing grﬁl host, usually a cult leader. For each
investment, it can use one of the spirit’s Charms once. If
the mnnﬁlhasmt% investments than hahas Willpower;,
he goes irrevocably mad from the Yin energ? in his bodies. in “the. Yang Mm@ﬂaﬂd’ﬁ for between thrw-

This Charm requzresr tWtiE;ﬁ the cost of m:.twating the - Eﬂnthﬁl Ehli Ban 1?5: Guei,are-born intd g
power nt::tmall_xg e uman-looking infants. Some are occasio *'

S _dumpsters or asiuundlmga, but at least in :* iddle”
_Bmm ’t xR P ﬁsgdnm most offsgrmgmf Sleepar-SecquM%n ]
Bak@ﬁﬂﬁﬁ St resultmfthe joinifg of 2B E\Jﬁ spm e eagﬂr surrogate families waltmg to rargeéﬂ'lem (EDH o

”and 3 mnrtal iy hnse i has dec.’:we A o ahe Toink tesy Yof Deyil-Tiger scarlet screens, mnﬁmﬁaﬁ) D%Fll_, r
where it.aifisic cept unmh with a creature of darkness, Tigers make extensive use of Ban Re Guei fur thEME Hm i
Ngma@lm d&t’:a?,but Bing roles that dhampyrs usually fill. Though th
s a»aspmt:uaﬂg ‘ ¢ éd P f::rr 500 1506 o wed flown ﬁtlaf@pans than dbampyrs, BanRen' Guei hﬁﬁvﬁmﬂlﬁmnt T
even the most upright sultant ﬁpmtuﬁgnm SEERY to the %ﬁ:ﬁ W g Eh_ﬂ -81;?:'@&&“%
In 38 ham 5 a , as WE“_ & 1'[101'1 b mHSt&l'w n . g . ‘.EE ED Iﬂ _

e Eﬁq, &" B pnwersi to a guanxi rating ofﬁ) Ban Ren e ém:hre

Ban Ren Qm
. Ban Ren Guei,.or Half- Demcm Peaple are the of
sprmg of a Sleeper-Seducing Baneme;[a mortal. t- |

R andif they are . concealed. For more,

prone to vmlem:ﬁ de wicked behas
created by using the Bakemono Ri a bound demon, %i::t;: ;ﬂ Wm in -~

they have an effective guanxi rasing of 3 toward slhe. Kuei* 1 ' % . i Ry
jin who created them. s San:lple Ban Ren G“ﬂa St ﬂﬁn&ﬁ .f ﬁ

Goblins are botn from a numb;r of cagises,§mne are Attnhuteg;‘%trength %@(wﬂ?b DEW"

spawned SPD“TCBI‘-ED‘-EW ile others dre created using- QUlelgmma l R,%fﬂmismaS

tfamé : __f

*.*

L "” ! i Comlﬂ]fﬁ 2 @ : = %
Whatever the case, gﬂblms are defﬂnne -1 ~Intin '&ﬂ n4,La s Leadership -31 513(3%11113 Bﬁ{m’:ﬁ 3 | '_ & |

Wbakemnnn not as mere Servants, |

‘&Zfﬁtes in the Celestial Hierarchy. For more informa
“on h&k&mﬂnn see th*e Werewnlf The Apocilypses
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Quote: Olmy I have to spm until two and then I'm gumg and didza’t gwe a fuCk mﬂt whmrau used. But youcould

up to the studio. Come ghere and Il have someone for you. mix beataiseﬁer than angmlﬁ else, and you were hot with
Prelude: So you were maybe not the greatest person the ladies, and bwﬁf _;;'were: Zﬁ ﬁears old. Life was

in the world, right? You mostly jmt used people for ﬂ‘fxat not looking bad. e

youwanted and P One night you got ?nurself aI% ﬁlciked up while some-

dumped them | - one who was even more fucked up than you were drove

afterwards, and you back from a gig. Maybe he hit something or just

maybe you were thuught he did, but the next thing you ]mew, the car was
ambitious

and greedy

fgratmg and you were a Bangled wreck hangmg halfway
through the windshield. You spent a very, very long half-
- hour hallucinating wildly on the subject of your slow and
excruciatingly painful death. It was a relief to wake up in
the Kokuri Yomi, but not for long.

Your career as a chih-mei wasn’t particularly exciting.

A child of the city, you were interred near your parents’
rural home. Within a few days of your revival, Resplen-
dent Cranes had dragnetted you. You had problems with
the discipline required for their training, and you fell
back to Mﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁiﬁ while they were attempting to
school you. The Cranes passed you to the Devil-
Tigers, who knew just how t todeal with your kind.

A - You graduatecl almost a year ago. As a gift
from your Rxgqteausnass Society, you got a re-

cording contract on a major techno-industrial
label. You have also recently started working as a
procurer for your elders, letting them feed on your
fans. Both music and pimping out candy-ravers pay very
well. Life after death is not looking bad.
Roleplaying Hints: You're still getting the hang of
. being a Devil-Tiger, and you haven't really caught onto
~ the theological part yet. You're somewhat less self-cen-
/ . tered than you were in life but you'’re still looking out for
. number one right now. The whole “devil” thing really
~ freaks you out deep down, and your struggle to pick up the
A - % dewl and achieve ling is going to be a hard one. -
& ey oy  Equipment: $25,000 i in mixing gear, 1500 CDs, stu-
odERs dm and hﬁng space in a mllegﬂ ne1ghborhmd semi-
e natic TEC-9, pet cat, 14 rnllﬁ a fen-smp and an
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BALANCE: 2:)anced

PLAYER: DIRECTION: CAst
CHRONICLE: wu:
PHYSICAL MEMTAL
. Strength @00 000 Charisma @90 000 Perception @90 000O0
Dexterity, ® ®0 O O O Manipulation @0®0 00 Intelligence 000000
Stamina @00 000 Appearance @00 000 Wit @e0000O0
ABjLiTjES .
TALENTS SKILLS KNOWLEDGES
Alertness @0 0000 Animal Ken 000000 Computer 00000
Athletics ®@® 0000 Portents 000000 Finance 00000
Brawl ®@00000 Dirive ® 00000 Investigation O00000
Dodge ® @00 00 Etiquette @00000 Law O0000O0
Empathy @ 00000 Firearms ® 00000 Linguistics 00000
Expression O0000O0 Martial Arts 000000 Medicine O00000O0
Intimidation 000000 Melee 000000 Occult 000000
Leadership 000000 Performance ® ®® 000 Politics 00000
Streetwise @0 0000 Stealth 000000 Rituals 000000
Subterfuge ®@00000 Survival ®@ 0O0000 Science 000000
ADVANTAGES
DISCIPLINES BACKGROUNDS RITES
Demonshiniai @0 0000 _Résoukees 000 @00
_Obligation ee0000 _Fame ©00000
000000 _Hekd 00000
000000 _Status 00000
O00000 000000
DHARMA  Devil-Tigqeks /1 e
HUN Bruised O
@00 O0O00000O0 Hurt -1 Q4
Injured -1 3
m W{}UﬂdEd -2 :I
©000000000 Eﬁ:ﬁjd s 2
a0uuaaaQad [ncapacitated 3

PO DEMON SHINTAI CHARACTERISTICS

00 0O0O00000O0
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~ and greedy, and you hate Mikaboshi with a

 hopeyoudon’tfind out what Yugen tastes like until

73
Eucm: DML Il;mlq Sm | -
Quote: No, today is not the day for npen-market apem—-
tions. I told you, the market's Yin-forces are out of balance,
European employment numbers coming out today are ex-
pected to be positive, and I dreamt today that there was a
maonster loose in a snow-covered forest. Our horoscopes are
bad for the next three to five business days — let's hold off until
the Japanese consumer spending figures come out and the
Moon and Mercury are no longer in the same House. =
Prelude: It was just like in the movies. You were 33,
a rising young executive star with a beautiful and pliable =
wife, a young daughter, a posh office and a wonderfully
kinky mistress. Of course, you smoked two packs of
Marlboro Reds a day, had a serious coke habit and carried
enough personal debt to sink a third-world nation, but
that’s just the price you pay for success. But the heart

attack? A trip to the Wicked City of Mikaboshi? Wnrkmg
as a nuddle manager! Un-fucking-fair!

ou came back. It wasn’t easy, but you came back.

You ch%; 't mean to eat your wife and daughter. You can’t
even remember doing it. You remember the masked
instructors who taught you the mysteries of the Second
‘Breath and the Road Back. The drew'your blood and read
the stars, and gave you to the Devil-Tigers to prepare for
your Fire and Water Test.

The Tigers who adopted you hooked you into the
Electric Money, and that got you into a business-
oriented Righteousness Society, the Golden
Fortune Luck Club. Over the last year or so,
you've really proven yourself to your associ-
ates, and you’re rising fast. Even better,
these people expect you to live like a fucking
maniac. You haven’t gotten in on the war
councils or anything yet, but you're managing
some serious fundage here in the meanwhile.

Roleplaying Hints: Everything bad that
people think about successful young business-
. men manifests in you. You're ruthless, corrupt

.-.q.af'.; i
Sy ol
. = X

-~ passion. Once you pick up the devil, you'll pmbﬂ
- ably make a fine Devil-Tiger, but you had better

you have a lot more self-discipline.

Equipment: Silver Audi TT, Taurus “Raging
Bull” .454 Casull revolver, Iridium Kyocera mul-
timode satellite/ cellular phone, Ray-Ban High
Street Metal Square sunglasses, penthouse apart-
ment, four rottweilers and a 16 year-old mistress.

Wardrobe by BillyBlue



NAME: Electkic Devil
PLAYER:

CHRONICLE:
PHYSICAL
Strength @00 000 Charisma ®00 000 Perception 00000
Dexterity ® 0 0O 0O 0O Manipulation @ @0 000 Intelligence 000000
Stamina @00 000 Appearance @00 000 Wits 00000
ABjLITHES
TALENTS - SKILLS KNOWLIEDGES
Alertness ®©00000 AnimalKen 000000 Computer ®@00000
Athletics 000000 Portents ® 00000 Finance 000000
Brawl ®@00000 Dirive ® ® 0 000 Investigation 000000
Dodge ® ® 0000 Etiquette @00000 Law @0 0000O0
Empathy 000000 Firearms ® O 0000 Linguistics 00000
Expression 000000 Martial Arts 000000 Medicine 000000
[ntimidation 000000 Melee 000000 Occult 000000
Leadership ® 00000 Performance 000000 Politics 00000
Streetwise 000000 Stealth 000000 Rituals 000000
Subterfuge @@ 0000 Survival O0000O0 Science 00000
— ADVANTAGES
BACKGROUNDS RITES
Mﬂmm_oooooo _StAtvs ©00000
YANGPrANA @0 0000 _Ke50uRees 000000
Chishmuh  eo0o0000 _Mentokr ©@00000
000000 _Influehce @00000
O00000 O00000O0
DHARMA ‘Pﬁ‘sﬁﬂ*’-ﬁfjﬁks /1 .
SREN Y BmiSEd D
@0 0000000O0 Hurt -1 Q
Injured -1 3
W PO Wounded -2
M ;
©000000000 cf;;;id 3 O
QQQaQaaauaa Incapacitated 3
PO JMBALANCE
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Quote: And not cmfy is he rich, dear, he’s the most
notorious necrophile in town. It’s positively scandalous! As
luck would have it, I recently made his procurer’s acqumnrr '
tance. We'll be starting the festivities about 11. Meet us inthe
lane behind his house, and don’t be late. | wouldn’ t want you
to miss the look on his face when Chao Fa-Li opens her eyes!

Prelude: You had a good childhood, all things ccnnmd—
ered. Your parents quarreled a lot, and then you came
home from Europe one year to find that they had
divorced. They didn’t even tell you they were
doing it. They just expected you to be happy
while they played tug-of-war over you at
Christmas. Still, it was a good life. You /
married a nice man shnrtl}' after your debut,
and all was good and right, and you were away

from the barely veiled hostility that 51mmered when }fnu
spent time with your parents.

The neglect was painful. The mistress was a wnund
The venereal disease he brought home was an icepick
in the heart. You began drinking heavily and using
prescription sedatives from pliable doctors, while
your husband seemed to drift along just fine. He
never noticed as you became paler and thinner and
more withdrawn, a living ghost in the house. When
he told you of his bankruptcy (or was it his plans for
divorce? Youforget), you chose to end it all with his
beloved hunting shotgun. It would be after you
ended him, of course. Your last thought was that they
would never get the stains out of the white velvet
drapes. You giggled around the thick, smoky barrel of
the gun, and then blackness overwhelmed you.

You awoke to iron rods, and three years of brutal
training as a Devil. It was like boarding school in
Europe, but infinitely more difficult. Now, you’ve been
released on an unsuspecting world with a pocket full of
dollars and a personal mission. In your life, you learned
how to pick out the dogs among humanity. Nowr ynu
are going to do something about them. *

Roleplaying Hints: You are very w&ﬁ mannered
and you think you have pretty much finished picking u
the devil. You are at home with your role as a celestuﬁ
being, though you haven’t had many trials vet. It
remains to be seen if you're actually ready to achieve
ling at such a young age.

Equipment: Pepper spray, custom wardrobe from
Hong Kong, luxurious downtown apartment, develop-
ing profile in local “ladies society’ ﬁmctmn& '




NAME: Hiﬁh—ﬁoaﬁﬁw Devil IIA

BALANCE:
PLAYER: 70 NATURE: DIRECTION: TSt
CHRONICLE: DEMEANOR: wWu:
ATTR}BUTES -
PHYSICAL S8OCIAL BENTAL
Strength @00 000 Charisma ® 90 000 Perception @00000
Dexterity, ® ®® O O O Manipulation @080 00 Intelligence 00000
Stamina @90 000 Appearance 000000 Wit 00000
ABjLiTHES
TALENTS SKILLS ENOWLIDGIES
Alertness ®@0 0000 AnimalKen ® 00000 Computer 000000
Athletics ®@ 00000 Portents 000000 Finance 00000
Brawl 000000 Drive ® 00000 Investigation 00000
Dodge ® ® O 0O 00 Etiquette @00 000 Law 000000
Empathy ® 00000 Firearms O 00000 Linguistics 00000
Expression 000000 Martial Arts ®@0®® 000 Medicine 000000
Intimidation 000000 Melee 000000 Occult 000000
Leadership 000000 Performance ® 00000 Politics____ @0000O0
Streetwise 000000 Stealth ®@ 00000 Rituals 000000
Subterfuge @9 0000 Survival ®@ 00000 Science @0000O0
ADVANTAGES
DISCIPLINES BACKGROUNDS AT
Pemonshintai @®00000 _Besoukees @0 @000
_Obligation 00000 _Status 00000 __
YinPrandA @ 00000 _Mentok 00000 :
000000 _Contacts 00000 :
oooooo _All#s ©@00000
DHARMA __ Devil-Tigexs /1 HEALTH
HUN Bruised 3
0000 O0O0O0O0O00O0O0 Hurt -1 Q4
Injured -1 3
WiLLPOWER Wounded 2 3
eeeee000000 W& ¢4
8 [ R U R W R R Incapacitated 3
0 frABALAMCE
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Quote: Slide the vivisection table over a few feet, we’ll  Mouth of Yomi, you awake in the chked City. If only you
want room to move. And don’t misdraw the Seven Footed had led a more righteous life, perhaps you might have gone
Raven sigil this time. If this thing gets out, it'll kill us all. on along the Wheel. Alas, it was a luxury you were not

Prelude: You were already part of the world of the granted, and the Yomi world claimed you, at least for a
Unseen before you died, ascholar and sometimes dealer in little while.

questionable antiquities. Books, curios, On your return, you were captured by Infant
paraphernalia — all of them passed p Devil Civilizers before you caused too much dam-

through your hands. You stayed out of e #  age. They educated you in the real lore of the
the deep end, though, and you avoided A% Night World, and you realize now just how periph-

trading in the things that could get __:.; eral your old life was to the great scheme of things. Now ™\
someone killed for owning them. Or at least § ?_you're really on the inside, and rising fast. One thing still
you thought you did. You could barely rec- 4 0 ‘ bothers you, though. Who sent those bakemono, and
ognize the two goblins sent to fetch the ) why did they want that copy of the Six Winter Formula
formula for what they were, but they recog- | badly enough that two bakemono were sent to fetch it?

nized you. It was ludicrous! Who would Whoever sent those thugs is going to answer for what

send bakemono after The Six Winter For- they did to you — and perhaps more.

mula’ You told them what they Roleplaying Hints: Straddling the line be-
wanted, but they tied you to a chair tween Indlana Jones and John Constantine,
in the basement and filed away you're definitely becoming a lot more ac-
your teeth one by one any- tive in your pursmt of dark knowledge
way. And then, before they now that you've returned from Yomi as
left, they injected you an apprentice devil. You understand
with... substances. Spiri- your new position in the universe, but
tual poisons. The seeds of \§ you haven’t accepted it fully yet.
the bakemono. You definitely see the benefits of
You knew enough to this corpse-body thing, however,
know what that meant, and you take full advantage of
and that there was really them.
only one way out. You Equipment: Loft
were almost too much apartment, extensive
of a coward, but in the occult library,
end, you drank the traveling

Five Venom Elixir be- clothes, ex-
fore the infection tensive day-
could take rootin your light survival

soul. Rather than a

, gear, several
plummet into the

sets of false
IDs

7



MAME: Ak Axis Seholak NATURE:

BALANCE:
PLAYER: P70 NATURE: DIRECTION:
CHRONICLE: DEMEANOR: wWu:
ATTR}BUTES -
PHYSICAL SOCIAL MENTAL
Strength @00 000 Charisma ®@®0 000 Perception 000000
Dexterity, ® 0 O O O Manipulation @ @0 000 Intelligence 000000
Stamina ®@®® O 00 Appearance 00000 Wits 00000
ABjLTHES -
TALENTS SiLLS FNOWLEDGES
Alertness @0 0000 AnimalKKen 000000 Computer 00000
Athletics ® 00000 Portents @ 00000 Finance 000000
Brawl ®@00000 Drive ® 00000 Investigation 00000
Dodge ® ® 0000 Etiquette @00000 Law 000000
Empathy 000000 Firearms O 00000 Linguistics @90000O0
Expression O 00000 Martial Arts 000000 Medicine 000000
Intimidation O00000 Melee 00000 Occult 00000
Leadership 000000 Performance 000000 Politics 000000
Streetwise ®@00000 Stealth ®®0 000 Rituals 00000
Subterfuge 000000 Survival ®@® 0000 Science 00000
ADVANTAGES
DISCIPLINES - BACKGROUNDS RITES
DemonShintai @0ooo00 _Kituals ©00000
TAkeStRY ®@ 00000 _Kesourees ©@00000
Qﬂnmmugh @00000 _Concts @00000
0O0000O0 O00000
0O0000O0 O0000O0
-f"" i HEALTH
pHARMA __ Devil-Tigers /1 —
HUN Bruised O
00 O0O0O0O000O0 Hurt -1 O
Injured -1 3
WiILLPOWER Wounded -2 O
1 -2 |
0000000000 gﬁ;pﬁd -5
[ L U I R N R Incapacitated 4
PO JMBALANCE

00 00000O0O0
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Quote: If it makes you feel any better, yﬂum, 1 try
thinking of him as travel-sized. =~

Prelude: All your life, the":-g#orid spit on you and
kicked you when you were down, You father beat you, you
brothers beat you, and your teachers beat you. You re-
belled against a world that held nothing but hostility for
you, and you found that your rebellion made it even more
hostile. Lucky and mean, you were in and out of prisons
and work camps all your life. They executed youattheage
of 37, and you told the man with the pistol to hurry up
because people were waiting for your organs.

You left the Hell of Being Skinned Alive like a
rocket. You'd been in better-guarded office supply

closets. When you took the Second Breath, you just o 4 -

took up your same old practices: robbery, arson and
sodomy. You weren't so good at them as a chih-mei,
though. The Infant Devil Civilizers woke you up, and*
you laid into them. The first lot weren’t hard. You chased
them out of the room and they called you a Three-Demon
Student. A day later, this filthy old man and his fat, blind
wife showed up to “take you away.” He wasn’t nearly as
easy to beat. In fact, the two of them just sent youto The
Little Death and took your body to a home that even you.
didn’t think you wanted to spend much time in. The
Mengs taught you what your duty to the cosmos was, and
your role in the destruction of an unrighteous world. You
liked that just fine. Then they told you it was okay for you
to getrich and misbehave, just as long as you kept within A\
the bounds of propriety. You liked that just fine, too, A\

A
because these people’s idea of propriety covered an )

awful lot of ground.

Since the Mengs kicked you out and sent you on your
way, you're doing okay. You're part of the Righteousness

Society, and you spend most of your nights as a glorified ©
runner and leg-breaker for higher-ups in the court, but =

you have a fairly good idea that they could find you and
kick your ass no matter where you ran. With thatin mind,

you're staying in line — at least for now, . =~ =
Roleplaying Hints: You're the stereotypical Twice- =

Crimson Tiger. You're devoted, short-tempered, ener-

getic, violent, clever and ready to end the world right
now. If you can just get enough discipline to master your
P’'o, you'll be a bodhisattva when you're very young. If not,
someone is going to whack you in fairly short order. 1]

Equipment: Two big guns, a nice set of clothes, {'F--

$980 in US cash, apple-cheeked companion of the
moment _ &
Note: This character is very difficult to play.
Unless you’re familiar enough with the rules to
know what you’re getting yourself into, save this
guy for later, or for a Storyteller character.




NAME: STaqgek U

PLAYER:
CHROMNICLE:
PHYSICAL
Strength ®©00 000 Charisma @00 000 Perception 00000
Dexterity ®0 @000 Manipulation ®®0 000 Intelligence 000000
Stamina ©@®® ®0 0 Appearance 00000 Wits 00000
ABjL;THES —
TALENTS SKiLLS EHNOWLIDGES
Alertness ®@00 000 Animal Ken 000000 Computer 000000
Athletics ® 00000 Portents O0000O0 Finance 000000
Brawl ®@0®0 000 Drive ® 0O 0000 Investigation 000000
Dodge O 00000 Etiquette O00000 Law 000000
Empathy O0000O0 Firearms ® ®0® 000 Linguistics 00000
Expression 000000 Martial Arts 000000 Medicine 000000
Intimidation @0 0000 Melee ®@00000 Occult @00000
Leadership 000000 Performance O 00000 Politics @00000
Streetwise @00000 Stealth ® 00000 Rituals 000000
Subterfuge @00000 Survival ® 00000 Science O00000O0
ADVANTAGES —
DISCIPLINES BACKGROUNDS RITES
Demon Shintai €00000 _Hokoscokt 000000
_RoneShintai @@ 0000 000000
YangPranA € 00000 000000
000000 000000
000000 000000 ___
| P el 25 HEALTH
- .
YIN CHi DHARMA __ Devil-Tigekrs /1
HUN Bruised Q
® O 00000000 Hurt -1 0
Injured -1 3
wilLPoWER Wounded -2 O
©000000000 E‘ggﬁ‘;‘d % O
QQOQOQQOQaal Incapacitated 3
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Masax; Kgixo

One of the most brilliant and disturbing performance
artists in Japan (a land which has produced more than its
share of disturbing performance art) Masaki Keiko has
managed to conceal her identity as a Devil-Tiger for over
adecade. Keiko was tomn to pieces in late 1987 by hungry
dogs in the basement of her warehouse in Kobe’s indus-
trial district, as part of suicidal piece of escape artistry and
video art that was designed to commemorate the futility
of human struggle.

Before the dogs had finished their meal, the Devil-
Tigers atrived to collect the urn. On the way out, they
collected the videotapes of the event (there was no live
audience) and turned out the lights. Everythingelse, they
left as it was. She would be needing it soon enough, they
reasoned. They were not disappointed.

In life, Keiko was a talented but disturbed young
woman,. the sort of warehouse-dwelling post-industrial
artist who would arrange to have her grisly suicide by dog
attack videotaped from several angles without weighing
concerns other than the artistic. In death, she has recov-
ered somewhat, and she carries herself with the character-
istic Devil-Tiger poise. Masaki’s art has benefited greatly
not only from the discipline of the Road Back, but also
from her membership in the Temple-Haunting Spirits
Righteousness Society, whose Infant Devil Civilizing arm

APPENDIX:
NUCLERR ALE
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took her urn and tutored her through the Fire and Water
Test. The Temple-Haunting Spirits include both Yoshida
Ozaki and Tetsuo Shirow, Hakari’s yojimbo.

With the Society’s backing and her own undeniable
talent, Masaki Keiko has expanded and diversified her




alread? successful art! careet into an international, phef

nomenon. With regular installations, exhibitions and
performances in. Paris, London, New Yok and Tﬂk‘}’ﬂ,
Masaki has recently signed a contract t6 compose and
direct a major opera. She has also been-approached on
several occasions ah;:mt work as a cmematﬂgrapher and
set-designer.

Keiko’s strange nocturnal habits and mslst:ence on
subterranean accommgdations don’t really surprise the
sortof people who hire her. If anything, they've improved
her reputationiin the intérnational art scene. Of particu-
lar note is an'incident where she was accidentally booked
into a glass-ceiling penthouse in Paris, and she spray-
painted the entire ceiling of the room with several layers
of black primer. When early-rising guests on other floors
complainied about the smell, several hotel employees who
had come to mvesngatﬂ were overcome by the fumes

before Keiko wasfound sitting cross-legged on herbed and -

reading the latest issue of Elle. She was escorted trium-
phantly to the hotel’s basement, where she spent the day
asleep in'a laundry hamper.

The MEngs
It seems as if, in every run'tiaﬂm, neighborhood there

is ashabby house where the ginwashed and possibly feral -

elderly. inhabitants live furtively in squalor and decay.
Mostly, they’re just unwhnlesnme people, ignorant and

fallen into degengmﬂf from poveérty and old age. Some-_

times they aren’t, though: Sometimes they’re the Mengs.

The Mengs originally lived in a Saigon slum in the
early days of the French mandate over Indochina. They
were never punished for their crimes in lifé, which in-
cluded the murder of two young children, five transients,
eleven dogs and innumerable cats during their quarter-
century of residence. These crimes’had no impetus other

than the mahce bred of a long, long ltfemne of qualified
success.

The Mengs died mgether in their *’E].EEP ﬂf asphyxia-
tion whtle thre:lr house burned down amufﬁﬁ%eg;_ one
ok thrﬂugh the Mengs wmdaw and the tiny bones'
that were found in the ashes told the arsonist that he'd
done the right thing. TheMtngs bones were fﬂuﬁﬁ‘ﬂmre
too, and other, less identifiable things. .

Despite the authorities’ best gﬁ@rts to keeP evil spirits
from rising out of the mass grave the unidentifiable bones
— including the Meng’s — had been dumped into, the
monstrous couple returned to earth in a tertifyingly short

time. In three’months as chih-mei, the Mengs wrought

more havoc than theydidin 25 yéars of mama:l life. Their
fame, if it can be called that, spread far/ and wide.

A Devil-Tiger hunting gruup#;ame all the wéy from
the temple in Wuhan to put a stop to the cnup%é s career
as chih-mei. After much training, the couple went through
its Fire and Water Test. Shortly thereafter,/the Mengs
settled down to alifesimilar to the one the',r,had led before
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to the Dewl.s of Heaven. They began adﬂptmg what they
call their “children

Old Man Meng is a sadist so uncommunicative as to
verge on autism, but an excellent ritualist. Mrs. Meng is
nearly blind from cataracts as-well as being morbidly
obese, but she does possess a perfect knowledge of human
iniquity. While they are both good Devil-Tigers (indeed,
the two of them are mandarins, and well-respected
thmughnut the Dharma as a whole) their real talent lies
not in punishing siiners or battling the forces of Yomi, but
in Infant Devil Civilizing. Over the last century, the
Mengs have successfully passed 47 hin through their 7¢,
more than any two other Infant Devil Civilizers put
together. They sometimes even teach two or three stu-
dents at atime. It is considered a great honor to have been
trained inthe Meng's shabby abode (the location changes
every decade or so, but.the state of profound squalor does
not), and many Devil-Tigers whe wish to train chih mei

! study the couple’s methods to ber.ter their understanding

of theu: art.

“This_young son of a petty l?th century Chinese
warlord ‘was ambushed and left to die by his father’s
servants. Chiu Bao took some time about it, finally dying

;- of gas gangrene three weeks later. He returned from the

Hell of Burrowing Maggots with a cold hate in his heart
and killed his father and his retainers before the local
Thousand Whispers came to collect him. Bao was path-
lessat that time but not chih-mei, and he migrated quickly
to the Devil-Tigers. Among them, he completed his ré
and took his Fire and Water Test.

A talented,young devil, Chiu Bao rosé through the

ranks quickly during the Toppling of the Manchu Dy-
'nasty, becoming an important official in the provisional

+Flame Courtcapital of Canton. In 1964, he was appointed
their trip to Yomi and, began doing their @eatest service
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First Oni of the Quincunx Extraordinary Council on the



Rectification of Borders under Ancestress Elder Sister
Plum.

A vociferous moderate, Chiu Bao is the striking arm
of the Fence Menders. One of the patrons of the Flatbush
and Stockton Posse, Chiu Bao has kept himself close to
home, mostly moving in the Blood Court and the dis-
puted zones of the Flesh and Flame courts. He was instru-
mental in retaking Shanghai from the Japanese akuma
and installing Ancestress Pai with the cooperation of the
Silent Mandarins. He is currently in Beijing, helping to
keep the Mao dynasty together and defending the Two-

Fang Serpent Plan from Ash Plan extremists. Though he

is young for his post, Chiu Bao is warlord of an organiza-
tion treated as a Quincunx Court by the Revered Ances-
tor, and he performs that role quite effectively.

Yosuipa SiymMazu

No relation to Yoshida Ozaki, Yoshida Shimazu was
originally a minor warlord who died aftera spectacularly
protracted battle with bone cancer in the 16th century.
Shimazu returned from Yomi as a Black Axis Schelar, and
he spent the nextseveral centuries tending to Devil-Tiger
dragon nests, tra'jéling the Spirit Worlds and ' mastering
the black sorcery of the Dharma.

In the late 19th century, two major events changed
the direction of Shimazu’s work. The first was the Meiji
Restoration and the resultant establishment of factories
in Japan. The second was the introduction of chocolate
and other Western sweets. In the first, Yoshida Shimazu
saw a way to protect and even amplify the powers of
defiled dragon nests through the judicious application of
geomantic principles. In the other, he saw a chance to
both make children happy, and to satisfy a sweet tooth
that had endured even through the torments of Yomi.

Shimazu established his first and only candy factory

on a large Devil-Tiger holy site outside Utsunomiya in
1907.

The factory was at first a scarlet screen, staffed mostly
by local residents in-search of part-time work. However,
as Shimazu's success grew, he began to employ bakemono
and Ban Ren Guei. By the Second World War, the factory
was a huge complex that extended into the Yang
Mirrorlands in some places, and which was staffed not just
by Goblins and Devil-Men, but by actual Bane-spirits as
well. The dragon nest inside grew with the factory. By the
time the US began bombing, the site’s black joss was easily
powerful enough to protect it from the eyes of bombar-
diers and mission planners. The flow of chocolate and
other treats was curtailed by the wartime shortages, but
what candy did emerge was as delightful as ever.

Today, the structute stands as an almost closed sys-
tem, its great green glass roof shining in the sun. Quietly
exempted from regulation or overlooked by health and
safety inspectors, the factory and its staff of devils and
goblins continue to grind out millions of tasty treats for
the children of Japan. The factory also serves as the
meeting place for the Five Threes, a powerful Righteous-
ness Society, and it serves as the high holy ground for a
large segment of Japan’s Devil-Tigers. The Snow Maiden
Festival held there every midwinter rivals the Great
Hokkaido Devil Festival in size, even attracting visitors
from outside Japan to participate.

Other than shen, no visitors have penetrated past the
outer wall of the factory in decades.

EjouT THUNDERS SaGE

Eight Thunders Sage was one of the eldest of the
Devil-Tiger bodhisattvas not yet to have entered dah. A
virtual arhat, the Sage was a survivor of the Burning of the
Books and one of the most respected of the August Deyvils.
He was also the most vocal advocate of maintaining the
Mao Dynasty until the coming of the Age of Sorrow.



Thissummer, shertly after the sighting of the red star
(which is known as the Eye of the Demon Emperor and
which only shen may see), many Devil-Tigers dreamt
nightly of the 10-headed Yama King Ravana. In their
dreams, Ravana split the mountain that imprisoned him
and sent evil dreams to chase his children. He then
battled a Crane, a Dragon and a Tiger until the sun rose
and ended the dream. Scholars interpreted the dream as
representing a great evil awakening in the world, perhaps
not Ravana himself but rather a precursor to the Sixth
Age schooled in the Yama King’s arts of deceit and
illusion. '

Shortly after the dreams began, Eight Thunders Sage
left his mountain fastness and traveled to the Infinite
Thunders Court on unstated business. It is believed by
many enlightened Devil-Tigers that the Eight Thunders
Sage was in fact the tiger who battled the dark prince, and
who died in so doing. Certainly, the dreams have ended,
and the August Body has indicated that it is'¢onsidering
potential réplacements for the now-missing Sage. On the
other hand, this turn of events has caused many Devil-
Tigers to redouble their efforts to prepare for the coming
Sixth Age. | '

With the destruction of the Eight Thunders Sage, the
Mao Dynasty has lost one of its greatést advocates, and the
Yama Kings one of their greatest foes. These signs of the
turning of the Age are greeted by the Righteousness
Societies all across the Middle Kingdom with redoubled
efforts to prepare for the Age of Sorrow, which surely is
nigh.

No-SxHapow Raven

No-Shadow Raven is one of the two or three active
Devil-Tiger bodhisattvas. While there are over a dozen
such beings who spend their time in various states of
repose and meditation, No-Shadow Raven refuses to let
the dignity of her station interfere with the way she carries
out her duty. Said to have been a successful courtesan and
woman of influence during her life (at least up until her
torture and execution) she continued to expand her range
of interests after her return from Yomi.

No-Shadow Raven is the sole party responsible for
the theft of 600 tons of chemical warfare agent known as
“Yellow Rain” from a Vietnamese ammunition dump in
Cambodia. She isalso the leading financial consultant for
the Electric Money Wickedness Club, helping direct both
their economic warfare against the Yama Kings and the
money-laundering operations that feed that war. Assuch,
she is regularly involved with Devil-Tigers far below her
station, much to the disapproval of the mandarins.

While No-Shadow Raven is not a. member of the
August Body, she became a Perfected August Devil some
time ago. Hewever, she has let her degree lapse into
honorary status over the last 50 years, as things have been
far too busy to study. As a‘result, Raven has some holes in
her knowledge base about things like modern scientific
advances and technology, and she uses assistants to com-
pensate for these shortcomings.
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DeviL=TiGERS iN HE WEsT

Kindred of the East comes part and parcel with
Vampire, and that means that crossevers are inevitable.
While interaction of Kin-jin and Kuei-jin through con-
flict was covered extensively in Kindred of the East and
the Kindred of the East Companion, there’s more to do
with the games than just pitch combat. Active and
inquisitive, Devil-Tigers have been going here and there
among the Sunset People for centuries, and they are
natural choices for such a game. But how does one go
about making up a Devil-Tiger suitable for play in the
West! The following are some guidelines on how to cross
Devil-Tigers into a Kin-jin game.

Leave “Kju. WiTey” 1o e RESPLENDENT
CrANES

Individual Devil-Tigers, particularly the Quincunx
jina and young mandarins who took the Second Breath
during the West’s partitioning of China, bear the Sunset
People and Western shen some serious grudges. These are
personal grudges, however. Quincunx Devil-Tigers, par-
ticularly those younger or older than the Opium War
veterans, tend to have neutral feelings on the matter.
Those outside China are even more prone to indifference.
The Crimson Tigers are devils, afterall. Had the shoe been
on the other foot, they would have stuck it to the West-
erners just as hard and twice as vigorously.

For older Kuei-jin, the coming of barbarian shen is just
anotherinvasion in China'’s long history of invasion. Foryounger
vampires, the West is the land of Nikes and Big Macs, not opium
and colonial domination. Devil-Tigersaren’t here to whack Kin-
jin and spout Confucian thetoric, they're here to make money,
torture sinnersand advance whateverplans the vampire happens
to support. Play your character like a person) with real motiva-

tions, not a walking political slogan.
Don’T PREACH TO THE Bn,numm

- Whatever your feelings toward the barbarian vam-
pires, telling someone how much they suck is a poor
negotiating strategy. Kin-jin are not Gui Ren, they aren’t
walking the Road Back, and they've never been to Yomi.
The Sunset People aren't going to learn anything from
you explaining your Dharma except maybe a way to stick
it to you. Don’t dragthe game toward Kindred of the East.
You're on the Kin-jins’ turf, so they’re probably going to
be the focus point.

Playing in this setting may mean that your character
doesn’t explore her Dharma a great deal. As a crossover
character, you are naturally coming into a situation in
which you are peripherally involved. If your role is to
provide an inhuman foil against which the Cainites
struggle for-their Humanity, so be it. It's better for the
game if you aceept that a neat character often has a
secondary role than for you to get in a tug-of-war with the

Storyteller and/ or the other players about which topics

the chronicle willfocus on. If youreallymust play Kindred

of the East, then go play Kindred of the East, and let the
clans of the Kindred have their own fun.

Minrize SeiriT TRAVEL

Kuei-jin spirit travel. Kin-jin don’t. Thlsdifference is
a big, big deal, because jina and mandarin Kuei-jin tend
to do it a lot. The degree to which you force this facet of |

Cathayan existence to the foreground is the degree to

which the Storyteller must run two games: you in the
spirit realms and everyone else in the material world.

Also, crossing the Wall is a Kuei-jin’s bigace in the hole,
and he almost certainly knows it. Through Imbuing the Jade,
the Kuei-jin can survive without a Haven by fading into the
spirit worlds during the day, and he can gain access to areas
that are otherwise inaccessible. This ability is almost cer-
tainly poorly understood by the Kin-jin, and there’s no
reason for the Easterners to clarify things.

To whatever degree possible, try to abstract away
travel in the spirit worlds. Don’t gobble up entire sessions
with spirit quests, and don’t totally disempower the group
by habitually using spirit travel to spy on them or by
always be the first one in a place. If you do so, the
Storyteller will be forced to either shottchange the other
players to keep things moving or put obstacles in your
path, which diverts attention to you and away from the
game’s center of focus.

Mare Sure You Can Pray

Kuei-jin have an astonishing assortment of ways to do
aggravated damage. Don’t necessarily feel compelled to get
as many of them as possible during character creation. If your

- character has a dot of Demon Shintai and two dots of Black

Wind, the typical Vampire coterie is going to prop youup in
a-corner until the time comes for fighting. If at all possible,
start the game with things that give you at least some chance
to move socially among Kin-jin. Yang Prana’s Yang Mantle,
Obligation’s Evaluate and Soul Bridge and Cultivation’s

- Scrutinize are all good ways to give yourself a little social

power. Kin-jin are social animals, and 1f you can’t keep up,
they will plow you under.

Likewise, Kin-jin are sneaky bastards. Having some
stealth capabilities of your own isn’t a bad idea. Bone
Shintai’'s White Tiger Corpse is highly effective, and it
also grants Corpse Skin, the Kuei-jin’s premier defense.
Yin Prana is less effective, butalso less expensive. Again,
the idea is to give yourself a way to participate in the
session without causing the game to veer wildly off into

“mandatory crossover character time.”. If the only thing
your character can do is kill things, the Storyteller is
either going to let you sit there like alimp on alog, or the
game is going to gain a huge combat element— much to
the chagrin of players who don’t have combat-oriented
characters. Remember that your character is part of the
game, not the game’s focus. If you accept that, you're
doing yourself and your fellow players a favor. Fail to see
that and sooner or later you're either going to wreck the
game or find yourself evicted from it...
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